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The address of Vice President 
Henry A. Wallace at the dinner of 
the Foreign Policy Association at 
the Hotel Waldorf- Astoria last 
night follows: 

The responsibility which was 
offered to us following World 
War No. i we declined. We didn't 
realize that while we might evade 
our duty for ten or fifteen years, 
the time would inevitably come 
when our growing power and 
position in the world would force 
us to accept the responsibility of 
such power and position for the 
sake of the Western. World, and 
eventually for the sake of the 
entire world. We of the United 
States can no more evade shoul- 
dering our responsibility than a 
boy of eighteen can avoid becom- 
ing a man by wearing short 
pants. The word "isolation" 
means short pants for, a grown- 
up United States. 

Tonight we are not greatly con- 
cerned with the past except in 
so far as it furnishes a lamp to 
guide our footsteps in the future. 

The United States now has her 
second opportunity to make the 
world safe for democracy. During 
World War No. 1 and the fifteen 
years which followed, our inten- 
tions were of the highest, but our 
judgment was not good. From the 
depths of our hearts we respond- 
ed to the idea.lism of 3Voodcw 
Wilson. Our boys enlisted to save 
the democracy of Western Eu- 
rope and the New World from 
encroachment by the imperialism 
of a militaristic Prussia. Our boys 
thought they knew what they 
were fighting for. That is why 
they fought so well. 

Mistakes After World War 
In World War No. i we fought 

well, believed profoundly and pro- 
duced tremendously. Aside from 
that, our record was not so good. 
When the peace came we refused 
to accept responsibility for the 
world we had helped to create. 
We turned our back on Europe 
and said we were isolationists. 
During the war, prices, taxes and 
wages had doubled. When the 
war ended, consumers wanted 
lower prices, employers wanted 
lower wages, and everybody want- 
ed lower taxes. Therefore every 
one talked about getting back to 
normalcy. 



The desire of the American mil- 
lions for normalcy and for isola- 
tion caused our people to refuse 
to accept the world responsibility 
which had been brought to them 
by World War No. 1. The United 
States of the Nineteen Twenties 
thought that we, a creditor na- 
tion, could create prosperity by 
exporting more goods than we im- 
ported. Laboring under that il- 
lusion, we raised our tariff in 1922 
and again in 1930. The destruc- 
tive effect of these high tariffs on 
our exports did not come home 
to us until we stopped loaning 
money to foreign countries. We 
learned by hard experience tkat 
a creditor nation which cultivates 
a high -tariff policy and an isola- 
tionist psychology is certain to 
bring disaster on itself and the 
rest of the world as well. Yes, 
after World War No. 1 we were 
offered responsibility but instead 
of accepting it we gave to the 
world high tariffs and isolation. 
We thought by employing high 

.._tariffs find isolatiolywe coulä-prö- 
tect ourselves and avoid the re- 
sponsibility which our creditor 
position, our geographical situa- 
tion, our vast natural resources 
and our trained population have 
so clearly marked out for us at 
this stage of world history. 

Those who preached isolation 
and normalcy were skilled in their 
political insight. They appealed 
successfully to the blind preju- 
dices of the people, who were dis- 
illusioned when the war excite- 
ment stopped, when taxes went 
higher and prices fell and unem- 
ployment increased. The people 
were hungry for isolation, high 
tariffs and normalcy -the very 
things which would make our 
problem worse. Looking back- 
ward, we can afford to be chari- 
table toward the isolationists and 
high- tariff men of the Nineteen 
Twenties, but we cannot feel so 
kindly toward those mistaken 
men as to encourage others in the 
future to repeat their mistakes. 

The Present Outlook 
As we have pondered on the 

lessons of World War No. 1, our 
desire to remain at peace has in- 
creased. But at the same time 
our study of the aggressor na- 
tions has led us to realize that 
the greatest likelihood of remain- 
ing at peace is to make these 
ruthless, treaty- breaking nations 
understand that the American 
people are ready to go to war if 
their rights are transgressed at 
any vital point. It is one of the 
rights of the American people to 
defend democracy by helping 
Britain, China, Yugoslavia and 



Greece to the limit with planes, 
ships, munitions and food. 

A second right of the American 
people is to defend the multi- 
lateral revision of the Monroe 
Doctrine as defined at the Havana 
Conference. Bismarck called the 
Monroe Doctrine an impudence 
and the Nazis use stronger lan- 
guage. The Germans look on 
Latin America as their eventual 
happy hunting ground, and, there- 
fore, we may be sure that as soon 
as they have the power they will 
so push us around politically and 
economically as to force us into 
war. With the situation as it is 
today, I believe the United States 
can stay out of war if the nations 
of the world know we are . ready 
and willing to give all possible aid 
to the democracies. The passage 
of the lend -lease bill, for example, 
has already aided the movement 
to bring back peace to the world. 
England dared, because we have 
dedicated ourselves to the task of 
providing arms to the democra- 
cies, to land in Greece and with 
the Greeks to establish a line 
from which Yugoslavia can be 
supported in its fight for free- 
dom. 

