
Union of South Africa

A TENSE and stormy year in the political life of the Union of South
•**• Africa culminated in the general election of April 15, 1953, in which
Premier Daniel Francois Malan's Nationalist government was returned to
office by an increased majority. The result of the general election tended to
ease the political crisis of the previous five years (see AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR
BOOK, Vols. 51-54) and bring signs of compromise on major issues between
government and opposition. The Union's economic position, though main-
taining over-all stability, continued to show signs of contraction.

Within the Jewish community the year was marked by the Golden Jubi-
lee of the South African Jewish Board of Deputies, the central representa-
tive communal organization, and by considerable communal development,
especially in the field of education. The visit to Israel of the Union's prime
minister and of a party of Dutch Reformed Church clergymen had far-
reaching effects on intergroup relations, promoting a spirit of greater cordi-
ality and understanding toward the Jewish community, particularly among
the Afrikaner section of the population.

Political Developments

Side by side with the constitutional crisis which raged in South Africa
during 1952-5S (see AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK, 1953 [Vol. 54], p. 396-98),
increased racial tension developed as a result of the non-European passive
resistance campaign which the African National Congress and the South
African Indian Congress (representative Negro and Asiatic organizations
respectively) commenced on June 26, 1952, in protest against the govern-
ment's Apartheid (racial segregation) legislation. This legislation was
aimed at extending the segregation between Europeans (whites) and non-
Europeans (Negroes, Asiatics, and mulattoes) which was part of South
Africa's traditional social pattern, entrenched under laws framed by previous
Union governments. The African National Congress and South African
Indian Congress called for the repeal of all segregation legislation, and
their passive resistance campaign took the form of token acts of nonviolent
breaking of these laws, along the lines of the civil disobedience movements
led by Mahatma Gandhi first in South Africa and later in India. The pas-
sive resistance campaign gathered momentum in ensuing months, spreading
to an increasing number of centers and involving increasing numbers of
demonstrators. The government retaliated with strong police action.
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On September 28, 1952, twenty-two prominent South African citizens,

including the Bishop of Johannesburg, Canon Ambrose Reeves, and the Chief
Rabbi of the Federation of Synagogues of the Transvaal, Louis Isaac Rabin-
owitz, issued a statement calling for a constructive answer to the challenge
of the passive resistance campaign, instead of police repression, and warn-
ing against the danger of a "progressive worsening of race relations and even
deeper bitterness than is already visible in our country." The statement
affirmed:

We believe that it is imperative that South Africa should adopt a policy
that will attract the support of the educated, politically-conscious non-
Europeans by offering them a reasonable status in our common society . . .
the principle of equal rights for all civilized people, and equal opportu-
nities for all people who want to become civilized.

VIOLENCE

During the following month the racial tension erupted into violence. On
October 18, 1952, natives rioted at the New Brighton native township in Port
Elizabeth, killing a number of Europeans and destroying property valued
at £100,000. On November 3, 1952, natives rioted at the Denver native
hostel, Johannesburg; on November 8 at the Kimberley native location; and
on November 9 at the East London native location, where a Catholic nun was
murdered.

Minister of Justice Charles Robberts Swart charged that these riots were
the direct result of the passive resistance campaign. The African National
Congress disclaimed responsibility and deplored and condemned the riots.

TRIAL

Twenty native and Indian leaders of the passive resistance campaign were
arrested and charged under the Suppression of Communism Act {see AMER-
ICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK, 1952 [vol. 53], p. 388 and 1953 [vol. 54], p. 398)
with plotting a revolutionary change in the structure of South African
society. Their trial opened in Johannesburg on November 26, 1952, and on
December 2, 1952, Justice F. Rumpff o£ the Supreme Court found them guilty
of what he called "statutory communism," as defined in the Suppression of
Communism Act, which, he said, "had nothing to do with communism as it
is commonly known." An appeal was lodged, but the verdict was upheld
by the higher court.

