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OBJECTS OF THE COMMITTEE
The objects of this corporation shall be, to prevent the infrac-

tion of the civil and religious rights of Jews, in any part of the
world; to render all lawful assistance and to take appropriate
remedial action in the event of threatened or actual invasion or
restriction of such rights, or of unfavorable discrimination with
respect thereto; to secure for Jews equality of economic, social
and educational opportunity; to alleviate the consequences of
persecution and to afford relief from calamities affecting Jews,
wherever they may occur; and to compass these ends to adminis-
ter any relief fund which shall come into its possession or which
may be received by it, in trust or otherwise, for any of the afore-
said objects or for purposes comprehended therein.

—Extract from the Charter
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REVIEW AND FORECAST-AJC IN '54 AND '55
BY DR. JOHN SLAWSON

Executive Vice-President
The American Jewish Committee

TN PREPARING for our discussion today I naturally reviewed the major activities of
*• the American Jewish Committee in the past year. I wish that each o£ you could
have combed through these reports as I did. You, too, would have been inspired by
the quantity, quality and importance of what we have done and are doing. I hope
that my necessarily brief descriptions o£ several of these activities will convey to you
the essence of our work and its meaning, even though the presentation will fall far
short of being a comprehensive review.

Could you have scanned the record with me, you would have been impressed by
the increasing clarity of our goals. And you would have been most gratified, as I
was, to perceive in all our operations—as heterogeneous and disparate as they may
appear—a common, underlying motif.

That underlying motif is a faith in America and its institutions. It is the rock-
bottom foundation of our philosophy, our strategy, our tactics.

As an illustration, consider The People Take the Lead—our recently issued bro-
chure which was commented on so favorably by The New York Times. In it we re-
counted the record of progress made in civil rights between 1948 and 1955. No other
time in our history, except perhaps the years immediately following the Civil War,
can equal this period in richness of contributions to our civil rights. In its editorial,
The New York Times complimented us for accentuating the positive. Very often in
our appraisals we Americans are prone to emphasize only the negative. Though we
must be mindful of where we fall short of our goal of equality of opportunity, it is
important that we record our progress as well. The United States Information
Agency, which has distributed previous editions of this brochure overseas, is con-
sidering placing this issue in its libraries around the world to help other people
gain a truer picture of life in the United States.

This faith in America and its institutions is again illustrated in Land Without
Peasants and Jewish Labor in the United States, the most recent additions to AJC's
"This Is Our Home" series, issued under the able guidance of Herbert Ehrmann.
These pamphlets describe the contribution of Jews both to American labor and to
commerce and industry, and thereby to the democratization of America. The ped-
dlers who became small businessmen and merchant princes and the workers who
helped pioneer the American labor movement both shaped and were shaped by
America's open society. And the mass production of clothing, to which Jews have
contributed so much—that permits the servant and her employer to dress approxi-
mately alike—is only a symbol of the democratic nature of our society that Ameri-
can Jews have helped to fashion.

These brochures voice a philosophy about America and the position of Jews in
American life which, I believe, underlies all our activities.

The Year in Retrospect
If I were asked what were the main occurrences of 1954 that had a direct impact

upon our destiny as Americans and also on our program in AJC, I would select
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these two: the condemnation of Senator McCarthy by the United States Senate;
and the desegregation decision o£ the United States Supreme Court. Both symbolize
the progress and strength of our country. The first demonstrates our capacity to
recover from an illness of our body politic; the second illustrates the tremendous
strides we have taken to eliminate discrimination from the American pattern. As
you know, the desegregation decision has been likened in significance in our gen-
eration to the Emancipation Proclamation in its day.

The Senate's action on McCarthy has by no means ended McCarthyism. There
are still great pressures toward political and intellectual conformity in America
today. Senator McCarthy, and others like him, merely exploit these pressures; they
do not create them. A public opinion poll in December, 1954, following McCarthy's
rebuke by the Senate, showed that 44 per cent of Americans still regard him
favorably.

Why do we in the American Jewish Committee find it important to resist this
trend toward conformity? Because only in a society where freedom of dissent is
enshrined is there absolute assurance that all are free to be different—to be mem-
bers of what is sometimes referred to as a minority.

We have opposed the drive toward conformity, under which disagreement is
almost equated with disloyalty, in two principal ways. On a long-range basis, we
work for greater fundamental understanding between the various elements of
the American population. A little later, I shall more fully describe our efforts in
this direction. To achieve more immediate results, we have attacked directly many
of the most glaring symptoms of this conformity "illness."

We have been most concerned with this affliction where it appears in govern-
ment. Because we were alarmed by its presence in Congress, we entered into con-
versations with the Velde Committee (House Committee on Un-American Activities).

The investigative procedures of this committee and others had long been a
source of concern because they often disregarded individual rights. Then, back in
September, 1953, a witness before the committee attacked the memories of Rabbi
Stephen Wise and Rabbi Judah Magnes as well as a number of important Protes-
tant prelates.

These attacks were the forerunners of a contemplated investigation of alleged
communistic influence among the clergy. Such an investigation would have pro-
vided a national forum for slanderous attacks by irresponsible elements, and would
have engendered a great deal of religious animosity.

You know that we, together with the National Council of Churches and the
National Catholic Welfare Conference, had several meetings with this Congres-
sional committee at its invitation. We recommended improved procedures to pro-
tect the rights of witnesses before the committee and of individuals who might be
named by those witnesses. We discussed the committee's plans for investigating the
clergy, teachers, and other groups, and also called attention to the committee's
failure in recent years to investigate the subversive activities of neo-fascists and
those generally referred to as "hate groups." Shortly thereafter, the Velde Com-
mittee announced that there was no demonstrable need for further investigation
of the clergy. Since then there has been a great improvement in procedures of
the committee. And only recently the committee published a preliminary report
on the activities of certain neo-fascist and "hate" groups. This report I shall deal
with in another connection a little later on.

We were attacked vigorously by spokesmen of certain other Jewish organizations
for consulting with the Velde Committee. But I think our faith in the process of
negotiation and persuasion has borne fruit.

In further effort to eliminate unfair procedures used by Congressional investigat-
ing committees, we testified jointly with ADL before Senate and House subcom-
mittees. Harold Riegelman made one of the presentations, and the recommendations
he submitted will, I hope, one day become woven into the rules governing Congres-
sional investigations.

Since the Cold War and the threat it poses to our national security have been
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cited by many as justification for requiring conformity and sacrificing the rights
of the individual, we have devoted a great deal o£ study to the question of guard-
ing our national security without compromising basic American freedoms. The
outcome of this study was the publication, under our sponsorship, of Maurice
Goldbloom's American Security and Freedom, a review of which you may have
seen in the book section of The New York Times on Sunday, January 9. This
book deals with such perplexing problems as the use of the Fifth Amendment,
loyalty considerations in government and private employment, Congressional investi-
gations, Communists in the educational system. It recommends the establishment of
a Presidential commission to determine in what manner the security system should
be overhauled.

Many of the weaknesses of the loyalty-security program pointed out in Amer-
ican Security and Freedom were dramatically illustrated in the recent Ladejinsky
case. In that instance, the lack of objective standards and judicial procedures re-
sulted in the Department of Agriculture dismissing for security reasons a man
whom the State Department and Foreign Operations Administration found ac-
ceptable for sensitive positions. Aside from the loyalty-security implications, we
took an interest in this case because the Department of Agriculture released to
the press an anti-Semitic letter it had received impugning the loyalty of American
Jews of Russian descent. A telegram from Irving M. Engel protesting the release of
this letter brought an invitation from the Secretary of Agriculture to confer with
him on the matter. Murray Gurfein served as AJC's spokesman on the joint AJC-
ADL delegation which met with Secretary Benson.

Our purpose in this conference was to set the record straight so that there
would be no doubt in the public mind about two aspects of the case: first, that
Ladejinsky's religion had not been a factor in determining his security status;
second, that the Department of Agriculture did not in any way endorse the anti-
Semitic views expressed in the letter. These goals were realized in that the Secre-
tary authorized the delegation to release to the press his repudiation of the anti-
Semitic contents of the letter. He also told them that anti-Semitism was personally
abhorrent to him and would not be countenanced in his department. He gave his
assurances that religious considerations had played no role in the Ladejinsky de-
cision.

Ten thousand copies of American Security and Freedom went to opinion mold-
ers throughout the country. It has had immeasurable impact. At a recent meeting
of the American Assembly—a conclave of influential citizens from all walks of
life—on "Personnel Practices of the U.S. Government," recommendations that were
similar, even to language, were made. A number of the participants in the Assem-
bly previously had received copies of American Security and Freedom. The Amer-
ican Bar Association has also made recommendations in this area that are similar to
proposals in our study.

We have contributed to enlightened thinking on this subject in important places
by distributing other materials as well, including the far-sighted and effective pam-
phlet by Judge Simon Rifkind, Reflections on Civil Liberties.