Thanks to the Ever -Normal 
Granary Program we have great 
quantities of feed grain which we 
shall now turn into livestock prod- 
ucts with the greatest speed pos- 
eible. We are in a much stronger 
food position today than twenty - 
five years ago and can use sur- 
plus food as an aid to our declared 
purpose of supporting the demo- 
cratic principle in those areas 
where freedom of action still 
exists. 

Today we know more about 
psychological warfare than we 
did twenty -five years ago. We 
know that the Nazis start care- 
fully planned psychological war- 
fare against a nation long before 
the tanks, planes and submarines 
get into action. The Nazis in 1933 
began their psychological warfare 
upon the United States, not only 
in our own country but also in 
Latin America, Asia and Europe. 
This warfare has been greatly in- 
tensified since the Fall of 1939 
and especially during the past 
few months. It is my belief and 
hope that the United States will 
not be forced into this war in a 
military sense. But in a psycho- 
logical and economic sense, we 
would be foolish not to realize that 
we have been the object of fierce 
German attacks for several years. 



The Nazi Technique 
The Nazis have pursued their 

policy of undermining the morale 
of nation after nation as a mean 
of "softening it up," as the 

;phrase it, for conquest. And wha 
its this "softening up" process? I 
is simply to stir up prejudice, dis 
cord, conflict and confusion in th 
;population. For the Nazis kno 
"what too many of us are likely t 
'forget: That the real inne 
'strength of a peòple is its unity of 
;purpose, its devotion to certain 
hbasic principles of justice, truth 
and democracy, which are beyond 

itdispute. If doubts are raised, re- 
garding these principles, political 
action is short -circuited, and im- 
pqtence and chaos can result. By 
promoting prejudice, by turning 

a, men of different faiths against 
each other, by capitalizing on ;;{ 

every political and economic con -i 
troversv, a nation can he so weak - i 
ened that its resistance to 
tagy aggression is destroyed, 

- Ve have done some counter- 
attacking in speeches, books, 
magazines and newspaper articles. 
As that counter -attacking be- 
comes more vigorous, it is impor- 
tant that we use ammunition of a 
sort which will leave us intellec- 
tually strong and able to shoulder 
the burden of our responsibility 
to ourselves, the Western Hemi- 
sphere and the whole world when 
the peace comes, 

In order to win the psychologi- 
cal war, the battle of nerves, it is 
vital to define the difference be- 
tween nazism and democracy in 
such a way that the young people 
of the United States are whole- 
heartedly with us. The issue must 
be drawn not in terms of a short - 
time propaganda but as an ever -. 
lasting reality. We must believe 
in the worthwhileness of that for 
which we are now fighting and 
that for which we intend to fight 
with even greater passion when 
peace comes. 

The Nazi youth, led by evil men, 
are fighting with all the intensity 
of their souls. Our youth must 
fight with an even greater in- 
tensity. Today the battlefield for 
our youth is chiefly on the psycho- 
logical and economic front. Only 
by doing a thoroughly good job 
there can we avoid fighting on 
the other fronts. But if young 
men of good American back- 
ground, serving unwittingly as 
tools for the Communists, the 
Nazis and defeatists, are able to 
weaken our efforts at psychologi- 



cal and economic defense, we 
shall inevitably get into military 
warfare. 

The very heart of nazism is 
the belief that the German race 
has not only the right, but the 
positive duty, to dominate all 
other races and to control and 
manage the entire world for the 
benefit of the German race alone. 
The present -day Nazi gangsters 
with the morals of Al Capone are 
worse than the old Prussian rulers 
because they are more thorough 
in their use of economic and psy- 
chological warfare and more bru- 
tal in their use of deceit, violence 
and physical torture. They send 
carefully trained men into all the 
countries of the world to carry on 
ideological warfare. Their mone- 
tary control is so tight that no 
one can leave Germany to travel 
unless he or she agrees to act as 
a spy, a propagandist or an in- 
vestigator. 
Sees Nazis Beaten by Long War 
True it is, the Germans, even 

under Hitler, have a fanatical de- 
votion to duty. They are passion- 
ately eager to put their all at the 
service of the State. Yet it is cer- 
tain that in any long- drawn -out 
conflict the German psychology 
will crumble. It thrives on success 
but it cannot 'stand up against 
even temporary failure, because 
the basic Nazi principles of lies 
and deceit outrage the funda- 
mental interests of the human 
soul. 