NEW LEGISLATION

The government's reply to the native riots was to press two new measures
through parliament, giving the minister of justice sweeping powers. The
Public Safety Act, passed by the House of Assembly on February 16, 1953,
and by the Senate three days later, gave the minister authority to proclaim
a state of emergency to cover situations in which he considered the public
safety to be endangered, and to take summary action in terms of it. The
Criminal Laws Amendment Act, passed by the House of Assembly on Feb-
ruary 23, 1953, and by the Senate the next day, provided heavy penalties and
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whippings for crimes of breaking the law as a form of protest, or supporting
protest campaigns against existing laws. The United Party (the main oppo-
sition group) supported both measures; the Labor Party and the Natives'
Representatives opposed them.

UNITED NATIONS

Meanwhile, the South African racial situation had again been raised at
the United Nations (UN). On October 17, 1952, by 46 votes to 6, with
8 abstentions, the UN Assembly accepted a proposal by thirteen Arab and
Asian states to place the question of the Union's Apartheid legislation on
its agenda. On December 5, 1952, the Plenary session of the General Assem-
bly decided, by 35 votes to South Africa's 1, with 23 abstentions, to accept
a Political Committee recommendation to set up a three-man fact-finding
committee to study the racial situation in South Africa and report back to
the UN. The South African government intimated that it would not recog-
nize this committee, which it held to be ultra vires the UN Charter, and
would not admit it to the Union. The Political Committee announced that
it would nevertheless make the investigation for which it had been consti-
tuted, and began taking evidence in London during 1953.

GENERAL ELECTION

It was in this atmosphere of political tension that the general election
took place in South Africa on April 15, 1953.

The United and Labor parties, supported by the War Veterans Torch
Commando (see AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK, 1952 [vol. 53], p. 388), cam-
paigned together as the United Democratic Front, and fought the election
on an agreed distribution of seats. Despite the sharp political conflict and
the united opposition, the result of the election showed a substantial shift
to the Nationalists, who increased their majority from thirteen seats to
twenty-nine. The Nationalists secured ninety-four seats, as against the
eighty-six they had held at the dissolution of parliament; the United Party
dropped from sixty-four to fifty-seven; and the Labor Party from six to five.
In fact, however, the opposition represented a bigger proportion of the elec-
torate than was reflected by these figures, as the Union's constitution provides
for urban constituencies to carry more voters per seat than rural consti-
tuencies, thus favoring the countryside at the expense of the towns. In actual
votes, the opposition polled more than the government: 613,927 votes were
cast for the United Democratic Front, against 594,842 for the Nationalists.

Nine Jews were among the 156 members returned to the new parliament:
Bertha Solomon, Helen Suzman, Bernard Friedman, Henry Gluckman, Mor-
ris Kentridge, Abe Bloomberg, Harry Oppenheimer (all United Party) and
Leo Lovell and Hyman Davidoff (Labor). With the exception of Mrs. Suz-
man, all were members of the previous parliament.

There were no "Jewish" issues in the election campaign. There were
Jews among the supporters of both sides contesting the election, and in the
Hospital constituency of Johannesburg, a Jewish candidate, L. H. Hirsch-
sohn, ran on the National Party ticket.

L. T. Weichardt, one-time leader of the anti-Semitic Greyshirts, who
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secured nomination as Nationalist candidate in the Maitland (Cape) con-
stituency, was heavily defeated by his opponent, Z. de Beer (United Party).

The general election was followed by the emergence of two new political
parties, the Liberal Party, formed on May 9, 1953, whose main plank was
that "political rights, based on a common franchise roll, should be extended
to all suitably qualified persons, irrespective of race or color," and the Union
Federal Party, formed on May 10, 1953, to campaign for the conversion of
the Union to a federal system, in which each province would have an auton-
omy similar to that exercised by state legislatures in the United States. It
also called for a more moderate racial policy.

Jewish Population

No new figures were available for the Jewish population, and the figures
given in the AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK, 1953 [vol. 54], p. 401, remained
the latest obtainable. They set the Jewish population of the Union of South
Africa at an estimated 110,000 out of a European (white) population of
2,588,933 and a total population (all races) of 12,437,227 (1951 census).

