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Years ago I interviewed a Colonel Horowitz, now dead, who was a West Point
graduate and an army career officer. Eventually, our talk turned to anti-Semitism,
and he gave me, as he termed it, "the benefit of a simple but revealing statement"

made to him by a brother officer on the subject.

"This particular chap," the Colonel said, "was a member of one of America's

oldest families and the nearest thing to a rock-bound, home-grown aristocrat. We

were discussing the differences between the hooligan and intellectual kinds of
anti-Jewishness when he suddenly said:

"You know, I have a rather direct approach to Jews. I don't claim to be a

very educated man in the deep sense of the word, and what I have to say may strike
you as being the result of my upbringing and so on. But I believe that Jews are

one of the real aristocratic people of the world. You might say that they're

thoroughbreds or royalty. Not royalty in the sense of crowns and ermine, but
royalty in that they are the descendants of Abraham and Moses and royalty from
the viewpoint of what they've tried to do for civilization and have done for

civilization. Why, the Jews had culture and breeding and a philosophy of life

long before... well, you know what I mean."

A Practical Meaning

The Colonel, it seems, is not the only Jew who rediscovered his heritage or

had it pointed out to him. And, unlike his friend, there are Gentiles who do not

know about it or who fail to appreciate its full implications.

Today, especially, does our Jewish heritage take on a deep, practical meaning

beyond mere rhetorics. For the Jew it means a stalwart pride in his centuried con-
tributions to civilization and, by psychological consequence, a new and fiercer
resolve to combat native anti-Semitism-- the anti-Semitism, incidentally, which
Hitler's downfall will not automatically uproot or leave inspirationally homeless.
For the Gentile it means a concrete awareness of these contributions and a ready

instrument with which to counteract prejudice.

This is not theorizing. The American Jewish Committee, on the day before

Rosh Hashonah, presented a program, "Behold the Jew," over the coast-to-coast
network of the National Broadcasting Company which drew an emotionally deep-dyed

response from Jews and Christians throughout the country.
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Neither is it a new concept. It was long ago recognized that one of the ef-
fective ways of fighting the fire of anti-Semitism-- or, for that matter, any kind
of prejudice-- was to hose it with a torrent of knowledge, truth and accomplish-
ments in the fields of human endeavor. What makes the American Jewish Committee
Rash Hashonah broadcast so interesting to discuss is the qualitative and quantita-
tive response from men and women in 46 States and Canada. The response proved that
if this concept is carried out in good taste, with dramatic force and on a nation-
wide scale, there will be people who will answer the message with heart and mind
and people who will suddenly awaken, as if by the ringing of a telephone in the
dead of night, to what is going on around them. It proved that what many require
is something to help crystallize their thoughts and feelings.

An Unprecedented Response

The Committee's program-- a dramatization of the British prize-winning poem,
"Behold the Jew," by Ada Jackson, a non-Jewess-- told the story of how the Jew has
shared in building civilization and enriching the human spirit from the days of
David until the present. At the end of the program, as is customary, the Committee
announced that it would send a copy of the script to anyone who wrote in for it.

Thus far, more than 4,000 persons have requested one or more copies. This

does not include the many letters which have come in extolling the performance of
Florence Eldridge, Frederic March's wife, who was the narrator. It is an unprece-
dented response for a program of this type.

The letters came from professionals, housewives, businessmen, clergymen, edu-
cators, rabbis, stenographers, inter-faith workers, clerks, executives, army privates
and colonels. Many women wrote in-- a significant fact in view of the hypothesis
that women helped Hitler ride into power in Germany, and in this country lend their
vociferous support to subversive groups.

They did not merely ask for copies of the script of "Behold the Jew." They
seized the opportunity to comment on the program and its theme.

Some said it was an "emotional experience" for them, and many Gentiles wished
us a Happy New Year. Common adjectives used were "heart-warming," "magnificent,"
"sensitive," "inspiring," "enlightening," "stirring," "touching." Verbs included
"enj oyed," "cried," "shamed," "moved."

Offer Aid

Both Jews and Gentiles wished the Committee success in its work of combating
anti-Semitism, and many of them extended their offers of assistance with money,
affiliation or participation in the work.

A well-known temple in a large Midwestern city wanted copies of the script for
use in its youth activities program. Rabbis wanted it for sermons. Teachers in

Jewish Sunday Schools said it would provide "exciting" material for classroom study.
A great many Jews simply said they wanted to read it because they wished to re-
realize their heritage, once again enjoy pride in their ancestry and find new cour-
age to stand up against bigotry and "do something about it."
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The letters from Gentiles were phenomenal in content. A fairly typical letter
from a man in California said:

"I am not Jewish, but I, too, would be proud to be a Jew with that record and

history."

One girl in a large Northwestern city wrote a long and rather amazing letter
listing four reasons why she wanted a copy of the script. "First," she begins,

"because I have a younger brother who is now meeting people who tell him not to
have much to do with this or that playmate because he is Jewish. Secondly, I would
like it for a boy I met recently. He asked me to go out with him and I refused.
I suspect that he thinks it is because he is Jewish and I am not. The real reason,

however, is that I heard another girl ask him what descent he was and he mumbled
something about being French Canadian. At that moment I could not help but hate
him, for if he is ashamed of what he is, then he surely would be afraid of what he
believes, and what good is a man who will not stand up for what he believes?

"Thirdly," she goes on, "I would like it for my best friend who cannot con-.
ceive of anyone being of any other faith but her own and will not believe that
people of so opposite a faith can be good. Individually, the Jews are nice, she

admits, but as a race they have earned the ignominy which has been and is being
heaped on their heads.

"Fourth, I should like it for myself. I'd like to have it to reread whenever
I am tempted to say this or that person is lacking in intelligence or virtue be-
cause he believes differently than I do."

Like many Jews, a number of Gentiles asked for "Behold the Jew" in order to
use it for Sunday School studies or dramatics. These included Catholics, Protes-
tants, Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists, and persons of other denominations.

Some merely said they wished it for use in their "church work," without amplifying.
Leaders of women's clubs in small towns and large cities wanted it for discussion
groups, forums and lectures.