We have not been satisfied merely to develop and propose principles in this area
of security and freedom. We have offered guidance to community groups which
have sought our aid in applying these principles to the perplexing problems that
face them. In May our Executive Committee authorized the establishment of a
three-man committee to guide the staff in counselling communities on problems
of this nature. I can report to you that the committee has done very effective
work.

Combating Threats to Freedom
Basic to the protection of American civil liberties today is an effective anti-

Communist program. On the one hand, Communists are enemies of civil liberties.
On the other hand, the civil liberties problems which plague us most have arisen
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from mishandling of the Communist issue and unwise measures against Commu-
nist subversion.

These are some of the ways in which we have dealt with the problem of Com-
munism this past year. We have helped educate the American people about events
behind the Iron Curtain. We have alerted Jewish communal organizations to
Communist intentions to infiltrate voluntary groups. We have helped our govern-
ment nail Communist lies about America abroad. We have helped develop pro-
grams of positive Americanism.

The House Committe on Communist Aggression recently published its report of
hearings on discrimination in Soviet lands. Included were the testimony of our
own President and the national chairman of the Anti-Defamation League, as
well as excerpts from our books, The Jews in the Soviet Union and The Jews in
the Soviet Satellites, and other bulletins we have published on activities behind the
Iron Curtain.

Our fact sheet, Anti-Semitism Continues in Soviet Satellites, helped alert editors
and commentators to the fact that Communism's unending war against Judaism
had not ended with Stalin's death, but was merely being waged with less fanfare.
Commentary published a half dozen articles on this important problem in the past
year. The Rosenberg Case—Fact and Fiction, by Dr. S. Andhil Fineberg of our
staff, was very well received by the State Department and distributed in Europe
and the Far East, as was The Jews in the Soviet Satellites, as weapons of truth in
the Cold War. Many of our chapters played active roles in their communities to
advance such programs as the Crusade for Freedom and Know Your America
Week.

At the other end of the political spectrum, we have combated bigots who have
exploited the Communist issue as one of many pretexts for their attempts to whip
up anti-Semitism and other forms of bigotry. Our widely distributed brochure,
Anti-Semitic Activity in the United States, exposed these professional hate ped-
dlers, many of whom, under respectable auspices, mask their real intent by adroitly
injecting bigoted views into public discussion of current issues. The pamphlet
pointed out how questions as to public policy on the United Nations, immigration,
the public schools, and methods of opposing Communism, are used as vehicles for
conveying anti-Semitic propaganda.

This publication has been most helpful in alerting responsible organizations to
the threat of subversion by reactionary individuals.

We have been deeply concerned over an organization known as Ten Million
Americans Mobilize for Justice, which includes a combination of misguided cit-
izens, outright anti-Semites, and political opportunists, as well as high-ranking re-
tired military men, brought together to further McCarthyism. We have also been
concerned with Arab influences which encourage anti-Semitism in order to weaken
American friendship toward Israel. We have counseled communities where attempts
have been made to further this propaganda under respectable guises.

A most effective blow against organized bigotry has been struck by the Velde
Committee, which has undertaken the investigation of subversion by extreme right-
wing groups, and has published its Preliminary Report on Neo-Fascist and Hate
Groups. This report emphasizes that Communist subversion cannot be combatted
by subversion of a fascist nature. This point of view by the Velde Committee has
been widely hailed in conservative as well as liberal circles—in the U.S. News and
World Report and The London Economist on the one hand, and the CIO News
on the other.

DEFENDING FREE INSTITUTIONS

Much of our energy is devoted to the defense and support of America's free
institutions. We are trying to help strengthen democratic practices in public edu-
cation. Two problems in this area have been of particular concern to us. One is
the intrusion of religion into the public schools, chipping away at the wall of
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separation between Church and State. The second is the pressure for elimination
of the liberalizing and human relations aspects of education.

For the guidance of our chapters and other community organizations which seek
our counsel, we have recently adopted a Statement of Views on Religion in Public
Education, presenting our views on such matters as released time, religious holi-
day observance, and Bible distribution in the public schools. Our chapters have
been active in a variety of local situations, combatting moves to destroy the secular
nature of public education.

To further the democratic quality of our nation's educational system, we have
played a significant role in the Arden House Round Table of National Organiza-
tions on the Public Schools. There, together with the entire spectrum of leading
American organizations, we have worked to arouse citizen participation in shaping
the destiny of the public schools. This Arden House group will undoubtedly in-
fluence the program of the White House Conference on Education which is being
called in 1955 by President Eisenhower. There, as a result of our contribution, we
hope to see serious consideration given to problems of human relations in educa-
tion, religion in education, and fair educational practices.

Hopefully our role in this forthcoming White House Conference will be as
significant as it was in the 1950 White House Conference on Children and Youth,
which I will touch on in just a moment.

In the past year we have also defended free and fair elections. As we did in
1952, we sponsored a three-faith statement condemning the insertion of bigotry
into election campaigns. This was endorsed by the national chairmen of both
major parties, who sent copies to all state chairmen. We are happy to report that
in every instance where attempts were made to inject anti-Semitism into the cam-
paign, such appeals were rejected by the voters.

We have continued our fight to democratize our immigration law, which, as you
know, is racist in its basic premises, calls for harsh deportation measures, and
creates distinctions between native-born and naturalized citizens. To encourage
immigration reform we have aligned ourselves with like-minded groups and in-
dividuals in promoting the research and educational programs of the American
Immigration Conference and the National Committee on Immigration and Cit-
izenship. And here, we are proud to say, our chapters have been very effective
—in Chicago, Cleveland, Los Angeles, New York and elsewhere—in developing pub-
lic education programs on behalf of a fair immigration policy.

These instances are but a fraction of our activities in defense of America's free
institutions in the face of pressures that would restrict democracy rather than en-
courage its extension.

Progress Against Discrimination
Earlier, I said that the desegregation decision of the Supreme Court was one of

the major events of the year affecting our work. This historic ruling is a significant
high water mark in America's battle against discrimination on racial, religious, and
ancestral grounds—a battle in which the American Jewish Committee has long
been among those leading the assault.

It was most fitting, therefore, that we were very closely involved with the Su-
preme Court decision. Not only were we active, along with other organizations,
in the filing of an amicus brief, but we contributed materially to the social theory
upon which the desegregation decision was based. The ruling, you know, gave
great weight to sociological and psychological factors. The Court took into ac-
count, along with purely legal considerations, the effect of segregation on per-
sonality, and concluded that separate facilities cannot be equal because of the
psychological damage caused by segregation.

Just a few days after the decision was announced, I received a communication
from Melvin A. Glasser, the former Director of the Mid-Century White House
Conference on Children and Youth. It was from this Conference that much of the
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social theory which influenced the Court's decision emerged. The fact-finding
studies from which this theory developed probably would not have been made
were it not for the American Jewish Committee, and we were congratulated by
Mr. Glasser on the important action that had stemmed from our activities. His
concluding words have great meaning for us. He said, "It is not often that we
can show a direct relationship between good research and desirable social action,
but when we can it is certainly heartening."

Desegregation is still a problem for us because of the difficulties in putting it
into effect in many communities. And let me say at this point that any Jew—any
member of any minority group—who feels he has no stake in this problem be-
cause he is not a Negro, fails to see the realities of the situation. It is a fact that
discrimination against any group in America makes the position of other groups
insecure. Anti-Semites already have exploited desegregation problems, saying, as
did the hate sheet, Common Sense: "Jewish Marxists Threaten Negro Revolt."
This is a typical example of how demagogues use scapegoatism to exploit dis-
content for their own gain.

I am happy to report that in communities such as Atlanta, St. Louis and Miami,
where desegregation has produced conflict over implementation, our chapters have
been among the leaders calling for a sound, intelligent, American approach to this
problem. And they have done a magnificent job.

In 1954, as always, we fought discrimination in all the signficant areas of
American life, including education, housing, employment, and public accommoda-
tions. This year recorded significant advances toward a goal for which we have
long been working—elimination of discriminatory admissions practices by medical
schools.

A survey by the New York State Department of Education showed great im-
provement in the standards used by medical schools in that state in selecting the
class admitted in 1954. Particularly significant was the report that the freshman
class at Cornell Medical School was 35 per cent Jewish. Previously the school had
a 10 to 15 per cent quota. We first sat down with school officials several years ago
to discuss their discriminatory policies. Usually, their first reply was: "We don't
have any." Rather than attack them as others might have done, we continued con-
versations, and eventually they accepted our facts, figures, and viewpoint. Norman
Goetz, Fred Greenman and others who were active as members of the Board o£
Trustees of the State University were very helpful in achieving this important
result.