Civic and Political Status

The civic and political status of the Union's Jewish community as equal
citizens of South Africa remained unchanged, and Jews were appointed to
positions of honor in many branches of national life.

During the absence on long leave of the Union's Chief Justice Centlivres,
Appeal Court Justice Leopold Greenberg was appointed Acting Chief Justice
of the Union. This was the highest legal honor ever held by a Jew in South
Africa.

In Cape Town, Fritz Sonnenberg was re-elected mayor during 1952-53.
In Johannesburg, Councillor Hyman Miller, who had served as deputy
mayor during the previous year, was elected mayor of the city. There were
also Jewish mayoralties in a few other towns.

South Africa and Israel

The year saw important developments in the relations between the Union
of South Africa and the State of Israel.

In October 1952, S. M. Kuper, chairman of the South African Zionist
Federation, paid tribute to the Union Government's cooperative attitude in
extending practical assistance to Israel in a number of directions, especially
through the setting up of a Supply Commission to facilitate large-scale
Zionist purchases for shipment to Israel of goods which were in surplus
supply in South Africa.

In December 1952 an agreement was concluded between the Union and
Israel governments for the avoidance of double taxation between the two
countries in respect to earnings from shipping and aircraft operations.
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Far-reaching effects in spreading deeper understanding and a greater

sense of kinship between Jews and Christians in South Africa resulted from
the pilgrimage of thirty Dutch Reformed Church ministers, and several
Elders of the Church, to Israel in June 1953 in a tour sponsored by the
South African Zionist Federation. The South African Jewish Board of
Deputies cooperated to facilitate the tour, assisted by El Al Airlines and the
Israel Government. Their visit to Israel was followed with great interest by
the Afrikaans press. Articles on aspects of their pilgrimage, some of them
by the ministers themselves, were still appearing in various papers at the
time of writing (August 1953). A South African broadcasting corporation
unit accompanied the party, and made recordings in Israel which were later
extensively relayed in special radio programs in South Africa.

Anti-Semitism

For the most part, anti-Semitic propaganda emanated from the same per-
sons and organizations that had been active in the anti-Semitic field over a
long period. Much of it followed a uniform pattern, especially in its allega-
tion that Jews were supporters of Communism. (Sometimes the charges
widened so as to link Zionism with Communism in a conspiracy to secure
world domination.)

Die OJJ., organ of the Ossewa Brandwag, which changed its name during
1952-53 to Die Republikein, continued to propound the view that the world
had done Nazi Germany a grave injustice. Oswald Pirow's weekly Nuusbrief
continued to propagate a "New Order totalitarianism," hammering the "Jew-
Communist" theme and publishing extensive quotations from anti-Semitic
papers circulating in Germany, the United States, and Argentina.

The distribution of anti-Semitic pamphlets, leaflets, and postcards also
continued, emanating mainly from two sources, one overseas and the other
local. The overseas source was Einar Aberg, of Sweden, who maintained a
flow of malicious pamphlets to South Africa as part of a world-wide activ-
ity. Locally, R. K. Rudman, of Pietermaritzburg, for many years a prolific
distributor of anti-Semitic material, continued to turn out an assortment of
leaflets from his printing press. Some of Rudman's leaflets also found their
way to Germany. The South African Jewish Board of Deputies made rep-
resentations to the Swedish Legation in South Africa in regard to Aberg's
activities.

