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A small AJC/PRI group visited Shanghai and Beijing, China from March 23 to March 29,
1992. The participants included AJC National President, Alfred Moses, Chair of AJC's National
Executive Council, Mimi Alperin, a member of AJC's Pacific Rim Institute Board, and a
specialist on Asian affairs, Stephen Lesser, and the Director of AJC's Pacific Rim Institute, Neil
Sandberg. The issues studied included:

1. Bilateral relations between the U.S. and China.

2. The recent normalization of ties between China and Israel and possibilities for improving
trade and other aspects of their new situation.

3. The current status of human rights issues.

4. The growing Chinese scholarship on Judaica and Israel, especially as it connects to
Americans and Israelis working in the same subject areas.

5. Current and future possibilities for economic and political reform in China.

The trip was under the auspices of the Chinese People's Association for Friendship With
Foreign Countries which is headed by Han Xu, former Ambassador to the U.S. He is a pioneer
in seeking to strengthen U.S./China relations, served at the U.N. and in the U.S.S.R., and is
widely respected in Chinese leadership circles. Nonetheless, he was deprived of his right to work
for three years during the Cultural Revolution. At the concluding banquet, Ambassador Han
reviewed his participation in the early years when he fought with Mao. He knew General George
Marshall who, he says, influenced him to become a diplomat. At the time Nixon opened up
China, and subsequently during a visit of President Gerald Ford, he was involved with them as
a protocol officer. On the question of human rights, his response was forthright and harsh,
stressing the importance of non-interference in their internal affairs. He commented on the poor
human rights record of the United States and the large numbers of homeless in our country,
saying in effect that we had no right to tell them what to do. Han acknowledged that AJC had
cancelled its planned visit in 1989 following Tianamen Square, but said that future AJC groups
would also be warmly welcomed in China. At the end of the meeting, he apologized for his
earlier, angry comments.

AJC's representatives in Washington had set up a briefing session with the U.S. State
Department before our departure in order to provide background for the trip as well as to set up
an appointment with U.S. Ambassador to China, J. Stapleton Roy. The Ambassador presented
a wide ranging and highly informative analysis of the current situation in China. He noted that
their economy is burgeoning and that they are the only Communist nation doing well
economically. The real question is their ability to produce the political changes that are needed
while opening up their economy. Mr. Roy said that China has never had a government
committed to democratic principles and human rights, nor is there any major sentiment to
eliminate the Communist Party. They see pressure for political reform coming from the outside,
especially the U.S., and prefer instead to stress economic reform which is more urgent and less
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threatening. The notion of democratic centralism which is supposed to guide the Communist
Party really doesn't work and the very top leaders (the octogenarians) see themselves as above
all of the mechanisms of the Party and the government. Indeed, this was the view of an
important Western journalist with whom we met who said that the Tianamen Square tragedy was
finally dealt with by this group who felt their power was in jeopardy. Another aspect of this
situation is that the growing and important managerial class tends to be part of the younger
generation and want the old-timers "off their back". There is a struggle for power and direction
in this society with senior leader Deng Xiaoping promoting the new wave of economic reform
including considerable decentralization of industry both in rural and urban areas. Premier Li
Peng represents the hard-line ideologues who oppose China's fledgling stock markets and other
capitalistic reforms. Li's views are now seen as leftist deviations, while the efforts of those
seeking political reform (including the students at Tianamen Square) are considered right wing.
For its part, the U.S. continues to press China to live up to an agreement to allow freed political
dissidents to leave the country. Only one dissident has left since Secretary Baker visited China
last Fall. Nonetheless, the Chinese officials with whom our group met, told us that the lists
presented to them by various human rights groups contained the names of individuals who are
not in prison, have left the country or can't be found. Moreover, they said this was an internal
matter, that those incarcerated were guilty of acts of violence or were revolutionaries. Indeed,
as the AJC group was leaving China, Li Fuzhi, China's highest ranking prosecutor, sharply
criticized the "small number of people who support bourgeois liberalization," and called for
tougher action against those whose "illegal activities" continue to subvert the power of the state.

Ambassador Roy added there was a need to move China toward engagement in the world,
especially to encourage the positive forces there that need to be cultivated. Efforts to press for
the collapse of communism may be intellectually attractive but are dangerous since they could
push China to become an international "spoiler", i.e., supporting dangerous elements in Asia and
the Middle East. He noted there are different traditions in China than in the West with human
rights seen more in terms of economic rights than civil liberties. The U.S. will continue to
encourage the release of political prisoners, free speech, freedom of religion and the press, but
there will have to be some distinction with those who burned properties and killed people in the
demonstrations. Conditions in prisons are abominable and there is some use of prison labor in
manufacturing; it is illegal to import products to the U.S. made by such labor. Ambassador Roy
said that China is trying to halt the practice but that the bureaucracy is a problem. He added that
the trade imbalance also creates some difficulty since their markets are less open than ours and
very protectionist.