We are beginning to tackle the problem of the misuse of the personality factor
in the determination of medical school admissions. Even when it is not used as a
deliberate ruse for eliminating certain applicants, personality evaluation of a can-
didate based on an interview is often so subjective that it cannot be unbiased. We
are encouraging the State of New York to make a study of what personality fac-
tors are important to the aspiring physician, and how they can be measured ob-
jectively. If valid and objective personality standards should one day be adopted
by the nation's medical schools, the quality of medical service throughout the
country would be improved.

Another concern we have with activities on the college campus relates to ad-
missions practices of fraternities and sororities, a majority of which discriminate
on racial or religious grounds. The Greek letter world includes some 400,000 college
undergraduates, and millions of others in professional and honorary associations
and in high school fraternities with similar patterns. Thus a large segment of the
nation's future leadership comes to maturity in a setting that accepts racial and
religious discrimination as a social norm. We have given support to the National
Committee on Fraternities in Education, a group of civic leaders and college edu-
cators which hopes through a program of research and public education to en-
courage colleges and fraternities to end this form of discrimination.

As part of our program to combat discrimination in employment, we have
worked with the President's Committee on Government Contracts. This group, on
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which our own Fred Lazarus, Jr., serves, seeks the end of employment bias in firms
dealing with the government. Our Philadelphia Chapter was the moving spirit
behind an excellent FEP film made under the auspices of the Governor's Commis-
sion on Industrial Race Relations of Pennsylvania. This motion picture, entitled
For Fair Play, was produced and directed for the Governor's Commission by the
head of AJC's Film Division.

Intergroup Understanding
I want to go on to discuss a sphere of activity which, in my view, is perhaps

the most important area of our concern. It is also the most difficult aspect of our
work in which to arouse interest because it involves programs that are not emer-
gencies—programs that seek a better tomorrow. I refer to our long-range efforts
to cope with the problem that has been with us for 2,000 years. These activities,
aimed at improving intergroup understanding on a day-to-day basis, are unheralded
and unsung. They are affirmative endeavors whereby we work in cooperation with
the important institutions in American life to further the unity of the American
people. As the emergencies that confront us are met—as threats are diminished and
as organized anti-Semitism wanes—we are enabled to engage in more of these activi-
ties that enrich relationships with our fellow Americans, and that build bridges of
understanding of an enduring nature.

As an example of this kind of program, I cite the Yale Divinity School research,
which now has become a full-time project. This is a study of religious lesson ma-
terial which seeks the elimination of unfortunate and harmful references to Jews
and other religious, racial, and national groups in Christian educational texts, and
the substitution of correct information. Certain foundations recently examined
that project and recommended that we expand it. Several other universities, Cath-
olic and Protestant, are considering similar studies.

Human relations workshops on university campuses in different parts of the
country are also making important contributions to this increase in understanding
on a permanent, non-emergency basis. At the present time there are six univers-
ities with which we have been working, and we are consulting with three others
that wish to establish workshops.

In this connection I want to describe one interesting development. St. Louis Uni-
versity, a Catholic school, and Washington University, a non-sectarian school, are
both located in St. Louis. We have worked with both institutions. Recently the
two decided to offer jointly a course on "Religion in a Free Society." And this is
what appeared on the cover of the pamphlet announcing the course: "One of the
most cherished features of our democracy is the religious freedom it guarantees, the
right of every citizen to worship (or not to worship) God as his conscience di-
rects. This freedom has given rise to one of the most free pluralistic religious
cultures in the world, the chief strands of which are Protestantism, Catholicism and
Judaism."

Please remember that this is a non-sectarian university and a Catholic university
joining in seminars of this nature.

Another excellent tool building intergroup appreciation is the Panel of Amer-
icans, which has become a very potent force for understanding on college cam-
puses. As you know, AJC helped nurture the Panel in its early years. Now that it
is sponsored by an independent committee of prominent citizens from all over the
country, we still maintain a keen interest in its success. Panels, now operating at
eighteen colleges and universities, consist of teams of students of various racial,
religious, and national backgrounds who speak and jointly lead public discus-
sions on discrimination and prejudice. In every community they are gaining support
from groups which never before expressed an interest in intergroup relations. Our
chapters have been very helpful in aiding the Panels build this broad-gauged com-
munity support.

And while mentioning chapter activity in this connection, I wish to draw your
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attention to the very important work of our Milwaukee Chapter, which spear-
headed the raising of funds to establish a Chair of Jewish Learning at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin. This chair will become a fountainhead of accurate informa-
tion about Jews and Judaism in that part of the country.

Other ongoing programs to strengthen intergroup relations continued along
traditional lines. We supplied materials to magazine, newspaper, radio and tele-
vision outlets. Incidentally, our one-minute TV spots advancing human relations
brought AJC a third major award—a special citation from Variety, the publication
of the entertainment industry. The citation said, in part, "In the realm of com-
bating prejudice, the AJC has made TV an instrument for good." We also worked
closely with youth, labor and veterans organizations.

On behalf of the Intergroup Committee on Human Relations, which is com-
posed of representatives of AJC and five state commissions against discrimination,
we have been producing a series of intergroup relations films. Each is based on
an excerpt of a successful Hollywood motion picture. In the past year we com-
pleted the third in this series, derived from Go For Broke. A fourth, based on
Gentlemen's Agreement, is now being edited.

To catalogue our many other activities of this nature would be a very lengthy
task. I will cite just two examples, which are not atypical.

Through our Youth Division we have been working very closely with the Na-
tional Social Welfare Assembly, the planning body of social welfare in the United
States, which serves seventy constituent national organizations and their com-
munity affiliates. We have, in a measure, been responsible for the increased activ-
ities in intergroup relations undertaken by that association. As a result, we now
see a greater emphasis on human relations in leadership training institutes and
conferences held for youth leaders. We also find this increased concern with inter-
group relations reflected in the practices of summer camps run by voluntary agen-
cies, and in the better type of comic books. As you know, comics are read avidly
by practically every youngster in the land.

My second example illustrates our use of radio to advance good human rela-
tions. In cooperation with the National Broadcasting Company, we will produce
very shortly four half-hour documentary radio programs based on AJC pam-
phlets concerned with furthering intergroup understanding and the preservation
of our civil liberties. The air time on a coast-to-coast hook-up which the network
has given us is worth a small fortune. Costs to us, for script and talent, will be
only $3,500. This is an illustration of how we are able to make limited funds go
a long way. Unfortunately our funds were too limited to permit us to derive
maximum benefit. The network would have donated time for four more programs,
but we had to pass up this additional grant because our budget could not meet
the production costs of the additional shows.

Human relations training for police officers is most important in overcoming
prejudice, assuring equal enforcement of laws, minimizing intergroup tension,
and guarding against anti-democratic demogoguery. In New York and elsewhere
we have been helpful in setting up courses in human relations for police officers,
and we are looked to nationally as authorities in this field.

Within the Jewish Community
I would like to say just a few words about our work within the Jewish com-

munity as such. I will be brief, for I know you will all be attending the Saturday
luncheon session, where Herbert Ehrmann will lead a discussion on Currents in
Jewish Community Life.

It is interesting to note that for the first time in more than a century, three-
quarters of the American Jewish population was born in the United States. That
fact imports a new dimension to problems of integration and of perpetuation of
Jewish life in America. New Jewish communal patterns are certain to flow from



AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 635

this circumstance, and the American Jewish Committee has an important role to
play in the development of these patterns.

And so we are engaged in clarifying what should be AJC's concern with Jewish
education. We know that if we do not exert a healthful influence on current edu-
cational practices, we may soon find many of our youngsters developing hostility
toward Judaism rather than attachment. Naturally, our interest is limited to those
aspects of Jewish education which relate to human relations, not touching on re-
ligious belief and practice.

In working with Jewish educators on this problem, we will be greatly aided
by the resultss of the Jewish attitudes study now being completed by our Scien-
tific Research Division. This study, based on hundreds of intensive interviews with
Jewish children and their parents in an Eastern city, will tell us a great deal
about the attitude of American Jews toward Israel. Preliminary analyses of the
findings have already given us new insights for a program of education which
recognizes that retention of Jewish traditions and full participation in American
life are entirely consistent.

In many ways, some old, some new, we have continued that portion of our
work devoted to serving Jewish community life. Commentary published its hun-
dredth issue in the past year. It now enjoys a circulation of 23,000, and is read
in sixty-six countries. The mirror it holds up to Jewish life in America has en-
abled many to see more clearly. It has done more than enrich Jewish community
life. It has had an impact on the American intellectual that is unique in the
history of journalism in the past several decades. Its authoritative articles are used
widely by universities and government agencies.

To enable rabbis to enlarge their contribution to better interfaith understand-
ing, we have conducted, with the cooperation of television networks, annual Rab-
binical Radio and TV Workshops in the past two years. These have been so suc-
cessful that a similar workshop was held in Los Angeles this year to serve the rab-
binate in that part of the country. Another is contemplated for Chicago. This
year, incidentally, we also sponsored a similar workshop for labor educators, so that
the unions will be able to make the most effective use of the air waves for their
public service messages, particularly in the field of human relations.

