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North Africa

Introduction

IN EVERY part of the sub-continent of North Africa, which Arab historians
call the Maghreb, 1951 saw the same struggle going forward between

Western and Eastern influences for domination. The extreme Western point
of the Moslem world, North Africa was nevertheless an essential element in
the stability of Europe. Since the end of the war it had had a special interest
for the Jewish world, not only because its half-million Jews represented the
largest single group in the Diaspora after American Jewry, but also because
it sharply posed the problem of the kind of existence possible to a Jewish
community in a Moslem country.

It would be inexact to speak of one North African Jewry, for the Jewish
communities of French and Spanish Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya
differed markedly from each other, and differed even more perhaps within
each country, according to region and social milieu.

EAST AND WEST

In every country in North Africa there were remnants of the old Oriental
past co-existing with the pervasive influences of the West.

Although there were very great differences in the stage of development of
the different Jewish communities, the point of departure was everywhere the
same—the North African ghetto (the Mellah of Morocco and Algeria and
the Hara of Tunisia and Tripolitania). More than twelve centuries of abso-
lute domination by Islam imposed upon North African Jewry distinctive
characteristics whose traces were noticeable everywhere in spite of decades
of Western influence.

It was against this uniform background of Islam that France in Algeria,
Tunisia, and Morocco; Spain in Spanish Morocco; and Italy (until the end
of World War II) in Tripolitania brought their varying influences to bear.
These different Western influences caused differences to arise in the develop-
ment of the Jewish communities of North Africa; and it was these influences
which have shaped the character of contemporary North African Jewry.

JEWISH POPULATION

In 1951 the Jewish population of North Africa was divided as follows:
Morocco possessed about 260,000 Jews (or more than half of the Jewish
population of North Africa); Algeria, 140,000 Jews (or more than one-quarter
of the North African Jewish population); Tunisia, 105,000 Jews (or one-
fifth of the North African Jewish population). These half-million Jews (to
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which one must add about 6,000 Libyan Jews, most of whom were on the
point of leaving for Israel in 1951) represented 4.35 per cent of the Jewish
population of the world, and 60.2 per cent of the Jewish population living
in Mohammedan countries.

FRENCH NORTH AFRICA

POLITICAL circumstances did not permit France to follow the same policy
with respect to the Jews of Algeria, Tunisia, and Morocco. The develop-

ment of the Jewries of these countries was also conditioned by the length of
French rule (which was established in Algeria in 1830, in Tunisia in 1880,
and in Morocco only as late as 1912). In Algeria, this French-influenced
development went deepest; in Morocco, fastest.

ALGERIA

Jewish Population

j E growth of the Jewish population was constant in Algeria from 1831
JL on. From 1881 to 1931, the Jewish population increased by 215 per cent,

while Algeria's general European population increased by only 96 per cent
and the Mohammedan population by 97 per cent. Since 1931 population
growth had been steady, thanks to Algerian Jewry's high birth rate and the
immigration of other, mainly Moroccan, Jews. In the department of Con-
stantine, which was more cut off from Western influences, the Jewish birth
rate was the highest.

The Jewish population was widely scattered throughout Algeria. The re-
sults of the last census of Algerian Jews (1941), as revised in the light of the
general census of 1948, showed that a total Jewish population of 140,000 was
distributed among 253 urban centers. Nevertheless, the bulk of the Jewish
population was concentrated in the cities of Oran (25,671), Algiers (25,591),
and Constantine (13,037).

The table on p. 376 shows the distribution of the Jewish population of
Algeria by department and district.

ECONOMIC LIFE

The Algerian Jews were principally engaged in commerce and banking,
textiles, and the liberal professions (dentists, 22.08 per cent; doctors, 21.50
per cent; administrative officials, 18 per cent; lawyers, 16.30 per cent; mid-
wives, 15.20 per cent). An extensive survey conducted by the author revealed
that about one-third of all Jewish women earned an income. This figure is a
very important indication of the general advance of the population, which
used to restrict the activities of women to cooking and bearing children.
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Jewish women were employed in transport, commerce, textiles, the garment
trades, as domestics, etc.; only a few were to be found in industry.

The economic importance of the Jews was considerable in Algeria, in
spite of the crisis caused in 1941 by German and Vichy anti-Semitism and the
abrogation of the Cre'mieux decree. Especially in the south they played
a virtually irreplaceable role in commerce; Jews were particularly active in
the buying and selling of metals and precious stones, and in the flour trade.
Despite this emphasis on commerce, however, over 75,667 hectares of land
were under cultivation by Jews.

