
SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT
Some Theological Differences

Between Judaism and Christianity

• Roman Catholics and other Christians generally assume that because
Christianity is a monotheistic faith rooted in Judaism, Christians and Jews
believe in the same God. Many Christians fail to realize that Jews do not
comprehend God in Trinitarian terms.

• Christianity understands Son of God to be a unique designation referring to
Jesus' relationship to God the Father. Since biblical times, according to
Judaism, the term "Son of God" is a more general appellation of any righ-
teous man.

• In Judaism, the Messiah is a human person who acts as God's agent in
ushering in the Messianic Age at the end of time. The Messiah is neither
divine nor a co-equal with God, but rather the Messiah acts upon God's direc-
tives. In Christianity, Jesus is the Messiah and is both human and God.

• Christianity believes that the Messianic Age was inaugurated with God's
incarnation in Jesus, and that the world and humanity will be perfected when
Jesus returns in the Second Coming. In contrast, Judaism believes that the
Messianic Age has not yet arrived. For Judaism, when the Messiah comes
there will be universal peace, transformation of earthly life, the end of history,
and the advent of God's kingdom on earth.

• Although Judaism's teaching about God is integral to Christian self-defini-
tion, the Christian teaching about God (Trinity, Incarnation, Jesus) is not a
part of Jewish self-definition or self-understanding.

• Depictions of the God of Judaism as a wrathful deity in contrast to the
Christian God of mercy and love are false. Jewish teaching emphasizes a God
who is just, compassionate, and loving. The pernicious dichotomy between a
"Jewish God" of strict law and ire and the "Christian God" of boundless love
and compassion is wildly inaccurate and has frequently created a religious
justification over the centuries for anti-Jewish thinking and action among
many Christians.
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• Any dichotomy between Judaism as a religion solely of laws or works and
Christianity as uniquely a religion of faith and grace is incorrect. Judaism
views creation, covenant and forgiveness as acts of God's grace.
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