You probably know that some spokesmen for rabbinical and synagogue groups
have been saying that relations with religious bodies of other faiths should be the
exclusive jurisdiction of the rabbinate, and that "secular" agencies such as the
American Jewish Committee should relinquish this activity. At our Executive
Committee meeting in October we explained why the AJC must work with re-
ligious as well as lay organizations. We trust that those who have raised objec-
tions will recognize the correctness of our views.

Celebration of the Tercentenary was undoubtedly the outstanding event in Jew-
ish community life across the country in 1954. You know, of course, of our role
in helping to launch this nation-wide observance. In the past year, as a national
agency we contributed many important services to the American Jewish Tercen-
tenary Committee. But I am particularly proud of the part played by our chapters
and individual members in sparkplugging community celebrations. In Boston,
Buffalo, Miami, Milwaukee, San Francisco, and Washington, D. C, to name just
a few cities, AJC contributed leadership in making the Tercentenary observance a
meaningful experience for Jews and their fellow citizens.

Next year, as part of our contribution to the Tercentenary, we hope to sponsor
a scholarly conference on religious and ethnic group life in our American society.
This conclave, of several days' duration, will draw upon the wisdom and experi-
ence of some of the most fertile minds of our country. It should yield a distilla-
tion of thinking which will bring new understanding not only to the meaning
of Jewish experience in America, but to the meaning of group life in the United
States as well.
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In Behalf of Jews Abroad

In furtherance of the founding purpose of our organization, we have con-
tinued to seek protection for the rights of Jews all over the world. We are greatly
concerned at this time about the plight of Jews in North Africa. I will not go into
that in detail now, because many of you will hear reports at your workshop this
afternoon; and I hope that Irving M. Engel will refer to it in his Presidential
Address tomorrow night. Moreover, we have just published a brochure on this sub-
ject, which will be sent to you.

I do wish to mention just two aspects of the recent mission to North Africa by
Irving M. Engel, Jacob Blaustein, and myself. Our conversations with the U. S.
State Department, French officials, Arab leaders, and the heads of the North African
Jewish communities helped us crystallize this balanced view: first, that Jews
should be guaranteed full civil and political rights; second, that while we hope for
the establishment of conditions that will permit full integration, Jews who wish
to emigrate should be permitted to do so, taking their belongings with them.

Another aspect, unrelated to the substance of the problem, made a distinct im-
pression on me. Wherever we went, the government officials, journalists and other
dignitaries were most impressed by the fact that Jacob Blaustein, a busy indus-
tralist, and Irving M. Engel, a busy lawyer, dropped their business for two whole
weeks to help their fellow men. Europeans are not accustomed to seeing this sort
of volunteer public service. We often tend to demean ourselves in comparing
American and European cultures. But believe me, the American citizen's sense of
social responsibility cannot be equalled anywhere in the world.

The past year found us busily engaged in efforts designed to bring relief to,
and facilitate rehabilitation of, the victims of Nazism. In this country, AJC edu-
cational activity was largely responsible for the release of $3,000,000 of heirless
property, which is now available to help those who survived the Nazi terror. As
members of the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, we par-
ticipated in the allocation of the $9,500,000 made available to that organization
in the first year of the program. Germany's total commitment to the Conference is
$107,000,000 over a twelve- to fourteen-year period. As you know, we played an
important role in the negotiations which led to the settlement between this inter-
organization agency and West Germany.

The failure of the Austrian Government to make a fair and realistic repara-
tions proposal has thwarted the aims of the Committee on Jewish Claims Against
Austria, in which we play a most active role. We shall continue, with the support
of our own government, to seek from the Austrian Government new and satisfac-
tory proposals to serve as the basis for the renewal of negotiations.

Our Paris office continues its splendid service to Jewish community life in West-
ern Europe. To give you an idea of what our Paris office does, let me cite just one
illustration. A Communist-front organization attempted to mobilize a Jewish action
program against rearmament in Germany—the burning issue in France today. All
the leading Jewish organizations were to be involved. Our Paris office, whose di-
rector is with us today, alerted the Yiddish press and other Jewish organizations.
As a result, no important organization has been misled into becoming a member
of the Communist front.

Evidences, our French publication, is one of the most effective interpreters of
American issues in Europe. When European Communists tried to place an anti-
Semitic interpretation on the Rosenberg case, it was Evidences that first published
the facts which reduced the effectiveness of that propaganda drive. For this we
received the hearty thanks of the State Department. Evidences also published
articles on Jews behind the Iron Curtain and the plight of Jews in North Africa,
which were among the most illuminating sources of information on these subjects
in all Europe.

Let me tell of another service rendered by our Paris office. Andre Siegfried,
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one of Europe's outstanding political philosophers, was writing a new book on the
United States. It may well make as significant an impact as his influential America
Comes of Age, which is ranked with the classic works of Bryce and de Tocqueville
among the great appraisals of the American scene. In his new work, a chapter
on the "Jewish minority" contained many erroneous and harmful passages. Since
this book will be translated into English and will undoubtedly be read in influ-
ential circles for many years to come, it was important that Siegfried correct his
errors. Following several meetings with the director of our Paris office, he did
make appreciable changes in the manuscript. Although some of his misconcep-
tions persist, many of the more unfortunate references have been corrected.

With Germany on the threshold of regained sovereignty, the question of whether
revived nationalism will lead to resurgent Nazism is crucial. AJC has been con-
sulted by the Bonn government, the opposition Social Democratic Party, and
private organizations for help in programs which will exert an enlightening in-
fluence on German thinking.

Jews in Latin America face other characteristic problems—those induced by liv-
ing under dictatorial governments. Their community organization is badly in need
of strengthening.

In Argentina, where President Peron and Catholic groups are clashing, we
hear the cry, "Down with Peron and his Jewish friends." The Instituto Judio
Argentino de Cultura e Informacion, which we have given some support, and
which shares our conceptions about Jewish life, is engaging in significant defense
work, and is fostering cultural activities and interfaith relations. We are now
encouraging Brazilians to found a similar organization in their country, and we
expect to open our own office in Brazil next year.

To help build a sound Jewish community life, we encourage the Instituto's pub-
lication of Comentario, a counterpart of our own Commentary, and we ourselves
publish Yedios, a Yiddish periodical. To counteract anti-Semitic currents fostered
by Arabs and Italian fascist and Nazi expatriates, we published Breviario del Odio,
a Spanish version of Bre'viaire de la Haine, a book documenting Nazi crimes against
the Jews. The same work appeared in English as Harvest of Hate. We also pub-
lished a Spanish translation of one of our Studies in Prejudice.

As illustrative of our activity in South America, I will relate one incident. In
Chile, Catholic prelates held a conference on Communism in October 1954. A
proposed resolution falsely charged that there was a close association between Jews
and Communism. Our staff member in Buenos Aires, accompanied by a lay leader
of the Instituto Judio, went to Chile, armed with AJC publications, studies, Con-
gressional testimony, and other material. As a result, the invidious resolution was
dropped.

Events in Israel and their impact in the United States were the focus of a great
deal of our energy last year. Our Executive Committee, at both its meetings in
1954, urged our government to review its entire Middle Eastern policy along lines
which would best serve American interests by promoting peace and stability in that
troubled area. We opposed shipment of arms to the Middle East without assur-
ances that military imbalances threatening Israel's existence would not result. We
called the State Department's attention to Arab economic boycott measures against
all Jews, including U. S. citizens—whereupon our government protested certain
of these measures.

To improve understanding of events in Israel, we issued a fact sheet on ten-
sions in the Middle East for the guidance of writers, editors, commentators and
other opinion molders in the United States. We brought Israeli officials into con-
tact with influential editors of the religious press so that misconceptions con-
cerning the Arab refugee problem might be corrected. The results of these meet-
ings led to the appearance of several well-balanced articles in influential journals.

This past year we were invited to participate in a "permanent framework of co-
operation" among Jewish organizations in this country on behalf of Israel. In
accordance with our traditional viewpoint, we declined this invitation. As we
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have always done, we will continue to cooperate with other groups for specific
purposes in areas of mutual agreement. But experience has taught us that by
maintaining our organizational independence we not only remain more responsive
to the wishes o£ our members, but we also are able to act with greater effective-
ness.

In working for the fulfillment and protection of human rights both here and
abroad, support of the United Nations is a pillar of our program. We have pub-
lished material defending the UN against malicious attack. In response to many
requests for an analysis of the Bricker Amendment, which was, in part, intended
to bar U. S. support of human rights covenants, we prepared an effective fact
sheet pointing out how this measure, by crippling the treaty-making power of the
President, would be harmful to America.