TABLE 1

JEWISH POPULATION OF ALGERIA

District
Department (City and Environs) Number

Algiers Algiers 38,740
Miliana 1,575
Medea 1,810
Orl6ansville 1,540
Tiziuzu 500

44,165
Oran Oran 38,212

Tlemsen 11,197
Mascara 3,864
Tiaret 3,754
Sidi-Bel-Abbes 3,759
Mostaganem 3,451

64,237
Constantine Constantine 15,854

Bone 3,326
Setif 1,720
Batna 1,527
Guelma 976
Bougie 785
Philippeville 668

24,856
Southern areas 6,742

6,742

TOTAL 140,000

Civic Status

Administratively, Algeria is an integral part of France. In 1870, the
Cremieux decree conferred French citizenship upon the Jews of Algeria in a
body. One generation saw the sons of illiterate natives grow up into uni-
versity professors. This evolution was expected to be virtually completed
with the passage of a pending bill which would extend the authority of the
laws of the territories of the north to the Sahara region. The 4,000 or so
Jews living in M'zab and still subject to the Mosaic statutes with all their
anachronisms could hope that the end of 1951 would see them enjoying a
regular civic status (including the right to vote); it was now possible for



ALGERIA 377

them to choose to come under French law in matters of marriage, divorce,
and inheritance.

Anti-Semitism

The situation of Algerian Jewry was often made difficult by the political,
economic, and social role which the Jews came to play after 1870. The po-
litical rights accorded the Jews gave them a decisive voice in the elections.
This suddenly acquired political importance stimulated a strong movement
of anti-Semitism which lasted until 1944. But there had been no overt mani-
festations of anti-Semitism in Algeria since the end of World War II. More-
over, the progressive emancipation of the Mohammedan masses, accelerated
during the past few years, was completely changing traditional perspectives.
Efforts (such as the Union des Croyants Monothe'istes) were made in Christian,
Moslem, and Jewish circles to develop a social and cultural exchange among
the three principal sections of the population. The results of these efforts
were seen in the fact that the last election (June, 1951) was accompanied by
no disorders whatsoever; not a single candidate ran on a racist program, and
Rene1 Mayer, Minister of Justice and vice-president of the Alliance Israelite
Universelle, was elected a deputy from Constantine by a great majority.

Community Life

As in France, the Jewish communities in Algeria were organized as reli-
gious associations under the law of 1905. These associations were joined
together in a Federation of the Jewish Communities of Algeria, with head-
quarters at Algiers. The Federation was active in educational affairs, and
recently inaugurated a rabbinical school in Algiers aimed at training rabbis
and teachers of Hebrew for the small communities of the interior. Invita-
tions to attend the annual conference of the Federation, held in Algiers in
the spring of 1951, were extended to representatives of the Moroccan and
Tunisian Jewries. Thus, for the first time North African Jewry showed an
awareness of its need of unity.

A great relaxation in religious observance could be noticed among Algerian
Jews. In the city of Algiers, with a Jewish population of 25,000, there were
only 165 boys who became bar mitzvah in 1951. The Talmud Torah, which
was badly organized, had 440 students of both sexes.

Each community conducted its own welfare activities, no efficient cen-
tralized system having as yet been established. The OSE and the ORT did
very useful work, but much more remained to be done, particularly in the
Department of Oran, where an influx of poor Jews from neighboring
Morocco continually aggravated welfare needs. Pauperism was a problem
in certain of the southern regions and in the big cities. A large program
of vocational education was still at the project stage.
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Emigration

Algerian Jews felt themselves to be completely integrated into French
Algerian life; scarcely one per cent emigrated to Israel.1 Where life was hard,
as for example, in the south, Jews looked to the cities of the north or to
France. Thus, in the postwar period many Algerian families went to settle
in Marseilles, Lyons, and the Paris region.

Cultural Life

It should be noted in conclusion that during 1951 not a single Jewish
magazine was published in Algeria, either in French or in Hebrew; this
was in marked contrast to the situation in Tunisia and Morocco. A book
recounting the story of the Algerian Jews in World War II (they played an
important role in the organization of the American landing in November,
1942) was published by the Centre de Documentation Juive Contemporaine.