The Board of Deputies' Jubilee

The golden jubilee of the South African Jewish Board of Deputies during
1952-53 highlighted the Jewish community's growth and its integration into
South African society. The Board had its origins in the circumstances con-
fronting an essentially immigrant community at the beginning of the pres-
ent century. The Anglo-Boer War of 1899-1902 had resulted in the evacua-
tion of many Jews from the Transvaal during hostilities. When the war
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ended, most of them sought to return. The situation was complicated by
the question of credentials, and Lord Alfred Milner, the administrator
appointed by the victorious British government, looked for an organization
that could advise him. For a time the Zionist Federation acted in this
capacity; but it was soon realized that this was not properly the Zionist
Federation's work, and a different organization was required. Accordingly,
on June 13, 1903, at a conference in Johannesburg attended by twenty-two
delegates, the Jewish Board of Deputies of the Transvaal and Natal was
called into being "to watch and take action with reference to all matters
aEecting the welfare of Transvaal and Natal Jews as a community." The
Board was formally inaugurated on July 28, 1903, when the High Commis-
sioner, Lord Milner, welcomed its formation as an organization which "on
questions specially affecting Jewish interests, would speak with one voice"
to the government. A similar body was formed in the Cape Colony in 1904.
In 1912—two years after the establishment of Union—the two boards
amalgamated into the organization of the present day.

From its inception, the Board of Deputies watched over matters affecting
Jewish immigration and naturalization, and intervened with the authorities
to prevent Jewish immigrants from suffering discrimination or disability on
account of their origin. It secured the recognition of Yiddish as a European
language in terms of the South African immigration laws. It maintained
close contact with Jewish organizations abroad and assisted in universal
Jewish causes. In the Great War of 1914-1918, and later in the Second World
War, the Board of Deputies played an important part in stimulating recruit-
ing among the Jewish community, refuting anti-Semitic propaganda which
charged that "the Jews were not doing their duty," helping in the provision
of gifts, comforts, hospitality, and billetting for troops, and generally assist-
ing the Union's war effort. In both world wars, the Board of Deputies took
the lead in raising funds for aid to Jewish war victims abroad and assistance
to returned soldiers. In the 1930's the Board played a major part in com-
bating Nazi propaganda in South Africa. Affiliated with the Board of Dep-
uties were most of the Hebrew congregations, benevolent associations, fra-
ternal lodges, and cultural societies which made up the organized Jewish
community of the Union of South Africa. The Board's biennial congresses
had become the forum for shaping communal policies and fighting out
internal quarrels.

Communal Organization

The congress of the South African Jewish Board of Deputies which met
in Johannesburg from May 29, to June 1, 1953, was attended by more than
four hundred delegates from all parts of the Union. It evoked special inter-
est because major controversies were fought out in its arena and policies
affecting the future of the community were forged. Some delegates criticized
what appeared to be an organized "Zionist ticket" to press the election of
certain persons to the new executive; other delegates defended the right of
Zionists to canvass support for candidates they specially wished to see elected.
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The opposing tendencies revealed themselves most sharply in the debate

on youth and the discussion of Jewish education. There were those who
wanted Jewish youth work to be channelled exclusively through the Zionist
youth movement, with the emphasis on Israel; at the other extreme were
those who wanted Jewish youth work to proceed independently of the Zion-
ist movement, with only a remote relation to Israel. In the debate on
education, there were those who pinned their faith exclusively to Jewish day
schools, and at the other extreme, those who considered that the Jewish
day school held the danger of segregation. The resolutions finally adopted
in each field chartered a sober middle course.

Finally, resolutions were adopted providing for the conduct of the 1953-
1954 United Communal Fund (UCF) campaign on a broader basis than the
previous UCF drive; affirming the principle of intensifying Jewish educa-
tional effort, through adult programs as well as through programs for chil-
dren and youth; stimulating the cultural and spiritual content of Jewish
life; and extending increased aid to country communities.

Gustav Saron, general secretary of the Board of Deputies, made recom-
mendations for the strengthening of Jewish life in South Africa, following
his return in February 1953 from a four months' study-tour of the United
States and Canada, examining Jewish community organizations in those
countries. Some of these recommendations were gradually being put into
practice.

There was considerable discussion during 1952-53 of the Jewish sporting
clubs, which represent a comparatively new feature in communal life. Chief
Rabbi Louis Isaac Rabinowitz in an article in the Zionist Record criticized
them as lacking Jewish content and disregarding Jewish tradition. Voices
raised in their defense argued that the clubs met a genuine need in the
community. The clubs advocated that instead of disparagement, efforts
should be directed to cooperate with the clubs and to encourage them to
provide a measure of Jewish cultural content.

