
CHAPTER lv
STOECKER'S DECLINE (1886-1890)

En the middle of the 1880's, the government of the Reich was bend-
ing all its energies toward the realization of two major purposes—
the acquisition of colonies and the strengthening of the army. The
Catholic Center which had, only a few years previously, been made
a partner in the government coalition hesitated to cooperate. To get
parliamentary backing Bismarck had to look for a new majority com-
bination. In the meantime, the National Liberal Party, after its sharp
decline and the secession of its left wing in 1880, had been reorganized
under the leadership of Johannes Miquel and was anxious to get back
into the Chancellor's good graces. In the "Heidelberg Declaration"
of 1884, the party announced its approval of Bismarck's economic,
military, and foreign policy. It promised "relentlessly to fight for the
preservation of a strong German armed force and not to shun any sacri-
fices necessary to secure the independence of the fatherland against
all vicissitudes."1 Not only did the party endorse Bismarck's social
and financial reform program, it also fervently expressed itself in favor
of continuing the fight against the Social Democratic Party. The signers
of the Heidelberg Declaration pledged themselves "to grant to the
Reich government the means necessary for the defense against sub-
versive intrigues" and, therefore, "regarded the extension of the Sozialis-

ten gesetz as urgently required."
Reformed and repentant, the National Liberal Party had become

governmental again at the very moment Bismarck needed it most. To-
gether with the two conservative parties (German and Free-Conserva-

tive) the National Liberals formed a close political alliance, the

Kartell, which was to be the parliamentary backbone of the govern-
ment. It proved its strength in the 1887 elections. The crucial issue over
which the Reichstag was dissolved this time was the government's
insistence on advance appropriations for the army for another seven
years. The Progressives and the Catholic Center Party were willing to
grant increased military expenditures for a period of three years only.

It was a haff-hearted attempt to maintain some vestige of parliamentary
control over the military arm, a faint echo of the struggle between
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liberalism and Bismarck during the 1862—1866 constitutional conftict.
Again Bismarck won, this time with greater ease. Twenty years earlier it
had taken a victorious war to split the liberal forces. Now the mere
specter of war was enough. General Boulanger had become French
Minister of War, and an anti-German war party was gaining influence
in French politics. German relations with Russia were not auspicious.
Heavily propagandized German colonial aspirations had worked up
strong anti-British feelings in the populace. "The fatherland in danger"
became the election slogan of the government parties. The calling up
of military reservists for winter maneuvers gave an air of stark realism
to the campaign. The "state-conserving parties," the German Conserva-
tives, Free-Conservatives, and National Liberals, won a major vic-
tory. With 220 out of 397 Reichstag seats, they held a majority. The
Progressives lost heavily; so did the Social Democrats.2 The Catholic
Center Party held its own.3

The Kartell created a difficult situation for Stoecker. It was important
that the new political coalition should not become unnecessarily em-
barrassing to all concerned. The National Liberals, not so long ago
known as "the party of the Jews," had to make sure that they would
not be exposed to the scorn of the Progressives and Socialists for lining
up with a party that harbored Stoecker. It would be necessary, the
National Liberal leader, Rudolf von Bennigsen, wrote to Miquel, "to get
out of the predicament caused by our opponents' continuing to saddle
us with Stoecker's anti-Semitic demagogy."4 Discretion and moderation
with regard to anti-Semitism was now imperative in bringing the Con-
servatives and National Liberals closer together. Stoecker's movement
was an obstacle in the path of the new allian and measures had to
be taken to clear it away.

In the Norddeutsche Aligeineine Zeitung,5 Bismarck's mouthpiece,
Stoecker was sharply advised to confine the activities of the Christian
Social movement to the realm of Protestant charities. The Conservatives
suddenly grew cautious in nominating their candidates and refrained
from nominating notorious anti-Semites to run in Berlin. These new
tactics prompted the liberal Frankfurter Zeitung6 to comment sarcasti-
cally that it was not so much anti-Semitism which distinguished the
followers of Stoecker from the Conservatives as it was the willingness
to avow anti-Semitic beliefs openly, for "the Conservative in Berlin who
is not an anti-Semite must be looked for with a lantern."