TUNISIA

Jewish Population

J URIDICALLY, there were in Tunisia two distinct groups of Jews: Tunisian
Jews proper, who were subjects of the Bey, and Jews of French nationality

born in Tunisia or Jews of foreign origin, who were now French nationals.
According to the last available census (1948), the Tunisian Jewish popula-
tion proper amounted to 70,971 out of a total Jewish population estimated
at 105,000. The total population of Tunisia, Jewish and non-Jewish, was
3,990,952. Jews in Tunisia played an important role in industry (45.5 per
cent being employed in that field); in commerce (33.1 per cent); in the
liberal professions (8.9 per cent); and in administration and transport (5.9
per cent).

Unlike the scattered Jews of Algeria, those of Tunisia were concentrated
in some forty principal centers. More than half of the population was to be
found in the Tunis area which with its 65,000 Jewish inhabitants was the
second largest Jewish center in North Africa (Casablanca being the first).
After Tunis there was Sfax, with 4,223 Jewish inhabitants; Djerba, with
4,294 inhabitants; Sousse, 3,679; Gabes, 3,663; and Bizerta, 2,350.

According to the last census, of every 1,000 Jews of Tunisian nationality,
443 were between the ages of 9 and 19; 484 between the ages of 20 and 59;
and 73 were sixty years and older. These statistics reveal how long-lived was
the Jewish population, and also its exceptionally high birth rate.

1 For statistics of immigration of North African Jews to Israel see Immigration to Israel, p. 421.
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Civic Status

At the beginning of 1951 a political crisis ended, after long debate, in a
reform of the Tunisian Protectorate. New powers were conceded to the local
authorities and a number of important places in the administration of the
Protectorate were assured to Tunisians. Needless to say, no distinction was
to be made between Mohammedan and Jew in appointments to these posi-
tions. The result of this was expected to be a large increase in the number
of Jews presently employed in the public administration (320, or 1.6 per
cent of the total population), especially in the number occupying lower-
ranking positions.

Since 1923, Jewish subjects of the Bey had been able to acquire French
citizenship if they so desired. By 1930, 5,569 Tunisian Jews had availed
themselves of this opportunity. Since 1930 another 2,000 persons or so had
acquired French citizenship, which was automatically extended to the de-
scendants of naturalized persons. The number of Tunisian Jews possessing
French citizenship was estimated at about 35,000.

Anti-Semitism

Anti-Semitism was never strong in Tunisia, either in the European popula-
tion, which always felt a close bond with the Jews, or in the Mohammedan
population, which as a rule was friendlier than its coreligionists elsewhere
in North Africa. The year 1951 was an entirely peaceful one in this regard
everywhere in the country. There was a tacit agreement between Moham-
medans and Jews to ignore the Palestinian question, which was a potential
source of friction. Occasionally, the Tunisian Arabic press reproached Tu-
nisian Jews for a too-open display of their Zionist sentiments.

Community Life

Tunis, with its 65,000 Jewish inhabitants, was the center of the Jewish life
of the Protectorate. The beginning of 1951 was marked by the election of
members to the city's Jewish community council. After a bitter contest, the
ticket headed by Charles Haddad was victorious. This group represented
elements attached to the traditional values of Judaism; though markedly
sympathetic to Israel, it was not explicitly Zionist. The new president of the
community undertook to carry out an ambitious program, but it was too
early at the time of writing to judge the results of his efforts.

Cultural Life

A widespread and vital Jewish press existed not only in Tunisia, but
(with the exception of Algeria) in all of North Africa. A weekly program
devoted to Jewish life was broadcast over the radio. A federation of Jewish
youth movements was recently constituted under the direction of the Union
of Jewish Students of Tunisia.
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Jewish Education
The Jewish student body was divided as follows:

TABLE 2
JEWISH STUDENT BODY IN TUNISIA, 1950-51

Educational Division Number
Primary 10,964
Vocational 943
Secondary 985
Higher 93
Private (decree of January 24, 1920) 979

TOTAL 13,964

Of these 13,964 students, 3,344 attended the five schools of the Alliance
Israelite Universelle. These figures testify to the great progress that had
been made in a country where illiteracy was so widespread. In the south of
Tunisia, however, above all in Djerba, there were Jewish communities which
refused to send their children to the French schools; they gave as their
reason for this their hope of emigrating to Israel in the near future.