Religious Life

The pattern of Jewish religious life differed little from that of previous
years. The old controversies and parochial rivalries continued, vitiating
the progress made in some directions. This situation drew increasing criti-
cism: one prominent communal leader, writing pseudonymously in the
South African Jewish Times, demanded the end of what he called "the rab-
binical cold war" and urged that if the rabbis could not bridge their per-
sonal differences and regional rivalries to cooperate for the good of the
community, the lay leaders should take a hand in forcing a more construc-
tive position.

Resolutions deploring the disharmony in the South African Jewish min-
istry, and calling for the cooperation of Jewish spiritual leaders to strengthen
religious values in Jewish life, were adopted at a regional conference of
Jewish organizations in the Northern Cape, held at Kimberley on March 15,
1953, and at a similar conference of Border Jewish communities, held in
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East London on May 11, 1953. The East London and Border Regional Com-
mittee of the Board of Deputies moved a resolution along these lines at the
Board's Jubilee Congress.

The disharmony in the rabbinate was touched upon by Chief Rabbi
Louis Isaac Rabinowitz, in his presidential address to the South African
Jewish Ministers' Association in May 1953 in Johannesburg. Stating that
the South African Jewish Ministry was in an enviable position in respect
both of the satisfactory salaries paid to ministers and the spiritual freedom
accorded them by their congregations, he expressed concern that there should
nevertheless be ground for some of the criticism leveled against them.

One of the factors involved in this picture of spiritual disharmony dis-
appeared during the year with the resignation from the South African rab-
binate of Rabbi Moshe Swift. Since his arrival in 1951 to assume the spir-
itual leadership of the Berea Hebrew Congregation (Johannesburg), Rabbi
Swift had clashed with representative lay leaders of the community and
with his rabbinical colleagues. Differences between Rabbi Swift and his
colleagues led to his resignation from the Transvaal Beth Din in January
1953. This was followed by a stormy meeting of his congregation, at which
his supporters urged that the congregation should secede from the Beth Din's
parent body, the Transvaal Federation of Synagogues. In March 1953 Rabbi
Swift tendered his resignation from his position. He refused to remain, and
left South Africa during June.

ATTEMPTS AT UNIFICATION

Attempts to secure religious unification in South African Jewry again met
with sharp differences between the Transvaal and the Cape. The United
Council of Hebrew Congregations in the Cape declined to send representa-
tives to the conference convened by the Transvaal Federation of Synagogues
in August 1952 to discuss plans for a national organization of Orthodox
congregations. Despite these differences, however, the conference decided to
go ahead with its plans, and decided to establish a standing committee "con-
sisting of representatives from the Federation of Synagogues of the Trans-
vaal, Natal, the Orange Free State and such other congregations outside those
areas as wish to participate." This standing committee met in Durban on
April 18-19, 1953 and drafted a constitution for a Union of Orthodox Con-
gregations of South Africa which was to be brought for ratification to a
national conference of such congregations, to be convened in 1954. Among
the decisions adopted by the meeting were: the establishment of a Rab-
binical Council for the Union of South Africa, a Yeshiva training college
for religious functionaries, and a Shechita Board for the Union of South
Africa.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

New synagogues were opened during 1952-53 at Pretoria, Kensington,
Johannesburg, and Pietersburg (all Orthodox), while plans for the building
of further new synagogues were put into operation in Bloemfontein and
the suburbs of Johannesburg (Orthodox), and Port Elizabeth (Reform). In
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Germiston, the newly established Reform congregation acquired a house
and converted it into a synagogue. New Talmud Torah buildings were
opened in the southern suburbs of Johannesburg, and progress on Talmud
Torah building schemes was reported from Cyrildene (Johannesburg), Bloem-
fontein and Benoni. New communal centers at Seat Point (Cape Town) and
Berea (Johannesburg) were dedicated during the period under review. The
Jewish Reform movement in South Africa made steady progress during the
year. Reform congregations were in existence in Johannesburg, Cape Town,
Port Elizabeth, Durban, Pretoria, Springs, and Germiston.