On the question of proliferation, he said that at first there was no international framework for
limiting missiles sales. Consequently, the CSII sales by China to Saudi Arabia did not represent
any violation, although the sale of such missiles was felt to be threatening by Israel. There is
now a broader framework and agreement since China has signed the Missile Technology Control
Regime (MTCR), the 18-nation accord which seeks to restrict sales of missile technology. The
Ambassador said that China was not helping North Korea with this kind of technology and that
there are no Chinese missiles in Syria. However, an intelligence report following our departure
from China expressed concern that they are still attempting to sell some forms of missile
hardware in the Middle East, especially to Iran. Assistant Secretary of State Richard H. Solomon
has commented on this problem by saying that it is a process of "trying to turn the spigot off and
that is now happening." The MTCR agreement covers sales of missiles or technology for
missiles that can carry a payload of more than 500 kilograms for a distance of more than 300
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kilometers.

As for relations between China and Israel, Mr. Roy noted that China wanted to participate
in the Middle East peace process, especially since there have been significant changes in the Arab
world following the Gulf War. He observed that there is cooperation between Israel and China
on defense technology and that conditions may continue to improve following the normalization
of relations. He added that the present Israeli Ambassador, E. Zev Sufott, was head of their
scientific, technological office before he became Ambassador. Mr. Roy also commented on the
symposiums, exhibits, and exchanges of scholars in the Sino-Judaic area by suggesting that any
PRI involvement start small and be examined step-by-step.

Our meetings with Chinese officials in Beijing took place in various parts of the city including
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Beijing is a city of ancient walls, much of which have vanished,
except for segments of the Great Wall we visited in the outskirts of the city. There is also a large
urban center which is becoming more modernized, and it is interesting to see the thousands of
bicyclists moving along the broad boulevards alongside a growing number of automobiles.
Beijing also includes the Forbidden City, once the residence of Ming and Qing emperors, and
now a museum and public park. Today, high government officials, including members of the
State Council, live and work behind walls in the area immediately adjacent to it.

We met with officials of the China Institute of Contemporary International Relations who had
heard of our visit and expressed a desire to meet with us. They are one of the major think tanks
on foreign policy issues, and report to the State Council which is the chief administrative organ
of government, including the Premier, several Vice Premiers and the heads of various ministries
and commissions of the central government. Nearly all of the members of the State Council are
high ranking Party officials, and it is a powerful body that translates Party policy into state
decrees while supervising the entire apparatus of state administration. Xu Dan, Vice President
of the Institute, said that the Institute goes back to the mid-1960's when it was set up by Zhou
En Lai along with two other Institutes in order to help China look at the rest of the world. Its
early activities were stopped in the cultural revolution and were begun again in the 1980's when
the three Institutes were combined. It is one of the largest in China with some 400 researchers
including specialists on the U.S., Middle East, Japan, etc. They hold seminars in each other's
countries and senior people are sent abroad with support from groups like the Ford Foundation
as well as the Ministry of Education. The Institute has had a number of contacts with Jews
around the world including academicians in Israel. Indeed, the three with whom we met (Xu
Dan, Sun Kun, and Liu Qian) are going to Israel in July. Sun Kun was there last year and one
of their representatives now studying in the U.S., Zeng Qiang, was in touch with Dr. Sandberg
prior to our departure in order to encourage a meeting with his colleagues in Beijing. One of the
first things they told us is that they had been influential in studying and encouraging the
normalization of relations with Israel. Xu Dan said they are sending a number of young people
to Israel in order to study Hebrew. He noted that although Israel is small, it is prestigious and
unified. Moreover, Jews and Chinese share many characteristics and both are making important
contributions to the world. He added that it was remarkable Jews were still unified despite their
enormous suffering. Mr. Moses described the work of AJC and the goals of its Pacific Rim
Institute which seeks to promote better understanding between our nation and those in the region.
While he applauded their normalization of relations with Israel, he stressed the need to move
beyond technology to include cultural and political relations. He added that there are some
problems with respect to relations with the U.S. including human rights and the trade imbalance