Stoecker's close relations with the Conservatives was now a severe
handicap to the Christian Social Party. When first elected to the Prus-
sian Diet in 1879, Stoecker had joined the Conservative group and sub-
miffed to its discipline. He soon had become one of the leading spokes-
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i-lien for the Conservatives in the Diet, later in the Reichstag. Thus,
through its leader, the Christian Social Party became entangled in all
the political hazards which grew out of Bismarck's opportunistic deal-
ings with individual parties and party combinations. Stoecker's party
shared in the benefits accruing from the Conservatives' support of the
government and it likewise suffered all the disadvantages of an opposi-
tion whenever the Conservatives lined up against Bismarck. This could
go on just as long as the Conservatives did not find the alliance with the
anti-Semites an impediment to a more desirable political liaison, and
as long as no forces developed within the Christian Social Party itself
to make further acceptance of Conservative tutelage unbearable. The
first condition had now come to pass. The Conservative-National
Liberal alliance spelled doom for the Berlin Movement, the antiliberal,
anti-Semitic coalition. Only the Kreuzzeitung ultraconservative wing
remained opposed to the Kartell and favored Conservative cooperation
with the Catholic Center. Backed by this right-wing opposition, Stoecker
could continue to fight Bismarck's "middle-parties-policy" within the
ranks of the Conservatives. The Christian Social Party itself, however,
was caught in an impasse: as long as the government relied on the
National Liberals, one of the favorite targets of Stoecker's anti-Semitic
blasts; as long as the Kartell lasted, the Stoecker party could not do any-
thing but consistently oppose the government. But "an opposition party
under the leadership of a court chaplain was an impossible idea in
Prussia."7

Stoecker's position grew still more precarious when be became in-
volved in an intrigue against Bismarck which was led by Alfred von
Waldersee, then deputy chief of the general staff and general quarter-
master of the army. Bismarck suspected Waldersee of having designs on
the chancellorship himself and of trying to acquire influence on Prince
Wilhelm who soon was to succeed to the throne. In November, 1887,
Waldersee, at the Prince's initiative, invited a group of dignitaries to
discuss plans to raise funds for the Berlin City Mission, the Protestant
charity organization headed by Stoecker. Prince and Princess Wilhelm
were present, together with Stoecker and von Puttkamer, Prussian Min-
ister of the Interior (since 1881), as well as other members of the
cabinet, the court, and the Conservative Party. Waldersee spoke about
the urgency of fighting anarchist tendencies by spiritual as well as mate-
rial means. The Mission should rally all those who were loyal to the
king and concerned with cultivating the spirit of patriotism. Prince
Wilhelm responded warmly to Waldersee's request that he sponsor a
nationwide committee for furthering the cause of the Protestant Mission.
In his answer he also referred to the spiritual depravity of the Berlin
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masses and to the forces of destruction which oniy the Christian social
spirit could overcome.

The liberal and the governmental press at once underscored the politi-
cal implications of the Waldersee meeting. The Waldersee circle was
exposed as an ambitious clerical-Conservative clique trying to use the
future Kaiser as a front for its own designs. "The same evening a storm
broke loose in Berlin and Vienna," Stoecker wrote.8 "What the Berlin
Jews did not have the courage to say, for fear of punishment, the Jews
in Vienna did. It was a vicious campaign . . . but not dangerous.
What concern was Christian charity work to these strangers, to these
enemies of our faith? Their malicious statements deserved to be treated
with contempt and this was done.

"Then, all of a sudden a roaring was heard as if of an approaching
gale in the mountains. With a wild article, the Norddeutsche Ailgemeine
Zeitung jumped upon the Christian Social movement. . . Now the semi-
official paper wrote that the Christian Social Party was denominationally
sectarian and not a political party at all; that it carried the dead weight
of the Berlin Movement with which the Kartell parties ought not to
get involved; that nothing but anti-Semitism was the leaven of the
Berlin Movement. . . . This article was the signal for a general attack.
There could not have been any doubt as to its source of inspiration."

