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Rabbi warns extremists
preying on farm crisis
By Carol Mahnke
STAFF WRITER

Farmers plagued with economic
troubles may be susceptible to the
"simple answers" offered by radi-
cal right groups like the Posse Co-
mitatus, the Aryan Nations and the
Christian Identity Movement,
according to Rabbi A. James Rudin,
national director of the Interreligi-
ous Affairs Department of the
American Jewish Committee.

Rudin is speaking today at a
"Holding on to Life" workshop en-
titled "Rural Economic Distress
and the Rise of Religious Extrem-
ism" at the Family Life Center,
North Dakota State University.

The workshop is sponsored by
the NDSU Campus Ministry, includ-
ing the Newman Center, United
Campus Ministry, the University
Lutheran Center and the YMCA of
NDSU. Temple Beth El in Fargo
also is a sponsor.

"Everybody would like to believe
the problems are simple," he said
in an interview Wednesday.

But the economic problems and
the social problems spawned by
the failing farm economy — do-
mestic violence, suicide, alcohol-
ism — are very complex issues, Ru-
din said.

He said that right wing extremist
organizations are preying on eco-
nomically distressed farmers who
are attracted to promises of legal
assistance and loan schemes.

Rudin said anti-Semitism is

rampant among these groups
which blame international and
Jewish bankers as well as the Fed-
eral Reserve System, the Internal
Revenue Service, the United States
Department of Agriculture, the
farm credit system and the Tri-Lat-
eral Commission for farmers'
woes.

The Tri-Lateral Commission is a
foreign affairs think-tank, Rudin
said. Although it is unlikely that
very many people could describe
the commission, it received a 27
percent negative rating in a recent
poll in Iowa, he adds.

That rating is an indication of
the influence of right-wing organi-
zations in the farm belt, Rudin
said.

The rabbi, who served congrega-
tions in Kansas City, Mo., and
Champagne-Urbana, 111., recently
toured Kansas and Iowa to study
the growth of extremism in farm
states.

He describes extremism as a "vi-
rus" and urges church and farm
organizations to be aware of the
threat it poses to distressed, vuln-
erable farmers.

Rudin characterizes farmers as a
minority group in the United
States. They comprise only 3 per-
cent of the national population.

As a matter of fact, Rudin said,
Jewish people are 3 percent of the
population.

"I can understand what it feels
like to be the butt of a joke," Ru-

din said.
Like other minority groups,

farmers often feel isolated and be-
leaguered, Rudin said.

But most farmers are conscious
of the pluralistic nature of Ameri-
can society, he added. They are
"overwhelmingly democratic and
non-violent."

Some extremist groups are sur-
vivalists, hoarding weapons and
food. Others are paramilitary and
may have training camps in re-
mote areas of the Midwest.

Many urge the violent overthrow
of the government. A bumperstick-
er seen in Iowa and attributed to
the Posse Comitatus read "Know
Your Leaders; They're Your Ene-
my," Rudin said.

The Posse Comitatus is the only
white supremacist, paramilitary or-
ganization currently listed by the
FBI as a terrorist organization.

Other groups cited by Rudin
were the Populist Party, The Order,
The Covenant, Sword, the Arm of
the Lord, Liberty Lobby, and the
National Agricultural Press Associ-
ation. The political organization of
Lyndon LaRouche is another ex-
tremist group which has targeted
the economically distressed farm
belt, Rudin said.

As the farm crisis deepens, Ru-
din said, there will be "greater and
greater vulnerability" to the rheto-
ric of extremism.

Rudin said churches have an
important role to play in helping
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farmers steer clear of bad legal
advice which could cost them
thousands of dollars without avert-
ing the loss of their farms.

The object of the "rotten legal
advice" offered by extremist
groups is to flood the courts with
frivolous lawsuits, Rudin ex-
plained.

Christian churches particularly
should help their members under-
stand the nature of such groups as
the Christian Identity Movement
which espouses the belief that
whites are God's chosen people
and America and Great Britain, the
promised land.

Rudin believes the Christian
Identity Movement, led by Richard
Butler, bridges the political and re-
ligious extremism.


