
DO P. 10,0 / » i

^ | NEWS FROM THE

Uommittee The American Jewish
Committee

Institute of Human Relations
165 East 56 Street
New York, New York 10022
212 751-4000

Morton Yarmon
Director of Public Relations

ANNUAL MEETING
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
OCTOBER 29 - NOVEMBER 1, 1987
WAVERLY HOTEL
2450 GALLERIA PARKWAY
ATLANTA, GA 30339

953-4500

The AJC protects Jewish interests the world over; combats bigotry and promotes human
rights for all; defends pluralism, enhances the creative vitality of the Jewish people, and
contributes to the formulation of American public policy from a combined Jewish and
American perspective. Founded in 1906, it is the pioneer human-relations agency in the U.S.

CONTACTS:

Press - Joyce Kaplan
3ani.ce Hyman

Broadcasting - Haina Oust

PRESS ROOMS: ETALAGE & DARDENELLES
(2ND FLOOR)

FOR RELEASE AFTER 2 P.M.
SATURDAY, OCT. 31, 1987

ATLANTA, Oct. 31. . .A distinguished former West German statesman, now head of

the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, today credited the late Chancellor of the

Federal Republic of Germany with "paving the way toward reconciliation with the

Jewish people."

Addressing a luncheon session of the American Jewish Committee's annual

National Executive Council meeting at the Waverly Hotel, which continues through

tomorrow, Dr. Bruno Heck, former General Secretary of the Christian Democratic

Union, Minister For Family and Youth, and Bundestag member, stated that "again

and again, Adenauer stressed the great obligation vis-a-vis Jews which Nazi

atrocities had imposed on the Germans."

He added: "This was a political and moral goal which Adenauer pursued with

great energy, and it was one for which he encountered partners on the Jewish

side. Ties of cordial friendship linked him with Prime Minister Ben-Gurion of

Israel. Nahum Goldman helped, on behalf of Jewish world organizations, in

taking the first steps toward the revival of the dialogue between Germans and

Jews and Germany's solidarity with Israel, which is a necessity both histori-

cally and ethically."

Dr. Heck's speech was the initial presentation of the newly developed

Alois Mertes Lecture Series. These annual talks will be given alternatively in

the United States and the Federal Republic of Germany.

Commenting on Adenauer's foreign policy, Dr. Heck said that it was based on

the belief that East-West antagonism between the Soviet Union on the one hand

and the United States of America and Great Britain on the other "radically and

superseded traditional interests and continued to be irreconcilable for any

foreseeable future."
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"The fact that Adenauer had the support of the West German population --and

what is even more important -- of more than twelve million refugees and expel-

lees for his policy of cooperation with the West without any ifs and buts, is

the one factor which has led the Federal Republic to become the decisive

platform of European policy," Dr. Heck stated.

Referring to the post-World War II Euro-Atlantic system, Dr. Heck said: "We

must do everything within our capabilities to sustain it; we must enhance its

capabilities to act, difficult as that may be from time to time in the face of

economic and social problems which beset both America and Europe."

It is essential that Germany continues to sustain the viability of

Adenauer's historical option for Western freedom and democracy and Germany's

dialogue both with other nations and with its own young generation, in the

interest of peace and freedom, Dr. Heck said.

Dr. Heck also praised the late Alois Mertes, the noted Minister of State

for Foreign Affairs, recalling Mertes1 address at an American Jewish Committee

annual meeting several years ago during which he outlined "a future marked by

justice and freedom."

Dr. Heck quoted Mertes as saying: "In the light of the crimes committed by

Germany during Hitler's totalitarian regime, in Germany's name, patriotism will

forever be inseparable -- for Germany -- from the respect for human rights and

democracy. That is the message we wish to hand down to the generation of our

children and for our grandchildren."

Alois Mertes, Dr. Heck said, adopted German policies and their moral

tenets, especially as far as foreign policy was concerned, as they had been

conceived by Konrad Adenauer, but he did not leave things as they were. "He

squarely confronted the farther-reaching questions arising out of a new environ-

ment, and thus ensured the continued effectiveness of the basic principles of

policies shaped by Konrad Adenauer and inherited from him." he added.

Much of Alois Mertes' endeavor was devoted to the task of reconciliation

and dialogue with Judaism, Dr. Heck said, noting that "as late as his last

address before the American Jewish Committee, he voiced his concern over that

dialogue, on the occasion of President Reagan's visit to Bitburg, which was so

controversial."

The Konrad Adenauer Foundation's program, run in cooperation with the AX,

and aimed at improving German-U.S. relations, has been consistently supported by

the American Jewish Committee since the early 1980's. The Foundation and the

Committee conduct a young leadership exchange program that has been an effective

instrument in a campaign for mutual understanding, both organizations assert.

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations

organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and

religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved

human relations for all people everywhere.
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