The ORT and Alliance opened a vocational school at which instruction
was being given to more than 100 students. This school was a temporary
one, to be replaced by a large building whose construction was begun in the
spring of 1951.

Social Services
The OSE, under the presidency of Dr. Roger Nataf, who was recently

appointed to the World Health Organization as an authority on trachoma,
gave invaluable aid to the Jewish population, particularly in the south,
where there were five dispensaries to care for the population. In certain
regions the infant mortality rate fell 75 per cent following the establishment
of these dispensaries.

In the schools maintained by the Alliance the welfare project Nos Petits,
also under the direction of Dr. Nataf, distributed tons of food and clothing.
It was able to enlarge its activities in 1951 thanks to the support of the JDC.

In 1951 the UNICEF completed its campaign against tuberculosis. It was
hoped that in 1952 Tunisia would witness the initiation of an international
campaign against trachoma.

Zionism
A large part of the Jewish population of Tunisia hoped eventually to

settle in Israel. Especially in the south, where French influence was least
felt, there was a feeling that a general exodus would take place as soon as
Israel again opened its doors to immigrants from North Africa. Zionist
organizations were very active. For the poorer class of Jews, Israel remained
a hope and goal illuminating their wretched daily life. At the end of 1949 it
was estimated that 7.7 per cent of all Tunisian Jews had departed for Israel.
In May, 1950, the figure was 8.2 per cent; in 1951, around 10 per cent. The
Sephardic problem in Israel greatly interested the Tunisian Jewish popula-
tion and was often discussed in the local press.
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FRENCH MOROCCO

Jewish Population

T-IRENCH and Spanish Morocco (and Tangier), with their approximately
JT 260,000 Jews, possessed the largest single Jewish population of all the
Moslem countries. This population was distributed among a hundred or so cen-
ters. There were thirty or so Jewish communities with more than two hundred
members; fifty or so with more than a thousand members. Here too the great
majority of Jews were city-dwellers. Of the 234,000 Jews living in French
Morocco, 165,000 were residents of the 19 largest cities. Casablanca alone
had a Jewish population of more than 75,000.

The regional distribution of the Jewish population of Morocco was as
follows:

TABLE 3

JEWISH POPULATION OF FRENCH MOROCCO

Region Number
Casablanca 90,000
Marrakech 56,500
F£s 25,350
MeknSs 25,100
Rabat 22,050
Oujda 8,520
Agadir 6,480

TOTAL 234,000

During the period 1940-51, the Jewish population in Morocco increased by
26 per cent. The number of Jews gainfully employed increased during this
period from 28,600 to 61,200, or by 214 per cent. This figure shows the ex-
ceptionally rapid economic development of Moroccan Jewry.

ECONOMIC LIFE

As in Algeria and Tunisia, Moroccan Jews figured prominently in com-
merce (28,500 Jews being so engaged), and in industry and transport
(22,000). More and more Jews were going into the skilled trades and agri-
culture, where there were in 1951 six times the number there had been in
1940.

Civic Status

In 1951 the legal status of Moroccan Jewry was for the first time the sub-
ject of public debate. The publication by the Alliance Israelite Universelle
of a book2 on this subject evoked a large response from the general public:
magazines and scientific and literary reviews in France and Morocco con-
sidered the problems raised by the paradoxical situation of the Moroccan

'Andre Ghouraqui, La conditionjuridique de I'lsra'tlitt marocain, Paris, 1951.
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Jews, who were neither completely subject to the Sultan nor came com-
pletely under the protection of France. These problems were not easily
solved in practice. For the emancipation of Moroccan Jewry presupposed
the completed democratization of Morocco, which was blocked by the
theocratic structure of the state, whose head (the Sultan) still claimed to
rule by divine right.

Community Life

The Council of Jewish Communities recently carried out a reform requir-
ing health certificates from all applicants for marriage. Another communal
reform was its establishment at Rabat, in April, 1951, of an Institute of
Hebrew Studies to train in six years' time dayyanim, or judges of the rab-
binical courts.

For the first time in its history Moroccan Jewry took part in the annual
conference of French Jewry, held in Paris in June, 1951; its representative
was Jacques Dehan, acting secretary general of the Council of Moroccan
Jewish Communities.

Cultural Life

Jewish cultural life in Morocco continued to be very active. Two publica-
tions, Noar and La Voix des Communautes, were regularly published, and a
center of documentation and studies was recently established at Rabat by
the Council of Communities.