Bismarck later disclaimed authorship of this and the following articles
in the Norddeutsche for himself as well as for his son. But that he took
the Prince Wilhelm-Waldersee-Stoecker intimacy extremely seriously
may be seen from his memoirs. The opening chapter of the third
volume of Bismarck's Gedanken und Erinnerungen, dealing with his rela-
tions to Prince Wilhelm, is almost exclusively devoted to the Waldersee
meeting and the ensuing correspondence about Stoecker between him-
self and the Prince. "With cogent reasons, but with all due devotion in
form," Bismarck advised the Prince against sponsoring the Mission.
It was this controversy which led to the first estrangement between the
Iron Chancellor and the future monarch.

There was more behind the adamant stand Bismarck took against
Stoecker in 1887 than bureaucratic rivalry. True, by striking at Stoecker,
Bismarck hoped to eliminate Waldersee as Prince Wilhelm's potential
Chancellor. It is a matter of record how he was always jealous and
suspicious of possible pretenders to his office, and broke them ruth-
lessly. But much more was at stake. It was with growing apprehension
that the aging statesman watched every new development that threat-
ened the relatively untested structure of the Reich. Could it endure
the ever mounting pressure of internal conflict? Would the system of
government, not a full-fledged parliamentary regime yet one that per-
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initted such conflicts to come to the surface, withstand the strain?
However confident Bismarck was of his own ability to plan successfully
for the future of the Reich, his power to carry out his resolutions was
not as absolute as it may have appeared.

The Chancellor's position itself had one basic weakness. It depended
on his relations to the Kaiser. With his high-handed treatment of
political parties, there was not one of them on which Bismarck could
fully rely. Neither was he the accepted spokesman of any one social
group. The common notion that he acted solely as the agent of his own
class, the Junkers, is far from the truth. Not even the Prussian army was
a reliable instrument in his hand unless he enjoyed the unlimited con-
fidence of the King. Wilhe]m I, was, it is true, completely dependent on
the Chancellor. And as long as the old Kaiser lived, Bismarck was more
or less justified in the belief that, by skillful maneuvering, or, if neces-
sary, by scrapping the constitution, he could succeed in preserving the
Reich's undemocratic structure.

But Wilhelm I would not live forever. Once the ambitious young
Wilhelm II became Emperor and King, a major conflict between govern-
ment and Reichstag would be bound to cause a tempest that might
wreck the ship of state. The Kartell, Bismarck hoped, would be a repre-
sentative and lasting union of the basic forces upon which the Reich
was founded—aristocracy, army and civil service, and moderately lib-
eral, national-minded bourgeoisie. Combined, they ought to be strong
enough to check the greatest danger, Social Democracy, and to guide
the young Kaiser's steps. The Kartell was Bismarck's ultimate design for
ruling Germany by constitutional means. When he saw it endangered
by Stoecker's opposition faction within the Conservative Party, he struck
back with all the power at his command.

"There are times of liberalism," the Chancellor warned the Prince,10
"and times of reaction, also of tyranny. In such times, to keep one's hands
free, it is necessary to avoid the possibility of public opinion identify-
ing Your Highness. . . with a specific political party. This would happen
if Your Highness by becoming the high protector of Innere Mission es-
tablished an official relationship with the latter."

Bismarck's authority and the excitement which the Waldersee meeting
had aroused throughout the country moved Prince Wilhelm to drop the
Mission. The Stoecker circle regretfully saw the future Kaiser won over
to the Chancellor's Kartell policy. "Every personal contact between the
Court and the Mission and its leader has since been discontinued. Both
are now ostracized in certain high circles," Stoecker's devoted biographer
complained.11

In March, 1888, Wilhelm I died. His ailing son, Friedrich III, upon
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whose liberal views the Progressives had so heavily banked and who
was credited with the statement that "anti-Semitism is the shame of the
century,"12 reigned only three months. He was thoroughly determined
to put an end to anti-Semitic agitation and had the Stoecker problem
brought up for discussion at the very first meeting of his privy council.
With Kaiser and Chancellor in agreement, Stoecker's downfall seemed
imminent. But once more political considerations interfered. Bismarck
succeeded in preventing the Emperor from simply dismissing the agi-
tator from his ecclesiastic office. The decision—for the third successive
time—was that Stoecker should be made to choose unconditionally be-
tween his office and political activity.