As you know, we collaborate closely with UNESCO. The pamphlet, Racial
Equality and the Law by Dr. Morroe Berger, which we were commissioned by
UNESCO to prepare, has been very well received throughout the world, and has
been translated into three languages. The U. S. National Commission for
UNESCO accepted our proposal that it undertake a broad educational program
for Human Rights Day. We helped the Commission prepare a guide book for com-
munity observance of this occasion.

To further year-round support of the principles of the Declaration of Human
Rights, we prepared a work book on human rights for community leaders, which
will be published under the joint sponsorship of a dozen national organizations.

Of the most far-reaching importance in the advancement of human rights will
be a Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations on Discrimination and Preju-
dice, which the UN Secretary General has called for the end of March. We helped
shape the agenda for this conference, and have prepared a report which will be
the basis of one of the working papers.

From the highlights of our activity, which I have just described, you can see
how wide is AJC's scope. To carry on a program as broad as ours as effectively
as we do, requires a staff of outstanding ability and a membership devoted to the
high purposes which we serve and eager to further these purposes within then-
communities. We are indeed fortunate to have so able a staff and so dedicated a
membership. In recent years we have devoted a great deal of energy to deter-
mining how these human resources could continue most effectively to further AJC
program. Professionally assisted studies showed us that organizational growth and
the evolution of our program emphases called for changes in staff and lay com-
mittee structure. Such changes were instituted this year.

Perhaps the major change was in the area of community affairs, where our
Community Service and Community Activities Departments were merged into a
single department. Now our services to communities will be more integrated. The
Community Affairs Committee made a special study of the needs of our chapters
and of various communities for field staff service. As a result we shall open up
one or two new field offices, and shall take steps to develop potential AJC strength
in the growing suburban areas.

I want to tell you something about this staff of ours. Its quality, devotion, and
resourcefulness fill me with enthusiasm that is difficult to expresss. Let me just
say that in all my long years I have never worked with a staff as dedicated and
as capable.

The new organizational structure of our lay committees will be finalized by
action to amend the By-laws, which you will be asked to consider at our luncheon
session on Sunday. The purposes of these changes were: first, to permit the in-
volvement of more of our members throughout the country in discussing, formulat-
ing and interpreting the program of the national organization; second, to make
AJC more effective in the communities. I won't go into the details of these changes,
but I hope you will ask Mrs. Simon, our chairman, about it during the discus-
sion period. I have never seen a more skillful, a more successful job done in as
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difficult an area than Mrs. Simon has done as Chairman of our Lay Structure
Committee.

The Road Ahead

So much for what we have done in 1954. Now for a brief look ahead. I will not
attempt prophecy, for that is most difficult in these trying days. However, I do
want to point out a few facts upon which we may base some conclusions as to
where we want to go in 1955.

Consider first the changing aspect of the Cold War. On Sunday we will discuss
at length the implications for AJC in recent changes in the Soviet foreign policy.
Communism's new strategy has beclouded many issues in the minds of many
people both at home and abroad. Situations developing from this confusion of
attitudes will underlie much of our program in the ensuing year.

The second fact is the development in this country of a more favorable attitude
toward Jews. Let me cite the results of a public opinion poll which asked, "What
do you think about living next door to a Jew?" In 1954, 88 per cent of a sample
of non-Jewish Americans answered, "It doesn't make any difference." In 1950 only
69 per cent said they would be content to have Jewish neighbors. Incidentally, we
are not certain that opinion molders and leaders in American life share these views,
and we will make further studies to determine their attitudes toward Jews.

A third fact to take into account is that in the area of freedom of expression
and opinion, we still find less tolerance of dissent than we would like.

Now if we put these facts together, certain implications regarding our program
in 1955 become very clear. When we couple a more favorable attitude toward
Jews with a lessening of tolerance toward political and social dissent, I think we
see proof of the effectiveness of the work of the American Jewish Committee and
other organizations in the human relations field. Historically we know that when
there is a general reduction of liberalism, when pressures for conformity mount,
anti-Semitism and other anti-minority attitudes and practices come into vogue.
But such is not the case today. True, in the past year we saw an increase in the
activity and the literature produced by professional hate groups. Yet in spite of
their greater effort, their effectiveness decreased. And here is the reason why. There
has come into being an American ethic of increasing power against group bigotry,
against anti-Semitism. Although other social forces have contributed to the de-
velopment of this moral standard, a good share of the credit must go to the
effectiveness of our work and that of others laboring in the same vineyard.

A second conclusion that is obvious for 1955 is that we must continue to con-
cern ourselves with the general problem of freedom in America. Here we must
continue to work with a broad base of other organizations. As one of the groups
most sensitive to the danger which repression of speech and thought hold for our
country, we must help mobilize our fellow Americans to an awareness of this threat.
For only when all segments of the population are alert to the threat to their liber-
ties will our climate of freedom be fully restored. But we cannot be effective if our
role is only that of the lone pioneer blazing a trail. We must be a part of a popular
American movement, a return to basic American principles of freedom.

To assure the security of American Jews, and to help restore full respect for
the human rights of the individual, we must continue a third essential aspect of
our program—countering the threat of Communism. World Communism's aims of
dominating the globe, and subverting American institutions in the process, must
be thwarted.

Those who cherish freedom must lead the fight against Communism lest dema-
gogues who would throttle human liberty gain strength by exploiting the issue.
We will therefore play our part in this national effort against Communism by un-
masking Communist fronts, on the one hand, and the false foes of Communism
who would jeopardize our freedoms, on the other. We will also continue our two-
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pronged educational program—as to the nature of Communism as such, and as to
the incompatibility of Communism and Judaism.

Our main goals for 1955 are, as always, twofold: first, to eliminate all barriers to
full participation of Jews in American society—full participation, not just political
and economic, but social and even psychological. We shall seek full participation
of Jews not only in American society, but in all other societies where they find
themselves. Second, to help America safeguard its "open" democratic society by
seeking unity amidst its great diversity.
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THE SIXTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING

THE SIXTY-SEVENTH annual meeting of The Jewish Publication Society of Amer-
ica was held on May 1, 1955, at the Warwick Hotel, 17th and Locust Streets,

Philadelphia, Pa., at three o'clock in the afternoon. Edwin Wolf, 2nd, President of
the Society, served as chairman. In attendance were members of the Society, Officers,
Trustees, and members of the Publication Committee.

Publication Committee Report

Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Chairman of the Publication Committee, reported as
follows:

I welcome the opportunity to express my thanks to the members of the Pub-
lication Committee who have, during the past year, helped us considerably by
reading the books and manuscripts which were submitted to them. Sometimes the

l Term expires in 1956. ' Term expires in 1957. ' Term expires in 1958.
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Trustees are also invited to read for us and occasionally we call for the advice of
outsiders in the capacity of experts in various fields. To all these men and women
who have responded and rendered service to the Society I express heartfelt thanks.

Our Editor informs me that since the last annual meeting in May, 1954, sixty-
two manuscripts and books were submitted to the Jewish Publication Society and,
for one reason or another, returned to their authors. This number does not include
the manuscripts ultimately accepted for publication, or mere outlines for projects
which people send us asking for advice or encouragement.

Of the sixty-two, about a third were submitted to readers. The others were re-
turned to their authors after having been read and discussed by the editorial
staff.

In the course of recent years our experience has shown that relatively few of the
unsolicited manuscripts are likely to be accepted. The majority of those which
eventually are accepted for publication by the Society are such as have either
been suggested by us, or with regard to which there has been been continuous
discussion between author and editor during the process of writing. Unfortunately
the Society does not have the funds to subvention authors to prepare books. The
authors are available; the subjects on which we would like them to write are im-
portant for the Jewish community; but we cannot get subject and author together
without a cementing financial bond.

One of the recurrent problems confronting the Society is the lack of good Jewish
works of fiction. I am pleased to note that toward the end of 1954 we published an
excellent novel. Margaret Abrams' Awakened tells a story about American Jewish
life which has long needed telling. The book has all the virtues that people have
been expecting of books published by the Society. It is dignified, fairly well written,
and interesting, and it deals in a positive manner with problems of American

Jewry. We should have more such works of fiction. Yet few such books are written,
and rarely indeed do they come to us.

In general, fiction has been losing ground in the United States during the past
few years. Whether this is a temporary or a permanent phenomenon I do not ven-
ture to say. It may well be that American society in general is being divided be-
tween those whose cultural appetite is satisfied by the television screen, and those
who remain unsatisfied by fiction. Such a division has existed in American Jewish
life for some time.

Whoever meets groups of Jews throughout the country is astonished by the preva-
lent ignorance of Jewish fundamentals. The growing need is still for the type of
books to the production of which the Society is dedicated, namely, informative and
instructive literature for popular consumption. From this viewpoint, there never
was greater need for the work which the Society primarily has been doing.

