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America's farmers are facing a winter of discontent. They are being battered

by the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression of the 1930s, and some ob-

servers believe that today's severe problems are worse than those of fifty years ago.

The recent deaths in Hills, Iowa where an economically distressed farmer shot

his neighbor, his wife, his banker, and finally himself was a tragedy just waiting

to happen. And unless there is economic relief soon, there will be more murders,

suicides, wife and child abuse, drug addiction, and alcoholism on the farms of the

United States.

Many radical right hate groups including the Posse Commitatus, the neo Nazis,

and the Aryan Nations are aiming their violent message of bigotry, extremism, and

anti Semitism at American farmers. Some of these radical right organizations com-

bine their ugly rhetoric with large amounts of automatic weapons; weapons they say

will be used some day against "the real enemies"; bankers, government officials,

blacks, law enforcement officers, Jews; indeed, anyone or any group that makes a

convenient target for hate.

In recent months I have made a series of fact finding trips to Iowa, Missouri,

and Wisconsin. No one should underestimate the seriousness of the farmers' plight,

and no one should minimize the impact that extremist and simplistic answers can

have upon some vulnerable farmers. I am convinced, however, that the overwhelming

majority of our farming community is law abiding, decent, and committed to a plur-

alistic, democratic, and non violent society.

The family farm, indeed, an entire society, is being torn apart this winter.

Violence such as we witnessed in Hills, Iowa may only be the beginning. The rest

of America needs to respond to the desperation of the rural community with com-

passion, understanding, and assistance. The farming community has fed us abun-

dantly for decades, but now it needs our help in resisting the violent siren

songs of the radical right.
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