and that China was at a disadvantage in the U.S. because of its Communist ideology, especially
in Congress. Still, he noted the legacy of friendship between the U.S. and China from earlier
times. Xu acknowledged the difficulties between our countries which were both ideological and
cultural. He said that the definition of human rights in China is different from that in the U.S.
since China stresses the right of survival and feels that economic development is critical. He felt
that after people become well off, their political rights would emerge. Moreover, the Chinese
people are not seeking to emulate the West at this time. China also stresses collective rights
which should not be sabotaged by those who seek to exercise their individual rights. Xu
observed that China has more than 30 provinces, many of which are different from one another,
and it would be very chaotic if they had to deal at the same time with economic and political
reform. Still, he felt that the Tianamen incident had not been correctly reported by the foreign
media and was exaggerated. China still holds to reform and seeks improved relations with the
outside world; this approach cannot and will not be changed, but it will develop according to
Chinese, not Western characteristics. The U.S. is seen by China as using high-pressure tactics
in seeking the isolation of countries which China does not think will be helpful. He added that
east-Asian culture is different and that each nation had to pursue its objectives in its own
particular way. For example, Japanese capitalism is different from that of the U.S. which is
more individualistic. In Japan, the individual benefits from a collective approach and it is
important to see how the two approaches can meet. Another difference was in the treatment of
Iraq following its invasion of Kuwait. China opposed the invasion but the U.S. response in the
use of military force was different. Mr. Moses commented further by noting that the Jewish
tradition places a high value on individual human beings with the individual exalted above
government. The U.S. tradition is also built on this concept and the state exists for the benefit
of the individual, not the government. Mrs. Alperin added that Jews are especially interested in
human rights because of our historical experience. She said that our security has always been
related to the protection of individual rights and to having the protection of institutions.
Mr. Moses noted that there continued to be problems with regard to prisoners in China and
persons being detained. He related this to the most-favored-nation (MFN) debate because in the
U.S. these issues are inextricably linked. Mr. Xu commented that there is little difference
between our countries with respect to freedom of religion and freedom for nationalities. He said
that China's Islamic populations benefitted from free expression as did its Buddhists, including
those in Tibet who earlier lived in repressive conditions under the Dalai Lama.

Mr. Moses moved the discussion by asking about China's role in the Middle East, and Mr.
Sun responded by saying that China's normalization of relations with Israel means they can play
a larger role in this area. He expressed the hope that the two parties to the Middle East dispute
can make progress and coexist peacefully. He added that China is seeking to further relations
with Israel, Iran and Turkey, as well as all countries in the area. Mr. Moses responded by noting
that Libya, Iran and Iraq support radical groups and that China's reported nuclear assistance to
Algeria does not enhance regional stability. At the conclusion of this spirited discussion, the
leaders of the Institute expressed the hope that AJC's Pacific Rim Institute would agree to become
a "partner" in future dialogues. They asked for our views on what this might entail and
Dr. Sandberg said that one model might be that now being employed by the PRI and its South
Korean interlocutors. This involves exchanges of representatives with each side at first presenting
issues of their own special concern. This could lead to further discussions in areas of mutual
interest as relations develop. Sandberg noted that the question of relationships would have to be
studied further by both sides but expressed the hope that conversations would continue in the
future.
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The two most important meetings of the visit were with the Vice Foreign Ministers of
American and Middle East Affairs. The first conversation was with Liu Huaqiu, Vice Foreign
Minister for American and Oceanian Affairs, who will probably be the next Chinese Ambassador
to the U.S. Following Mr. Moses opening statement, Mr. Liu noted the similarities between the
Chinese and Jewish peoples and the expanded cooperation with Israel. He went on to discuss
Sino-American relations as a central part of international cooperation, and commented that we
had many common interests including peace, stability and trade. Mr. Liu expressed appreciation
to those Jews who are seeking to improve U.S.-China relations and said that our visit was
important for Jewish as well as American concerns. Mr. Moses noted that our respective
countries appear to be in agreement on atomic, biological and chemical technology transfer, and
that the copyright issue seem to have been worked out. But he added that the human rights issue
had not been resolved and was a major problem in U.S.-China relations. Mr. Liu said that trade
was also an issue, especially in the area of arms sales where three principles applied: (1) they
are limited to defense; (2) they contribute to peace and stability; (3) there is no interference in
the internal affairs of other nations. He said that the volume of Chinese arms sales was small and
that China hopes someday all weapons will be destroyed. He acknowledged China's possession
of a small number of nuclear weapons which, he said, were for defense purposes only and added
that China would not be the first to use them. Mr. Liu said that China had reached an MTCR
agreement on proliferation of missiles, but added that proliferation does not come from China.
He felt it was the U.S. which was selling advanced weapons to Taiwan, a matter of serious
concern to China, that sooner or later Taiwan and China would reunify but that such sales would
be detrimental to this process. He noted that Jews in the U.S. were influential and could be
helpful in dealing with the problem. As for human rights, he said that both countries see this as
important and that both will abide by the International Covenant On Human Rights. Nonetheless,
there are differences in that China is primarily concerned with economic rights and improvement
of the standard of living. He made the point that the Tibetan people were previously oppressed
under the Dalai Lama so that talk of human rights there at this time was hypocritical. He went
on to say that it was essential to look at the cultural traditions and historical realities of other
countries and recognize that stability was critical to China. Mr. Liu also felt that the U.S. had
a double standard in international affairs with a willingness to help the new C.I.S. (former
U.S.S.R.) with far fewer people than China's 1.1 billion, but that we have said we couldn't
afford to help China. He added that he had discussed this matter with Dick Schifter of the U.S.
State Department and commented that Schifter's involvement in AJC's international relations
activities would be a great asset. Mr. Moses distinguished between selling arms to stable,
democratic countries like Israel as opposed to Libya, Iraq and other radical states in the Middle
East. As for human rights, he noted the large number of lawyers in government, especially the
Congress and the Judiciary, who support our system based on laws for protection of individual
rights. He offered the analogy of Israel criticized for whatever it did in the West Bank and Gaza,
as China is criticized in Tibet, because whatever they do is seen as wrong. He also noted Israel's
historic ties to the territories. Mr. Liu responded that Tibet has been part of China for a long
time and that the Israeli situation is different. He added that most of the weapons in the Gulf
came from the West, not from China. On the subject of MFN, he felt that it served the interests
of both countries because China sold quality products to the U.S. at a cheap price. Mr. Liu
concluded our discussion by saying he was pleased we were here to promote good relations
between our peoples and expressed his appreciation for the far-sighted approach of the Jewish
people.