In 1951, the Moroccan radio began to broadcast a weekly Jewish program
which the Jewish population avidly listened to. This program led to the
recording of the hitherto unrecorded folk music of the Moroccan Jews; thus
a unique cultural treasure was saved from oblivion.

Jewish Education

The Alliance Israelite Universelle opened new schools at Meknes, Agadir,
and Casablanca which accommodated 3,000 new Jewish pupils. This raised
to 28,000 the number of Jewish students in Morocco, of whom 22,954 at-
tended the 63 schools conducted by the Alliance. There was still no place
for about 10,000 children in the schools. At Casablanca, as a temporary solu-
tion, the government helped in the construction of a large educational center
which in a short time was expected to lead to the virtual disappearance of
the hedarim.

At the beginning of April, 1951, the Alliance opened a large and well-
equipped Hebrew normal school; under the direction of Isaac Rusch, it was
expected to train 120 teachers of Hebrew annually. This great increase in
the number of Hebrew teachers was expected to lead to the revival of the
study of Hebrew throughout all of North Africa.
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The ORT and Alliance together maintained a large school, situated in
the suburbs of Casablanca, at which 500 students were given extensive voca-
tional training. The Society for Agricultural Training in Morocco, founded
by the ICA and the Alliance, was studying the possibility of a large agricultural
training project for young people wishing to work on the land. Forty-four
Jewish students received government scholarships enabling them to study at
French universities.

Social Services

The problem of housing was one of the most serious that confronted the
Jewish population of Morocco. In certain cities, Sefrou for example, the
density of Jewish population attained the incredible figure of 415,815 in-
habitants per square kilometer. To alleviate the shortage of housing the
construction of three large buildings was begun on the edge of the present
Mellah of Casablanca.

PUBLIC HEALTH

The JDC and the OSE were particularly active in distributing food and
clothes and caring for children. In 1951, the OSE, helped by the JDC and
the government, established much needed dispensaries in the interior of the
country.

The UNICEF-UNAC brought to a conclusion its extensive campaign
against tuberculosis. As in Tunisia, it was hoped that a campaign against
trachoma would be launched in the near future. The results of the campaign
against tuberculosis showed how very vulnerable the undernourished popula-
tion of the Mellah was to this disease.

STATE SUBVENTIONS

The financial support given the Jewish communities by the state, though
small, was increasing annually. In 1949, the first year in which a grant was
made, the Jewish communities received 7,500,000 francs ($21,429) from the
government; in 1950, 25,000,000 francs ($71,429); in 1951, 35,000,000 francs
($10,000). These sums, modest as they were, enabled these communities to
combat pauperism with all its attendant ravages.

The Council of Communities appealed to the administration to create
special welfare agencies to care for the poverty-stricken population of the
Mellahs.

SPANISH MOROCCO

THE Jewish population of Spanish Morocco, numbering 14.196,3 was dis-
tributed as follows:

• And not 25,000, as stated in the AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK, 1951 (Vol. 52), p. 430.
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TABLE 4

JEWISH POPULATION OF SPANISH MOROCCO

Urban Number
Tetuan 7,628
Larache 2,228
El-Ksar el Kbir 2,160
Villa Nador 592
Arzila 571
Others 488

13,667
Rural

Territory of Quert 326
Territory of Rif 176
Others 27

529

TOTAL 14,196

General Franco's government recently published a widely circulated
brochure, entitled Spain and the Jews, which expounded his policy of friend-
ship with the Jewish world. He also recently established the Maimonides
Institute at Tetuan, and appointed a special Jewish official to study all
Jewish questions. The Spanish dictator continued his policy of encouraging
assimilation by making it possible for Jews to acquire Spanish citizenship.

The Alliance Israelite Universelle supported three schools with 746 stu-
dents. At Tetuan, where in 1862 the Alliance established its first school, it
began the construction of a new educational center in 1951.

TANGIER

rr-iHE Jewish community of the international zone of Tangier occupied a
A special, and in a certain sense privileged, position in North Africa. With

a Jewish population of about 10,000, it was represented in the legislative
assembly by three members. The principal organs of the community were a
community council and a rabbinical court exercising jurisdiction over mat-
ters of marriage, divorce, and inheritance.

There was a Jewish student body of 1,533 children, 1,088 of whom at-
tended the two schools of the Alliance; 217, the French Lycee; 182, the Euro-
pean primary schools; and 46, the Moslem vocational school.