In strengthening our youth 
against the Nazi lie, we must 
make their faith glow in the truth 
which is that the essence of de- 
mocracy is belief in the father- 
hood of God, the brotherhood of 
man, and the dignity of the indi- 
vidual soul. Democracy so defined 
is almost identical with religion. 
Hitler has no concern whatever 
for the individual soul, and boast- 
ed to Rauschning: "To the Chris- 
tian Doctrine of the supremacy of 
the individual conscience and per- 
sonal responsibility, I oppose the 
emancipating doctrine that the in- 
dividual is nothing and survives 
in the immortality of the nation. 
I reject the dogma of man's re- 
demption by the suffering and 
death of a Divine Saviour, and I 
put in its place a new dogma of 
the communication of merit - 
namely, that individuals are re- 
deemed by the life and action of 
the new lawgiver and leader who 
delivers the masses from the bur- 
den of liberty." 



The Nazi gradations of author- 
ity are imposed by fiat. Demo - 
cracy, of course, also has grada- 
tions of authority, but the author- 
ity is derived from the free choice 
of the people and is not exercised 
ruthlessly in complete disregard 
of the rights of the individual 
soul to freedom of speech and 
freedom of worship. The Nazis 
drive their people like cattle to 
the slaughter. The democracies, 
if they are to survive, must work 
out some way which, while hold- 
ing fast to human rights, will at 
the same time permeate the in- 
dividual souls with a feeling of 
responsibility .so that the citizens 
of a democracy will be as willing 
to give wholehearted, unselfish 
service as the citizens of a totali- 
tarian power. This w e can do if, 
in addition to holding firmly to 
our Bill of Rights, which this year 
is exactly 150 years old, we for mu- 
late a Bill of Duties. Under the 
Bill of Rights and Duties, we can 
have a flexible structure into 
which each citizen may make his 
productive contribution to the 
general welfare. 

Youth now has a more intense 
desire to serve. Our government- 
al and business leaders must 
make it a No. 1 business of the 
peace to give our youth the oppor- 
tunities to work and serve under 
the Bill of Duties, so that they 
may enjoy the privileges of the 
Bill of Rights. 

Properly equipped with a Bill 
of Duties, the United States can 
shoulder her responsibilities to 
the world in the peace that is to 
come. Without such a Bill of Du- 
ties, I fear peace will mean world 
chaos. With such a bill we can 
help build a Pax Democratica 
which will bless us and the whole 
world for a century to come. 

Modern civilization, in order to 
continue, must have order. Under 
the Nazi scheme of things order 
is imposed from above. In a de- 
mocracy most of the order must 
and should come from the indi- 
vidual human heart. The most 
perfect order in the world will 
e ventually be obtained whenever 
the citizens in a democracy recog- 
nize instinctively and fully in all 
of its implications the fatherhood 
of God, the brotherhood of man, 
and the dignity of the individual 
soul. Individuals who have medi- 
tated on the full meaning of these 
fundamental principles which 
characterize both religion and de- 



mocracy will treat their fellow 
human beings in such a way that 
the entire State can serve with 
power as a unit on behalf of the 
general welfare, and especially so 
in any time of crisis. In time of 
crisis special education may be 
needed. Above everything else 
right now, we in the United States 
and in all of the Western World 
need a counter -offensive to cor- 
rect the lies about the degeneracy 
of democracy which the Nazis are 
so busily spreading over the air, 
through the press and through 
their American -born tools. 

Every young man, his sweet- 
heart and his parents,should real- 
ize the aifference,bëtween the va- 
rious types of peace. A Nazi vic- 
tor 's1 ,purope means a peace 

hich -t. not a peace -a peace 
which is preliminary to either sla- 
very or war for this hemisphere. 
A NI,zi victory and a Nazi peace 
are unthinkable. To avoid such a 
calamity we will help ourselves 
through helping England by all 
methods short of war. Britain 
will win. Only defeatism on the 
psychological and economic front 
in the United States can prevent 
it. 

Afte?',the victory, what of the 
peace? Let us consider the world 
which will emerge from the war, 
and of our place in that world. 

at Roosevelt said in his 
f a few Saturday nights 

ago: hen dictatorships disin- 
tegrate'. . . then our country must 
continue to play its great part in 
the period of world reconstruc- 
tion." 

We cannot, once the present 
menace is overcome, trust again 
to the blind forces of chance, to 
the oceans that have shrunk, to 
wishful thinking and illusions 
based on a false reading of his- 
tory to escape our responsibility. 