Bismarck's intervention was not the result of a change of mind. The
Chancellor wanted Stoecker eliminated but he did not want the Progres-
sives, his old opponents, who had long been demanding the court chap-
lain's dismissal, to benefit by a spectacular ouster of the nation's chief
liberal-baiter. For Bismarck's purposes it was enough to have Stoecker's
hands tied by an ironclad agreement that would keep him out of politics.
The decision of the privy council was not delivered to Stoecker before
spring of 1889. By that time Wilhelm II bad ascended to the throne.
Stoecker decided to retain his office and renounce politics.13 In a formal
agreement which be himself drafted after a conversation with a repre-
sentative of the Imperial Court, he undertook to withdraw from the po-
litical scene and to discontinue his activities in the Christian Social Party.
The text of the agreement was:

Since His Majesty considers activity in the political life of Berlin, of the
kind in which up to now I have been engaged, as incompatible with the
office of Court Chaplain, it goes without saying that I give it up while
being entrusted by His Majesty with continuing in office. After the ex-
periences I have had, I, myself, have lost for the time being all zest to con-
tinue the public fight which I waged against the revolution (Umsturz) in the
political, social and religious fields. Under the present circumstances to give
up entirely the political fight, for myself as well as for the Christian
Social Party, is therefore not a hardship but the answer to my wishes. I
shall leave this part of my activities to others and arrange my speeches,
with regard to topics, content and tone in such a way as not to give His
Majesty any cause for objection. When speaking in public I shall deal
solely with religious, patriotic and social matters, and with the latter only
to the extent that they come within the realm of Christianity, the church
and Innere Mission. Should I at a later time feel compelled by my conscience
to resume the fight for the fatherland or the church, I shall dutifully notify
His Majesty and most humbly leave everything else to His Majesty's august
decision.
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From then on every move Stoecker made was watched. His ecclesias-
tic superiors refused to give him permission to speak abroad. On several
occasions he was reprimanded for having made statements which, in the
opinion of the church, violated the spirit of his agreement. But in spite
of his difficulties with church and government, his political prospects
looked far from hopeless. All he apparently had to do was to bide his
time. Had not his warning that the "subversive" forces could not be
defeated by the only weapon at the disposal of the "middle parties,"
the national idea, been amply justified? Indeed, in 1890 the Kartell was
decisively beaten at the polis. Instead of the former majority, the two
Conservative parties and the National Liberals now mustered hardly
more than one third of the Reichstag. The Progressives had more than
doubled the number of their representatives and the Social Democrats
had tripled theirs.14 The industrial masses had registered their protest
against the rising cost of living caused by the government's protectionist
policy. In Berlin, the socialist vote had been higher than that of any
other party. With the Sozialisten-Gesetz now off the statute books,15
socialist progress threatened to become irresistible.

The new Reichstag of 1890, with a majority of Catholics, Progressives,
and Social Democrats opposed to extending the anti-Socialist act, had
failed to renew it. The infamous law expired on October 1, 1890. A last
attempt of Bismarck's to revive the Conservative-Catholic bloc met with
the Kaiser's disapproval. Wilhelm II also rejected the Chancellor's pro-
posal to shelve the Constitution and suppress the socialist movement
by force of arms. The young Emperor was confident that it would be
possible to win back the industrial masses by putting into effect a com-
prehensive social insurance program. In March, 1890, he forced Bismarck
to resign.

At first moving cautiously, then with increasing boldness, the Court
Chaplain broke out of his political retirement. Already in 1889 he had
started a newspaper, Das Volk, which was to serve as the official organ
of the Christian Social Party. Its articles held out the hope for a great
revival of the Stoecker party once Bismarck was gone. "[In Cermanyl
the soul of public life is the Chancellor," a Volk editor wrote.16 "He is
now 74 years old. A venerable age! After the days of prostration, days
of feverish excitement will come again in the nation's life. Such days
will face us the moment the Chancellor no longer dominates our public
life. Moderate liberalism will then ask for the benefits of the present
[Kartell} policy. If they are granted, the conditions of the [liberal era
of the 1870's will return. If they are not granted, democratic liberalism
will raise its head. With both, Jewry will raise its head. But we, too,
must be on hand. We must prepare in advance for the day when we
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face the Chancellor's successor and build a movement that will merit
being invested with the people's yearning. . . . When Court Chaplain
Stoecker realizes that the moment for action has come again, he will
act and then he will not be concerned with . . . his office but with the
movement only."