Jewish Education

Work in the field of Jewish education was directed by the South African
Board of Jewish Education and the Cape Board of Jewish Education, but
was hampered by lack of finance. A special conference took place between
representatives of the Zionist Federation, the Board of Deputies and the two
boards of education in Johannesburg on February 21-22, 1953, to devise plans
for meeting the financial problem. A new formula for allocations to the
boards of education from the UCF was evolved at an interprovincial confer-
ence of the Board of Deputies in Cape Town at the end of February. This
formula was ratified by the Jubilee Congress of the Board of Deputies at the
end of May 1953, and, if the results of the new UCF campaign were good,
substantially larger funds were expected to become available for the expan-
sion of Jewish education.

Particular attention was paid during the year to the enlargement of Jew-
ish day schools. The Herzlia Jewish Day School in Cape Town was to be
enlarged through the addition of a high school, and the King David Jewish
Day School in Johannesburg was also being developed along similar lines.

The Jewish nursery school movement, which had become an integrated
feature of communal life, made steady progress. There were now Jewish
nursery schools in most suburbs of the large towns.

The Jewish Reform movement had its own educational set-up, which also
registered progress during 1952-53. The Johannesburg United Jewish Reform
Congregation established a £25,000 ($70,000) School Development Fund for
the extension of its educational facilities.

YOUTH WORK

The problem of Jewish youth work figured prominently in communal
thinking during the year under review, and a substantial step towards meet-
ing it was taken through the survey conducted in South Africa from June to
August 1953 by Rabbi Louis Milgrom, Hillel Director of the University of
Minnesota, in the United States.

The S.A. Jewish Board of Deputies had invited Rabbi Milgrom to under-
take a fact-finding investigation into the position and needs of Jewish youth.
To carry out this assignment, he toured South Africa, meeting Jewish youth
groups, particularly at the universities. Rabbi Milgrom drew up a scientific
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questionnaire to evoke the attitudes of Jewish student youth to their com-
munity and their part in it. In Cape Town and Johannesburg, he designed
test programs of Jewish youth work for trial operation.

Rabbi Milgrom had still to present his detailed report, but he touched
upon some of the salient facts that emerged from his investigation, in
addresses before he left South Africa. He found that a growing proportion
of Jewish youth tended to slip away from the community and drift towards
assimilation. He found little if any contact between Jewish student youth
and the spiritual leaders of the community, and general communal neglect
to provide for programs and techniques which would specifically engage
the interests of adolescent youth in things Jewish, and retain the idealism
of youth in the service of the Jewish community. He found that the Zion-
ist youth movement, even though it was doing notable work, was not, as it
was constituted, broad enough in scope and outlook to attract more than a
minority of Jewish student youth.

Rabbi Milgrom's mission was at first the subject of some controversy, par-
ticularly on the part of those who adopted the attitude that all Jewish youth
work should flow through Zionist channels; this controversy reached its head
at the Board of Deputies' congress. Rabbi Milgrom succeeded in dissipating
this opposition to his mission and winning the cooperation of Zionist as
well as other youth sections. One result that must be attributed partly to his
influence was the establishment in August 1953 of a Union-wide Federation
of Student and Zionist Associations at the universities. Rabbi MilgTom's
detailed report and recommendations were being awaited before further pro-
grams in Jewish youth work were decided upon.

Zionist Activities

Determination to mobilize the maximum assistance of South African Jewry
towards the economic consolidation of Israel, and bring cultural and spir-
itual inspiration from the Jewish State to the Union's Jewish community,
was the dominant note of the twenty-third South African Zionist Confer-
ence, which met in Johannesburg from July 10-14, 1952, and was attended
by six hundred delegates. Echoes of the Zionist party struggle of previous
years (see AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOKS, 1951 [Vol. 52], p. 270; 1952 [Vol.
53], p. 395; and 1953 [Vol. 54], p. 407) were heard at the conference, but
not as loudly as before. Several speakers acknowledged the Union govern-
ment's helpful attitude on aid to Israel.

