
GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND LESSON PLANS

Goals

The aim of this Curriculum Guide is to serve as the chief teaching resource
for the National Catholic/Jewish Educational Enrichment Program (C/JEEP).
That is, to enable students in selected Catholic and Jewish secondary schools
to grow in mutual knowledge, appreciation, and respect of each other's faiths,
and to confront and redress the painful history of the past in an effort to
eliminate any "teaching of contempt."

The Curriculum Guide provides both Catholic and Jewish educators with
basic knowledge about the "other's" faith and religious tradition along with an
extensive bibliography and a glossary of terms. Since C/JEEP is designed to be
an integral part of each school's total educational program, it is clearly
understood that any or all of the Curriculum's material can be incorporated
into a myriad of lesson plans. However, it is expected that the Curriculum's
major themes and issues will be presented in the classroom over the course of
an academic year.

Objectives

Included in this Curriculum Guide are some "Stumbling Blocks and Stepping-
Stones." It is recommended that the objectives of a specific lesson or series of
lessons be determined in light of these. They identify important components in
the relationship between Christianity and Judaism. The long and complex
story of this relationship needs to be presented with integrity, accuracy, and
good judgment.

As a new generation of Jews and Christians prepares to take leadership
in the world, it is critical they know about the difficult, complex, and often
tragic aspects of our shared past, as well as about those positive chapters that
enable us to move forward into the future with creativity and hope.

Each school and each teacher, fully aware of their unique context and of
the need, maturity, and readiness of their individual classes, will need to
determine when and how to emphasize certain "Stumbling Blocks" and when
and how to emphasize certain "Stepping-Stones."
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With younger students it will be important to work almost exclusively
with some of the "Stepping-Stones," while attention to the "Stumbling Blocks"
will be more important as the age and maturity of a class increases. In deter-
mining objectives for each lesson, teachers need to ask themselves: Why is it
important that this particular material be taught? What misunderstandings and
stereotypes need to be cleared up? What new knowledge and positive under-
standings need to be conveyed?

In all cases it is important that the Catholic educators involved in this
program be fully cognizant of both the "Stumbling Blocks" and the "Stepping-
Stones"—keeping in mind the astute observation of Fr. Edward Flannery in
his book, The Anguish of the Jews: "The pages Jews have memorized have
been torn from the histories of the Christian era."

In determining the objectives of their classes, it is important that teach-
ers find the appropriate ways to restore those missing pages to the books of
Catholic high school students, helping them learn with integrity and apprecia-
tion about the rich faith, history, and culture of Judaism.

Rabbi Michael Perelmuter of Los Angeles, a pioneer in C/JEEP, notes
the importance and value of understanding a culture other than one's own and
the awareness of every person's human dignity. He stresses the historical
dimension of the Jewishness of Jesus, the Jewish roots of Christianity, and the
first 2,000 years of early Jewish history that are shared by both Jews and
Catholics.

The rabbi also emphasizes the concern for minority rights that Jews
share with the various minority groups within the Church, and the possibility
of experiencing true acts of reconciliation and redemption when people from
different faith communities live and work together in mutual respect and
understanding.

Lesson Plans

This Curriculum Guide is designed to be used in different ways and in a
variety of settings. It is meant to be a basic resource for the priests and
Catholic educators who will teach in Jewish high schools, and the rabbis and
Jewish educators who will be teachers in Catholic high schools.

It also serves as a resource for all teachers in Catholic and Jewish high
schools by identifying possible topics and themes to be discussed when a rabbi
or priest is a guest teacher in their classrooms. This Curriculum Guide can
also be helpful when teachers plan their own lessons in preparation for or as
follow-up to the visits of guest teachers.

In the context of the Catholic/Jewish Educational Enrichment Program
this Curriculum Guide is designed to be used in schools throughout the
United States, with high school students at different age and grade levels. It is
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assumed that educators will develop their own lesson plans in conjunction with
this Curriculum Guide to meet the specific needs of their classes, contexts,
and teaching styles.

The Curriculum Guide also identifies important themes and topics that
may be not be covered by a guest educator but that can be developed as
needed. Each unit provides background information for the teachers and
identifies resources to help them prepare lesson plans on the various themes
and topics.
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