Jewish welfare organizations were assisted by the JDC. The OSE recently
established a kindergarten in response to the pressing need.

Alongside of a large and comfortable middle class which played an im-
portant part in the economic life of Tangier, there was a laboring population
often living in dire poverty. However, the social level was generally higher
than that of other cities in Morocco, and the number of emigrants to Israel
was fewer than elsewhere.



LIBYA 385

LIBYA

THE year 1951 was a decisive one for Libya. Under the superintendence
of the United Nations, represented by High Commissioner Adrien Pelt,

Cyrenaica, Tripolitania, and Fezzan were to become a federal state on January
1, 1952, with Emir Sayia Mohammed Idran el Senoussi, religious and po-
litical head of Cyrenaica, becoming King of Libya.

A parliament of sixty members (twenty for each of the three states making
up the prospective federation) met regularly to prepare for the establish-
ment of the new Libyan state. Among these sixty members there was not a
single representative of the non-Moslem minorities. On March 8, 1951, the
first national government of Tripolitania was formed, which constituted one
more step along the road to Libyan independence.

The minorities were apprehensive about the arrival of January 1, 1952.
After consultations with such Jewish organizations as the American Jewish
Committee and the Alliance Israelite Universelle, both of which sent experts
to Libya in February, 1951, the Jewish community of Tripoli placed an im-
portant memorandum in the hands of High Commissioner Pelt and G.
Marchine, representative of minorities on the Commission of the United
Nations for Libya. This memorandum, in the form of an outline of pro-
jected legislation, demanded that the rights of minorities be fully guaranteed
in the future constitution of the country (although Libya, to be admitted
into the United Nations, would in any case have to promise to respect the
principles set forth in the International Declaration of the Rights of Man).
The memorandum also demanded a statutory guarantee of the Jewish
community's right to organize a council of its own; official recognition of the
rabbinical court; recognition of Jewish educational and cultural institutions;
safeguarding of the right of emigration; and freedom of transfer for the
property of emigrants until 1965. It requested complete equality of treatment
with Libyans in all matters of public welfare. Finally, it requested recogni-
tion of the Jewish population's right to observe its religious holidays and
days of rest as prescribed by the Jewish religion.

This memorandum was sympathetically received by the United Nations
authorities, who were endeavoring to make its principles an essential part
of the new state—which, because of its economic dependence, must in any
case remain under international tutelage for a lengthy period of time.

Jewish Population

The pogroms of 1945 and 1948, which no one had forgotten, together
with the prospect of Libyan independence, stimulated a powerful movement
of emigration to Israel. In 1945 there were around 30,000 Jews in Libya,
living in 15 centers in Tripolitania and 7 centers in Cyrenaica. The exodus
began in 1949. In one year the 6,000 Jews living in Cyrenaica were evacuated
to Israel. In 1951 there was as large a movement of emigration from Tri-
politania.
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Since February, 1951, Jews were still to be found in only one place in all
Libya—Tripoli. However, most of the 6,000 Jews of Tripoli were awaiting
the hour of their departure. Everywhere synagogues were closed and houses
stood empty.

This exodus constituted an incalculable loss to the economy of Libya; by
the departure of its Jews Cyrenaica courted the danger of falling back into
a state of nomadism. The same fate would menace Tripolitania if its Italian
settlers, who were also concerned about their future in the country, should
decide to emigrate.

Community Life

For those who remained, life went on, but at a considerably slower pace.
Tripoli's Hara, once so lively a place, was now a half-empty quarter, un-
recognizable to those who had known it in its heyday. There used to be
thirty synagogues; only seven were still open.

Six schools continued to function, thanks to the support of the British
military administration, the Jewish Community Council, the JDC, and the
Alliance. There were 1,375 children attending the two Italian schools, and
601 the kindergarten and school maintained by the Alliance. The latter gave
instruction in French and Hebrew. Four hundred children were studying in
the Talmud Torah.

The social distress attendant on the abnormal situation of Tripolitanian
Jewry necessitated large assistance from the JDC. The OSE maintained a free
dispensary and the schools gave meals and clothing to their children.

There was little religious and cultural activity. The only remaining organ-
ization so engaged was a Maccabi circle. A small magazine, Hayyenu, ap-
peared in three languages; its principal item of interest for the Jewish popu-
lation was the schedule of departure of ships for Israel.
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