It is becoming more and more apparent that the task of the Society is essentially
that of informal education. The Jewish school, because of its limitations of time
and because of the age of its pupils, can offer no more than a glimpse into our
cultural heritage. Adult classes connected with various institutions unfortunately
appeal to an exceedingly small number. Synagogues generally limit themselves
to the specifically religious aspects of life.

Whether this is necessary, proper, or desirable is debatable, but we must accept
it as a fact of American Jewish life. The transmission of the vast Jewish heritage in
cultural terms must be assumed by organizations like ours. As times goes on it be-
comes increasingly clear that the realization of our hope for a spiritually and cul-
turally strong Jewish community in the United States requires planning and organi-
zation. Our fourth century can be the most fruitful one if we enter upon it with
an awareness of our communal problems and with a determination to solve them.

Those men and women who have stayed with the Society over a period of years
are certainly conscious of the heroic efforts we have made to give literary expression
to the best in Jewish life and thought. It is to them that we turn with the plea to
make the Society, its ideals and its program, known to their friends. Thus shall our
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influence be spread more widely. Thus may we hope that the American Jewish com-
munity shall be culturally and spiritually enriched.

Respectfully submitted,
Louis E. LEVINTHAL, Chairman, Publication Committee

Treasurer's Report
Myer Feinstein, Treasurer of the Society, reported as follows:
The year 1954 showed a substantial increase in the Society's financial activities,

due primarily to increased sales of Bibles and other books. Further, we were able to
accomplish our projected program of new publications with the exception of two
titles which were carried over into 1955 and have since been published.

Total income for the year 1954 was $282,725.00 as compared with $248,792.00 in
1953. Total expenditures in 1954 were $280,233.00 as compared with $244,064.00 in
1953, so that a gain o£ $2,492.00 was transferred to surplus in 1954 as compared
with $4,728.00 in 1953.

The detail regarding 1954 income consists of $91,668.00 from membership dues;
$76,686.00 from sale of Bibles; $68,700.00 from sale of other publications; $12,685.00
from donations (which includes $8,521.00 from Welfare Funds); $22,089.00 from
the Jacob R. Schiff Fund; and $10,897.00 from "miscellaneous" income.

The detail regarding expenditures consists of $170,790.00 for costs of book pro-
duction and $109,443.00 for costs of distribution and administration.

May I point out that our income from sources other than donations and subven-
tions amounted to $247,949.00, so that we derive approximately 85 per cent of our
budgetary needs from operating income. The balance of 15 per cent received from
donations and subventions is the vital factor, since we could not possibly survive
without it.

Our comparative balance sheet continues to reflect an improved condition. We
reduced the valuation of our inventory of books from $41,011.00 to $29,070.00 and
reduced the mortgage on our building to $7,000.00. On the other hand, we increased
our bank loan to $15,000.00 in order to secure necessary cash for payment of obli-
gations which fell due during the year.

In summary, I can report that the Society is in a stronger financial condition
than it was a year ago, but that there is still much room for improvement. We must
develop our resources to a point where funds will be available for implementation
of the many important long-term projects which we have under consideration. Such
projects require an expenditure of funds similar to the "venture capital" which is
such an essential part of industrial development. Without such "venture" and in-
vestment in creative projects, the Society would soon stagnate and lose vitality.

I am hopeful that our financial condition will continue to improve and that
funds will be made available so that the Society can strengthen its vital program
of service to the cultural life of English-speaking Jews throughout the world.

Respectfully submitted,
MYER FEINSTEIN, Treasurer

The Executive Secretary, Lesser Zussman, presented an informal report on the
Society's membership and fund-raising activities during the past year.

Report of the Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee takes pleasure in presenting this report.
We unanimously recommend the following as officers, honorary officers, and trus-

tees of the Society—the officers and honorary officers for a one-year term, and trustees
for terms of three years.
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OFFICERS

EDWIN WOLF, 2ND, President (2nd term)
CHIEF JUSTICE HORACE STERN, 1st Vice President (44th term)
SOL SATINSKY, 2nd Vice President (3rd term)
DR. JACOB R. MARCUS, 3rd Vice President (2nd term)
MYER FEINSTEIN, Treasurer (3rd term)
LESSER ZUSSMAN, Secretary & Executive Secretary (6th term)
JUDGE LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL, Chairman, Publication Committee (12th term)
DR. SOLOMON GRAYZEL, Editor (17th term)

HONORARY PRESIDENT

J. SOLIS-COHEN, JR.

HONORARY VICE PRESIDENTS

SAMUEL BRONFMAN, Montreal
LEE M. FRIEDMAN, Boston
JAMES MARSHALL, New York
SAMUEL I. ROSENMAN, New York
PHILIP SLOMOVITZ, Detroit
MICHAEL A. STAVITSKY, Newark
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TRUSTEES

The following trustees have completed their terms of office and are recommended
for re-election to three-year terms:

BERNARD L. FRANKEL, Philadelphia
HOWARD S. LEVY, Philadelphia
SIDNEY NEUMANN, Philadelphia
FRANK J. RUBENSTEIN, Baltimore

For election as trustees for a three-year term, we recommend:

MAXWELL ABBELL, Chicago
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Respectfully submitted,
SOL SATINSKY, Chairman
JOSEPH FIRST
JACOB C. GUTMAN
FRANK J. RUBINSTEIN
LESSER ZUSSMAN, Secretary

The report of the Nominating Committee was approved unanimously.
Mr. Edwin Wolf, 2nd, President, submitted his annual report (as printed on

p. 647-53).
Dr. Solomon B. Freehof, author of The Responsa Literature, read an interesting

paper on "The American Responsa." The paper was well received, and fully con-
sidered by the audience during the discussion period which followed.

The membership meeting was adjourned at five o'clock in the afternoon.
Respectfuly submitted,

LESSER ZUSSMAN, Secretary
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THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT
FOR THE YEAR 1954

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:

You know that in national politics the first year of a new president's administra-
tion is termed a honeymoon period, because no one is supposed to disagree with
him and everything is supposed to run smoothly. I can say that so far I have not
been subject to bitternessss from a loyal opposition, and that the affairs of your
Society have progressed well. Perhaps my honeymoon is now over.

It would be unfair to you and to the Society, as well as intellectually dishonest
of me, did I not express my deep concern about one major phase of the Society's
existence. The books we are publishing are of a quality which we can be genuinely
proud of. We published this year, and have planned for next year, a well-rounded,
attractive list, with as seductive a blend of scholarly works and popular books, his-
tory and religion, adult reading and juveniles, as we are able to present. These
publications have received most satisfactory critical acclaim, and they are selling
satisfactorily.

As a national cultural institution we are at long last beginning to get the recog-
nition from welfare funds that has, in view of the service we have rendered to the
Jewish community of America, long been our due. This recognition is still in most
cities of a token nature only, but we are grateful to find that more and more com-
munities, fifty-three this year as compared to thirty last year, are becoming aware
that they owe something to the spirit of Judaism and the essence of Jewishness as
well as to the physical health and welfare, the rights and privileges, and the com-
munal life of Jews both here and abroad.

There are, however, large Jewish communities in this country which still do not
understand the basic fact of the survival of the Jew through the ages—his singular
dedication to his cultural heritage. They do not realize that in a democracy, above
all, respect for Jews exists fundamentally because they have been the people of the
Book, and that a Jew's greatest contribution to a predominantly Christian civiliza-
tion lies in his unique beliefs, ethics, and historical experience. And yet, that con-
tribution cannot be made unless the Jews of the United States know and are proud
of these beliefs, ethics, and experience. Through its books the Society for sixty-seven
years has been offering these resources to English-speaking Jews. The CTeation of
new expressions of the Jewish spirit in book form is one of the essentials of the
survival of Judaism.

Consequently, I come to that area of the Society's activities which is still weak
and still unexploited—our membership. This year, for the first time in our recent
history, we made a concerted effort to secure new members in Philadelphia. A
hard-working committe o£ women, under the leadership of your trustee, Mrs. Max L.
Margolis, assisted by Mrs. Harry K. Cohen, arranged a series of promotional teas to
introduce and explain the Society to groups who knew little or nothing about us.
As an educational venture it was successful and well-received; as a membership-
getting device it was only moderately effective. We are planning to take advantage
of the climate created and, in the fall, resume these activities in an intensified
manner.

The Trustees have authorized the engagement of an additional member of the
staff to be charged primarily with responsibility for increasing the membership. As
we are able to crystallize the lessons which the Philadelphia experiment is teaching,
we shall extend its operation to other cities. It is highly gratifying to be able to
announce that a group of interested members of the Los Angeles community have
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already begun on their own a program o£ membership stimulation, and we are
looking forward confidently to an increase in our West Coast supporters.