The battle of the peace will be 
more difficult to win than the 
battle e f the war. All Europe will 
be a ad swirl of chaotic forces. 
Uii ss we are prepared to help 

-the reorganization of a shat- 
tered world, these forces will leap 
from continent to continent and 
destroy even the United States. 
Our help must be of such a nature 
that neither a mad man nor a 
mad nation will ever again have 
the opportunity to kill millions 
of people and destroy tens of bil- 
lions of dollars of property. The 
Nazi ideology with its belief in 
violence and deceit, its hatred of 
non -German races and its denial 
of the, rights of man must be so 
crushed that it can never rise. 
The peace, if it is to be a lasting 
peace, must also make certain 
that neither the barbaric philoso- 
phy nor the militaristic imperial- 
ism of Prussia will ever again 
have the opportunity to find in- 
carnation in the person of a lead- 
er possessed of devils in the bibli- 
cal sense. 



But the battle of the peace is 
far more than protecting the fine 
people of Germany from their 
heritage of deceitful Prussian 
statecraft. There must be worked 
out an international order suf- 
ficiently strong to prevent the 
rise of aggressor nations. We 
must not let the next peace be 
such is to force the defeated na- 
tions to engage in economic war- 
fare by the use of controlled cur - 
rency impossibly high tariffs 
and bilateral trade agreements. 
The victor nations must also re- 
frain from economic warfare. We 

- 'ènieinter UL at Y, c can r..,t 
compel: a defeated nation to pay 
an impossibly high indemnity and 
at the same time forbid such na- 
tion t export by means of high 
tariffs employed by the victor 
nations. The next peace must 
take into account the facts of 
economics; otherwise, it will serve 
as the seedbed for aggression. 
The next peace must give the de- 
feated aggressor nations the op- 
portunity to buy raw materials 
and sell manufactured goods with - 
out discrimination as long as they 
do not produce offensive weapons, 
engage in economic and psycho- 
logical warfare or treat their 
labor unfairly. 

Opportunities Held Plentiful 

Labor and agriculture in the 
United States will demand jobs 
and security from the next peace. 
They can have jobs and security 
provided the peace is such a real 
one that private initiative feels 
safe to move again as it did from 
1860 to 1910. Here is Latin Amer- 
ica to the south of us ready to 
go through during the next fifty 
years what the United States 
went through from 1860 to 1910. 
Opportunities will not be lacking. 

Here in the United States we 
have tremen s reserves of un- 
used ç technical under- 
Mandl and trained labor eager 

Jo cooperate with our brothers to 
tlxáo, h in the development of a 
hemisphere. It is vital to the 
welfare of both Latin America . 
and the United States that the 
industrial expansion south of the 



Rio Grande should not only be 
rapid, but that it should avoid the 
mistakes we in the United States 
made. We have made great 
strides industrially, but we have 
had depressions and unemploy- 
ment with resulting slums and 
malnutrition. We believe that in- 
dustrial expansion in the West- 
ern Hemisphere is possible with- 
out these mistakes and we stand 
ready to help our neighbors avoid 
them. I am sure that a real peace 
will unleash such an expansion as 
the world has never seen. But 
such an expansion will require the 
most understanding cooperation 
between private and governmental 
capital in plannig to take care of 
what otherwise will be a most 
serious unemployment problem. 
Peace will bring world -wide chaos 
unless the United States furnishes 
positive leadership. 

Before we have the right to talk 
so very much more definitely 
about the foundations' of a just 
and democratic peace, we must 
put our backs under the job of 
defeating the forces of evil. These 
forces are immensely stronger 
than most of us realize. Jesus, 
recognizing the devilish efficiency 
of the dark forces, said, "The 
children of this world are in their 
generation wiser than the chil- 
dren of light." At the moment, 
most of us in the United States 
are over -confident. We are not 
working hard enough. We do not 
realize that our very lives are at 
stake and that speed now may 
make the difference of millions of 
lives in this hemisphere. I my- 
self am confident of the final out- 
come because I know in the long 
run that that which is good will 
triumph over that which is evil. 
I know that democracy has a tre- 
mendous reserve of material and 
spiritual strength. We have the 
labor, capital, resources and 
brains to do the job. 

A generation ago the United 
States missed her first chance to 
serve the world in a big way be- 
cause of a naive belief in such 
catchwords as "isolation" and 
"normalcy." Our second chance 
is now with us. There are those 



who will wish to make the same 
mistakes again. There are none 
so blind as those who will not see. 
As for us, we are wide awake. We 
shall make this hemisphere safe 
for peace and prosperity. That Is 
why we shall strain every nerve 
right now to help England, 
Greece, Yugoslavia, China and 
all other victims of aggression. 

God grant that we may now 
have the wisdom to write Democ- 

Testament in a 
Duties, a Testament which in no 
way will deny the Old Testament 
with its Declaration of independ- 
ence, its. Constitution, its Bill of 
Rights and its Gettysburg speech. 
The New Testament of Democ- 
racy will fulfill, not deny the Old. 
But to fulfill, there must be a 
sense of interdependence as well 
as independence -a sence of duties 
as well as rights -a feeling of re- 
sponsibility commensurate with 
our power. 