Early in 1953, an agreement was announced between the South African
Zionist Federation and the South African ORT-OZE, in terms of which the
ORT-OZE's Esrael Lazarus Training Farm also became the hachsharah cen-
ter for training South African chalutzim.

Zionist societies throughout South Africa staged enthusiastic celebrations
of Israel's fifth birthday, in April 1953.

In March 1953, Elias M. Epstein came to South Africa from Jerusalem to
spend some months in the Union organizing a trust company to promote
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the idea of legacies of all types for Israel, and to provide facilities for imple-
menting the wishes of testators.

Four more South African Zionist workers left the Union to settle in Israel
during 1952-53. They were Leo Tager, for many years national chairman
of the Israeli United Appeal, Felix Landau, chairman of the Zionist Socialist
Party and vice chairman of the South African Jewish Board of Deputies;
and Harold Stutzen and Zundel Segal, former Zionist youth leaders. Their
departure raised to seventeen the number of former members of the Zionist
Federation Executive Council who had settled in Israel. The total number
of South Africans settled in Israel was well over one thousand as of August
1953.

Fund Raising

The 1952-53 fund-raising period %vas mainly devoted to the Israeli United
Appeal (IUA), launched in August 1952. The campaign proceeded syste-
matically throughout the period under review, 1952-53, and was in process
of being wound up in August 1953. Preliminary reports indicated a high
level of contribution.

The South African Jewish Appeal (SAJA) which was a partner in the IUA,
devoted the bulk of its resources during 1952-53 to the South African Zion-
ist housing project in Ashkelon, Israel. The SAJA also made substantial
subventions to the work of ORT, OZE, and the Hebrew Sheltering and
Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS).

The 1951-52 United Communal Fund campaign to cover the budgets of
the main South African Jewish national organizations was wound up during
the period under review. Totals were one-third short of the target figure of
£750,000 ($2,100,000), and allocations to participating bodies had to be cut
accordingly. Organizations sharing in the United Communal Fund were:
the South African Jewish Board of Deputies; the South African Board of
Jewish Education; the Cape Board of Jewish Education; the South African
Council for Progressive Jewish Education; the South African ORT-OZE; the
Union of Jewish Women of South Africa; the Federation of Synagogues of
the Transvaal; the South African Jewish Ministers' Association; the Miz-
rachi Yeshiva Ketana; the Yiddish Cultural Federation; and the fund insti-
tuted by the Board of Deputies to assist small Jewish communities in rural
areas which were unable to cover their congregational and educational
budgets.

The Jubilee Congress of the Board of Deputies laid plans for the next
United Communal Fund campaign, to commence in August 1953. The
minimum target was fixed at the £500,000 ($1,400,000) achieved in the 1951-
1952 campaign, with plans to push the ultimate figure much higher, prin-
cipally in order to provide larger funds for Jewish education. It was also
decided to allocate £20,000 ($56,000) from the new campaign to start a pen-
sion fund for Hebrew teachers.
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Reaction to Events Abroad

South African Jewry took a keen interest in the Coronation of Queen
Elizabeth II on June 2, 1953. The Board of Deputies Jubilee Congress cabled
the loyal greetings of the Union's Jewish community to the new Queen, and
Coronation services were held at many synagogues.

During the last quarter of 1952, concern was manifested in South African
Jewry over the "purges" and trials in Iron Curtain countries (see p. 263)—
a development that seemed to foreshadow the possibility of an anti-Jewish
trend. A joint meeting of the South African Jewish Board of Deputies and
Zionist Federation, held in Johannesburg on January 25, 1953, expressed dis-
quiet over the situation of Jews in the Soviet Union and satellite countries;
and on February 22, 1953, a mass meeting under the joint auspices of the
Zionist Federation and the Board of Deputies adopted resolutions "noting
with alarm the continuance by the Soviet Union of its campaign of hostility
against the State of Israel, which has culminated in the severance of diplo-
matic relations with Israel," and appealing to the free nations to urge the
Soviet to allow its Jews to emigrate to Israel. The shift in Soviet policies
following the death of Stalin was welcomed in the South African Jewish
press.