It is apparent that no membership campaign can be successful unless Jewish
leaders throughout the country help. We can count less than one-fifth of one per
cent of the Jews in this country as our members. In the face of the growth of com-
munities and at a time of a renaissance of Judaism and Jewish education, these
figures are both ridiculous and pitiful. Your officers and trustees are doing what
they can to correct this situation; but the Society and its ideals are yours as well
as ours, and we need your help. IS IT TOO MUCH TO ASK THAT EACH
MEMBER OF THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY GET ONE NEW MEM-
BER IN THE COMING YEAR?

Revised Bible Translation
When the Society in 1917 published its English translation of the Holy Scriptures,

it provided at long last a Jewish version which met the highest standards of literary
style and scholarly research. That Bible, the result of many years of study, consul-
tation, and self-criticism by a distinguished committee headed by Dr. Max L.
Margolis, the foremost Jewish Bible scholar of his times, has been the greatest single
contribution of the Jewish Publication Society to the life of American Jewry.

Well over half a million copies have found their way into Jewish homes and
schools and synagogues, and into the hands of non-Jews who found it to be the
most accurately prepared text of the Holy Scriptures available to them. When one
realizes that the Society's version is the standard English text used in Jewish re-
ligious services throughout the country, the tremendous importance of the work can
be grasped. If no Jewish Publication Society had existed, the American Jewish com-
munity would have had to create one to prepare and publish this Bible, if for no
other reason.

But in the half century since work was begun on that version many changes have
occurred in the world. Biblical scholarship, through archaeological and linguistic
discoveries, has advanced more rapidly than in the previous three or four centuries.
The common usage of the English language has changed more quickly and drasti-
cally than in any other period of its development. As a result we know more today
about the background of the Bible and the text of the Bible than did our grand-
fathers. On the other hand, less familiar with the colorful Elizabethan language
used in the 1917 version than they, we find that more and more of us are unable
to read the text with understanding. Rabbis find that many phrases, many expres-
sions, are beyond the comprehension not only of children in their religious schools,
but of adults in their congregations as well. If the Bible is to remain a part of the
daily life of the mid-twentieth century Jew who can read only English, something
must be done about it.

It is, therefore, with pride in the inauguration of a creative and imaginative
project and with deep humility before the importance and difficulty of the task,
that I can announce that the preparation of a new revised English version of the
Holy Scriptures has been undertaken by the Jewish Publication Society. It will be
based on the Hebrew of the traditional, preserved Masoretic text, and will be in
every respect a Jewish interpretation. It will have the present translation as its start-
ing point. It will take advantage of modern biblical scholarship, as well as that of
the ancient sages, and will be phrased in a dignified and fitting English which will
be readily comprehensible. As editor-in-chief of the work the Society has chosen
Dr. Harry M. Orlinsky, Professsor of Bible at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion, New York, who is recognized by Jewish scholars of all shades
of opinion as a biblical scholar who is fully capable of producing a revised version
in the best Jewish tradition. Dr. Orlinsky was the only Jewish scholar who was
asked to work on the Revised Standard Version of the Protestant Bible which was
published in 1952. He will bring to this work a wealth of background and of ex-
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perience. His principles for the Society's new version are those asserted for the 1917
translation: "to combine the spirit of Jewish tradition with the results o£ biblical
scholarship, ancient, medieval, and modern" so as to give "to the Jewish world a
translation of the Scriptures done by men imbued with Jewish consciousness."

To aid Dr. Orlinsky with his work, the Society has further appointed an editorial
advisory committee which consists of Dr. Max Am, Vice-Chancellor of the Jewish
Theological Seminary; Dr. Bernard J. Bamberger, rabbi and author of several
highly scholarly works; Rabbi Harry Freedman, one of the editors and translators
of the Soncino Talmud; and Dr. Ephraim A. Speiser, Professor of Hebrew and
Semitic Languages and Literature at the University of Pennsylvania, together with
the chairman of the Publication Committee, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, and the
Editor of the Society, Dr. Solomon Grayzel. Dr. Orlinsky will consult with these
men, submit to them his text, and, in committee, discussions will take place, cor-
rections be made, and suggestions offered. The final version will be, like all other
works, subject to acceptance by the Publication Committee and the Board of
Trustees.

No single project inaugurated by the American Jewish community in recent years
is more important or more worthy of wholehearted support. Its result will be to
create a version of the Holy Scriptures which embodies the findings of modern
biblical scholarship and which at the same time offers the Jewish layman a text
which will be freed of archaisms of language. The Bible will become what it has
historically always been—a book which a Jew can read with understanding, pleasure,
and spiritual reward.

Meanwhile, two other projects are going forward in the Bible field, for it will
be at least six or seven years before the new revised version will be available in
print. The first is a complete resetting of the present JPS text in clear, handsome,
and modern format. This new printing will give our readers a volume which is
typographically of our own times, and the equal of any Bible available in appear-
ance. The other project is the printing of a Hebrew-English Bible, with the present
JPS English text and the Masoretic Hebrew text in parallel columns. The need for
such a work has long been felt by teachers and rabbis throughout the country.
We are happy that the Society will soon be able to offer it to them.

Board of Trustees and Officers

The operation of an organization such as the Jewish Publication Society cannot
be successful unlesss the President has the help and counsel of his fellow-officers,
trustees, publication committee, and staff in a real constructive sense. I am grateful
that such is the case. Judge Louis E. Levinthal, who last year resigned as your
President, continues to be actively involved in the work of the Society, and I was
delighted that he consented once more to take the important position of Chairman
of the Publication Committee. The Society and I personally both have benefited
from the experience, the wisdom, and the continuity of ideas which Judge Levinthal
has given to us.

Dr. Jacob R. Marcus, formerly the Chairman of the Publication Committee, has
become a Vice President and the Chairman of the Jacob R. Schiff Committee,
which has in its charge responsibility for the publication of books on American
history under the Schiff Fund. No more cooperative, more hard-working aide could
be found to fill those posts. I am happy to report that the National Jewish Welfare
Board shares our opinion of Dr. Marcus' contributions, and has this year chosen
him to receive the Frank L. Weil Award for outstanding work in the field of Jewish
culture in this country.

Myer Feinstein, our Treasurer, has found time, among his manifold duties in
the Philadelphia Jewish community, to maintain a close and intelligent watch over
our fiscal affairs. Sol Satinsky, our Vice President, has as always been generous of
himself and is one of the stalwarts upon whom the Society depends, as is Chief
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Justice Horace Stern, now serving his forty-fourth year as an officer. Among the
Trustees there are many who faithfully attend meetings and actively guide the
affairs of the Society. Without them our continued progress would have been
impossible.

After five years, we can congratulate ourselves upon our good fortune in having
chosen Lesser Zussman as our Executive Secretary. His energy and his enthusiasm,
coupled with a comprehensive grasp of the intricacies of publishing, have made
him the strong backbone of our existence. Common sense, devotion, and adminis-
trative ability on his part are largely responsible for the position which the Society
now finds itself in, able at last to undertake new projects and expand its member-
ship. Dr. Solomon Grayzel, consistently in the best tradition of Jewish scholarship,
edits our books. It is hard, painstaking, and, to a certain degree, thankless work,
but the books which we have published are all to some extent better for having
been worked on by our Editor.

To the members of the Publication Committee and our other friends we are
deeply indebted. And not least among those who have helped the Society in the
past year are our authors, who without exception are among our best friends.

Publication Program

For 1954:
The first title, published in January, was Myer Myers, Goldsmith, by Jeanette W.

Rosenbaum; 3,313 volumes were printed, of which 1,707 were distributed during
the year.

The second title, published in April, was The Commodore: The Adventurous
Life of Uriah P. Levy, by Robert D. Abrahams; 5,156 volumes were published and
1,786 distributed during the year.

In October, we published For Zion's Sake, by Norman Bentwich; 3,870 volumes
were printed and 1,847 distributed by the end of the year.

In November, we published A Jewish Tourist's Guide to the U. S., by Bernard
Postal and Lionel Koppman; 5,000 volumes were printed, of which 4,065 were dis-
tributed before the end of the year.

Also in November, we published Incidents of Travel and Adventure in the Far
West, by Solomon N. Carvalho with an Introduction by Bertram W. Korn; 4,790
volumes were printed and 2,042 distributed before the end of the year.

In December, we published Awakened: A Novel by Margaret Abrams; 4379 vol-
umes were printed and 2,381 distributed upon publication.

Also in December, we published Harvest of Hate, translated from the French of
Leon Poliakov, in cooperation with the Syracuse University Press. Our edition
consisted of 1,916 volumes, of which 1,388 were distributed upon publication.

In January of 1955, the Tercentenary edition of the AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK,
1955, Volume 56, co-published with the American Jewish Committee, was ready for
distribution. Our edition consisted of 3,000 volumes, of which 2,514 were distributed
upon publication.

In February of 1955, we published The Responsa Literature, by Solomon B.
Freehof, which was originally scheduled for publication in 1954. 4,000 volumes were
printed and 2,118 distributed upon publication.