Now Bismarck was out of the way. The Kaiser had returned to a
policy of reconciliation with the industrial masses. Stoecker and his
followers jubilantly greeted the dawn of a new era. Shortly after the
1890 elections the Christian Social Party became active again. The
Kaiser's declarations about his program of social reform had made the
discussion of the "social question" respectable once more. "The hand
that had so heavily been weighing upon the development of social re-
form, presses no longer," wrote the Kreuzzeitung.'T "Overnight, the
world has become Christian Social," Stoecker remarked triumphantly.
Three days after Bismarck's downfall, he once again was heard in a
debate on anti-Semitism in the Prussian Diet. On October 2, 1890, the
day after the anti-Socialist law expired, the Volk wrote that Bismarck,
Stoecker's enemy and the creator of the law (which Stoecker, inciden-
tally, had supported all along) had become a silent man, but that
Stoecker "held huge meetings as in the days of the most lively agitation."

Nevertheless, before a month had passed, Stoecker was compelled to
request his own retirement from public office, and the Kaiser's permis-
sion was promptly granted. As a Prince, Wilhelm II had saved the
Chaplain from Bismarck's ire and had given many demonstrations of
the high personal esteem in which he held the arch-enemy of liberalism.
As Emperor he forced Stoecker to resign without the slightest sign of
compunction. A clue for the Kaiser's motives may be found in his
memoirs where he refers to Stoecker only once, and this in passing,
though in a revealing context. Explaining his attitude to various political
parties, Wilhelm makes it a point to emphasize his good relations with
the National Liberals and his endeavors to bring them closer to the
Conservatives. "I often pointed out that the National Liberals were
devoted to the Reich, and thus to the Kaiser, and accordingly should be
welcomed as allies of the Conservatives; that I could not and would
not govern the Reich without them, and never against them. . . . For
this reason, for instance, I removed the Court Chaplain Stoecker—a
man who had done excellent social work in his Mission activities—be-
cause he had delivered a demagogic, incendiary address in South Ger-
many against the liberals there."8

The speech referred to had been made by Stoecker at the Congress of
the Conservative Party of Baden. Its keynote was the urgency of the
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fight against socialism and liberalism, and it did not fail to attack the
Jews.

So as not to tickle Israel's vanity any more, I shall not say much about
the Jewish question. But since others are permitted to speak about every-
thing else and to pull down God arid monarchy, throne and altar, wealth
and property, why should it not be allowed to point to the danger which
Jewry represents? I don't think this is liberal. I for one will speak of this
sore until it is healed; for our slogan is, one mansion (Haus), one people,
one lord!19

Why did Wilhelm II, who, only a few short years ago, had condoned
much more violent and inflammatory attacks against Jews and liberals
by Stoecker, consider this brief digression serious enough to warrant a
severe reprisal? Tactical considerations had now begun to take preced-
ence over sentimental scruples. Personal ambition as well as political
expediency made the Kaiser seek the preservation of the Kartell and,
if possible, an enlargement of its basis by including elements of the Left.
He had to justify Bismarck's dismissal. Nothing would have demonstrated
the wisdom of Wilhelm's decision to get rid of the Iron Chancellor more
thoroughly than the success of a political coalition ranging from the
governmental wing of the German-Conservatives to the Catholic Center
with the National Liberals in the middle. The new Kaiser envisaged him-
self as the autocratic but benevolent ruler of a united nation which he
would lead to greater glories. He could no longer afford to have the in-
tensely controversial figure of Stoecker associated with him if he was
to succeed in his plan of winning the support of parties that were ir-
reconcilably hostile to the Court Chaplain.
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