Social Services

Work done by Jewish organizations in South Africa in the field of social
welfare included that of the South African Jewish Orphanage in Johannes-
burg; the Cape Jewish Orphanage in Cape Town; the Witwatersrand Jewish
Aged Home in Johannesburg (which made substantial progress during the
year with its funds drive for £500,000 [$1,400,000] to build new premises);
the Our Parents Home, Johannesburg; the Jewish Women's Benevolent and
Welfare Society, Johannesburg, which pioneered in the use of professional
social workers; the various mutual aid societies, particularly in the large
towns; the nation-wide Union of Jewish Women; and the Jewish Reform
Congregation Sisterhoods. The work of a number of these organizations was
coordinated by the Witwatersrand Jewish Welfare Council.

Owing to the contracting economic position, calls on welfare organizations
increased during 1952-53. The Johannesburg Chevra Kadisha, which had
distributed the sum of £49,851 ($139,582.80) on relief and rehabilitation in
the previous year, spent £60,000 ($168,000) on this work during the period
under review. The Witwatersrand Hebrew Benevolent Association (Gmilus
Chesed) granted loans totaling £47,890 ($134,092) during the period. This
was the largest amount it had granted in any one year since its inception.

A hostel for the Jewish deaf was opened by the Society for the Welfare of
Jewish Deaf in Johannesburg in August 1952.

Valuable work in the social service field was done by the South African
ORT-OZE, which conducted a vocational guidance and employment bureau;
the Welfare Department of the South African Jewish Board of Deputies had
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an employment bureau and gave welfare counsel, assisted in tracing missing
relatives and handled restitution claims against Germany on behalf of victims
of Nazism.

Cultural Activities

Cultural activities consisted of programs arranged by various organizations,
some stage presentations, and the People's College adult education scheme,
which operated under the joint auspices of the South African Jewish Board of
Deputies and the South African Zionist Federation. The year 1952-53 was
the third year of operation of the People's College project, offering lecture
courses on aspects of Jewish religion, history, literature, and sociology. The
project was based in Johannesburg, with courses also conducted in Cape
Town, Bloemfontein, Pretoria, Benoni, and Durban. During his visit to
South Africa in June-August 1953, Abraham Cohen, president of the British
Board of Deputies, delivered four scholarly lectures under the People's Col-
lege scheme which attracted large audiences. Apart from the interest shown
in these lectures, however, the attendance at cultural programs was dis-
appointing.

Books by South African Jews published during the year included: a
revised edition of Sarah Gertrude Millin's biography of Rhodes; Far East
Mission (reportage) by Chief Rabbi L. I. Rabinowitz; In Tog Vos Fargeyt
(poems) by Michael Ben Moshe; My Jewish Clients (sketches) by M. David-
son; Family Cromer (novel) by Lewis Sowden; Strange Odyssey (remin-
iscences) by Betty Misheiker; Let the Day Perish (novel) by Gerald Gordon;
The Law of the Vultures (novel) by Phyllis Altman; Shelter from the Spray
(history) by Eric Rosen thai; and The Passing Show and Blame It on Rhodes
(humor) by Joel Mervis.

Personalia

Losses through death during the year included Alfred A. De Pass, art
connoisseur, collector, and donor of many treasures in the South African
National Gallery and South African Museum (Cape Town, December 10,
1952); Boris Gersman, editor and proprietor of South Africa's sole Yiddish
newspaper, the Afrikaner Yidishe Tsaytung (Johannesburg, April 3, 1953);
Jacob Gitlin, veteran South African Zionist leader, who was known affec-
tionately as "the Father of Cape Zionism" in recognition of the formative
role he played in the movement in the Cape (Cape Town, May 9, 1953);
Samuel Redhill, Springs pioneer and communal leader (May 20, 1953);
Herman Baranov, Rand Jewish pioneer and veteran secretary of Johannes-
burg's United Hebrew Congregation (July 20, 1953).

EDGAR BERNSTEIN