In March of 1955, we published our final 1954 book, titled On Jewish Law and
Lore, by the late Louis Ginzberg; 5,000 volumes were printed and 2,687 distributed
upon publication.

For 1955:
Our 1955 list continues to emphasize books on American Jewish history in cele-

bration of the Tercentenary which extends into this year. Of the ten books sched-
uled for publication, five are in the field of Americana and will be subventioned
by the Jacob R. Schiff Fund for addition to the growing Jacob R. Schiff Library of
Jewish Contributions to American Democracy.
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The five books (three titles) in the field of Americana are the following:
Memoirs of American Jews, in 2 volumes, by Jacob R. Marcus, covers the middle

period of American Jewish history and contains a large collection of autobiographi-
cal statements by Jewish men and women who took part in the events of those
days.

Synagogue Architecture in the V. S., by Rachel Wischnitzer, is an illustrated
volume of the development of the American synagogue from Colonial days to the
latest significant plans by outstanding architects.

Three Years in America, in 2 volumes, by Benjamin II, with an introduction by
Oscar Handlin, presents an eyewitness report of the early turbulent history of
Jewish life in California and other areas visited by Benjamin.

In addition, the following five books in a corresponding number of fields of inter-
est are scheduled for publication in 1955:

God In Search of Man: A Philosophy of Judaism, by Abraham J. Heschel, is the
second volume of Man Is Not Alone: A Philosophy of Religion, published in 1951.
In this volume, Dr. Heschel applies to the Jewish religion the principles and anal-
yses expounded in the previous volume.

Jewish Ceremonial Art, edited by Stephen S. Kayser, is a catalogue of ritual
objects prepared in connection with the Tercentenary exhibition at the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art in New York. The volume is fully illustrated and the art objects
are described in detail, with an introduction by the editor and a preface by Louis
Finkelstein.

Stories of King Solomon, by Lillian S. Freehof, is the second title in a planned
series to be known as "Legends of Bible Heroes," which began with Stories of King
David by the same author, published in 1952. The stories are authentic Jewish
legends drawn from Ginzberg's monumental Legends of the Jews.

The Third Pillar, by Soma Morgenstern, is an allegorical novel which possesses
a combination of poetry and imagination in depicting a series of strange events
which took place in an obscure town in Eastern Europe during the final days of the
Nazi occupation at the end of World War II.

The AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK, 1956, Volume 57, edited by Morris Fine and
co-published with the American Jewish Committee, will feature a special study on
Jewish Social Service in the U. S. In addition, it will contain the review and refer-
ence features which appear in each volume.

Reprints

During 1954, we reprinted eleven books as follows: 30,500 copies of the Bible,
making a total of 581,000 in print; 10,000 copies of Pathways Through the Bible,
by Mortimer J. Cohen, making a total of 85,500 in print; 5,000 copies of The Aleph
Bet Story Book, by Deborah Pessin, making a total of 22,200 in print; 2,037 copies
of Early American Jewry, Volume II, by Jacob R. Marcus, making a total of 6,037
in print; four volumes of Legends of the Jews, by Louis Ginzberg, as follows: 1,946
copies of Volume I, making 19,946 copies in print; 1,992 copies of Volume II, mak-
ing 19,992 copies in print; 2,028 copies of Volume III, making 20,028 copies in
print; 1,841 copies of Volume IV, making 19,841 copies in print. In addition, we
reprinted 500 copies of Man Is Not Alone, by Abraham J. Heschel, making 6,000
copies in print; 2,001 copies of Memoirs of My People, by Leo Schwarz, making
14,287 copies in print; 2,032 copies of Mr. Benjamin's Sword, by Robert D.
Abrahams, making 6,032 copies in print.

Publication Distribution

The year 1954 showed a substantial increase in total distribution, mainly because
of increased Bible sales. The total amounted to 95,316 books, of which 35,134 were
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selected by members; 56,881 were sold to members and the trade; and 3,301 were
distributed as free books. This compares with a total o£ 84,071 in 1953, of which
34,332 were selected by members, 46,523 sold, and 3,216 distributed free.

Bible sales showed a large increase, with 35,421 sold in 1954 compared with 26,430
in 1953 and 25,536 in 1952. Pathways Through the Bible also showed a good in-
crease, with 10,788 sold in 1954 compared with 9,606 in 1953 and 8,581 in 1952.

Membership Statistics

Our membership in 1954 increased by a very slight number over 1953, with 8,386
as compared with 8,343. O£ the 8,386 enrolled, 1,772 were new and 6,614 were
renewals. As to classifications of membership, 4,232 were enrolled at $5.00; 2,871 at
$11.25; 364 at 122.50; and 919 at $25.00 and higher.

The advertising campaign in mass media which we undertook in an attempt to
enroll new members did not produce any substantial results, so that it was aban-
doned after a test period. It is consequently evident that the important project of
new membership enrollment must be approached on a more personal basis.

The Society needs the help of present members, rabbis, teachers and all other
individuals who value the Jewish book in order to increase present membership
and place more JPS books in home and institutional libraries. Towards this end,
as noted, two groups are now testing two different approaches. The first group is
a Women's Committee in Philadelphia working under the leadership of Mrs. Max L.
Margolis and Mrs. Harry K. Cohen. The second is a community-wide group in
Los Angeles which has organized a Southern California Chapter of the JPS, with
Cyrus Levinthal as chairman and Abraham Goldfeld as secretary. We are watching
both these efforts with great interest in order to determine the best modus operandi
for the future.

JPS Bookmark

The first issue of the JPS Bookmark appeared in February 1954, and a total of
four issues appeared during the year. The reaction from our membership was very
favorable, so that it is our intention to continue this publication into 1955 with the
hope that it will become an important source of information and communication
for the members of the Society.

Community Welfare Funds

The Society is making gradual progress in its efforts to become a beneficiary of
every federation and welfare fund in the United States and Canada. Allocations,
which amounted to $4,984.41 from thirty communities in 1953 increased to $8,521.50
from fifty-three communities in 1954.

It is our hope that subventions will continue to increase as more communities
become aware of the importance of the Society as a vital force in the cultural life
of American Jewry.

Necrology

The Society notes with sadness the passing of one of its authors and devoted
friends, Jeanette W. Rosenbaum. Mrs. Rosenbaum was a charming woman with
deep interest in Judaism and the history of her people. She was in addition a highly
competent scholar, so that yoking her talents with her enthusiasms, she wrote for us
Myer Myers, Goldsmith, which was published last year. Our sense of loss is the
greater because we know Mrs. Rosenbaum would have wanted to continue work in
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the field of American history, and the Society and its readers would have been the
beneficiaries of her work.

Dr. Julius H. Greenstone (1873-1955), passed away on March 8, 1955. Rabbi,
scholar, and teacher, his connection with the Society dates back to the early years
of the century. He wrote for the Society The Messiah Idea in Jewish History (1906),
one of the earliest works on this subject written in any modern language, still
quoted in similar studies. He also prepared for the Society A Commentary on the
Book of Numbers (1939) and A Commentary on the Book of Proverbs (1950). His
death takes from among us a gentle soul and a dedicated scholar.

Joseph Opatoshu (1887-1954), passed away on last Yom Kippur. He was a highly
gifted novelist and short-story writer, especially in the field of Jewish historical
fiction. His language was Yiddish, and he contributed greatly to the development
of literary style in that language. The JPS translated two of his longer novels: In
Polish Woods (published in Yiddish in 1921 and in English by us in a translation
by the late Isaac Goldberg, in 1938) and The Last Revolt (which appeared in
Yiddish in 1950 and was published by us in 1952 in a translation by Moshe Spiegel).
A sequel to the last-named book is still under consideration by the Society.

Dr. Bela Horovitz (1898-1955) died suddenly a few weeks ago while on a visit
to the U. S. Dr. Horovitz had made a name and a place for himself by organizing
and conducting the Phaidon Press. In 1938, as a result of the invasion of Vienna by
the Nazis, he transferred his publishing interests to England. While in London, his
great interest in Jewish culture led him to establish the East and West Library.
This was in a sense sheer philanthropy on the highest cultural level. The Society
cooperated with him in a number of ways. We co-published A Treasury of Jewish
Letters, by Franz Kobler, and were actively interested in a number of other joint
ventures. In his passing the Society has lost a valuable co-worker across the sea.

This is a short report by your President, because, while I am proud of our past,
and could speak of it glowingly and at length, I am more concerned about our
future. It is the blank page which we will have to write together, and when it is
written I hope that we all may take as much pride in it as in the records of my
distinguished predecessors. I have a deep and abiding conviction that what we are
doing in the cause of Jewish culture is of such importance that the lasting value
of our program—not without work on our part—will eventually bring us the re-
wards of increased support.

Respectfully submitted,
EDWIN WOLF, 2ND, President