The meeting with Vice Foreign Minister Yang Fuchang was especially interesting because
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he had been centrally involved in the normalization of relations with Israel. Although a lifetime
career diplomat in the Arab world, he has been able to shift gears in establishing a new approach
to Israel. He commented on his recent visit to Shanghai where large numbers of Jews lived
before and during World War II, and said that only China had opened its arms to Jews when they
were fleeing from Nazi persecution. Mr. Moses discussed the survival of Israel which is
threatened by Arab hostility, as well as the many other conflicts in the Middle East. He said that
peace should be negotiated by the parties concerned and not imposed from the outside, and added
that we distinguish arms sales for Israel's security from those to radical Arab states. He went
on to applaud the normalization of relations with Israel and expressed the hope there would be
growth in the cultural, trade and technology areas. Ambassador Yang responded that these
remarks had helped improve his understanding of how world Jewry felt about Israel. It is the
only Jewish country and he said he understood our concern about its security. He talked about
his conversations with Prime Minister Shamir and Foreign Minister Levy and said that three
issues needed to be addressed:

1. International opinion seeks the return of land won in the 1967 War and this issue must
be resolved even though the two parties have different approaches.

2. The rights of the Palestinian people are critical since they are dispersed just as the Jews
were in World War II.

3. Although he recognizes the Arabs have made harsh remarks about driving Jews into the
sea, China feels that Israel's security and sovereignty must be protected and this has been
its view for some time.

Ambassador Yang said that China supports the multilateral peace talks and is eagerly
participating in them. He added that war does not resolve issues and that peaceful negotiations
are essential. For example, the Camp David accords between Israel and Egypt have precluded
the possibility of war. He agreed there should be no imposition of an agreement by outsiders
especially since there has been some change in the Palestinian leadership. Patience is needed and
it is important to keep talking. As for Israel-China relations, these should be developed further.
Jews and Chinese come from ancient civilizations and there is much they can do together. Work
had started between the countries in the fields of science and technology even before
normalization. The Chinese Academy of Sciences has been helpful in this regard as has been the
establishment of a Chinese tourist office in Israel. He added that the new Israeli Ambassador
presented his credentials two days ago and that the Chinese Ambassador is en route to Israel (he
was formerly Ambassador to Yemen). Ambassador Yang noted that a group of Chinese artists
will be going to Israel in May, and although there was not presently much cooperation in trade,
this would improve. Moreover, the deep differences between China and Israel on the Middle
East peace process would not hamper the development of relationships. At the same time, China
has satisfactory ties with most Arab countries, and they feel their connections to both parties can
be useful in urging them to be more flexible in the negotiating process. He does not expect
progress in a very short time and said that even Secretary Baker doesn't expect it. He concluded
by expressing the hope that AJC would return to China frequently. Mr. Moses commented that
the continuation of weapon sales to the area could lead to war, that the question of legitimate
rights is interpreted differently, that Palestinians would need to accept the concept of limited
autonomy and that elections in Israel could lead to a new reality. He thanked Ambassador Yang
for his gracious welcome.
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There was an interesting meeting with Ambassador Zhang Wenpu, Vice President of the
Chinese People's Institute for Foreign Affairs. This is a "non-governmental" institution which
sponsors cultural and academic exchanges with foreign countries focusing on senior people such
as U.S. congressmen, diplomats and former heads of state. Zhang was former Ambassador to
Canada and is viewed as a specialist on international issues, along with his small staff of
researchers. They report to the Foreign Ministry of China as distinguished from The China
Institute of Contemporary International Relations mentioned above which reports to the State
Council. He noted that U.S.-China relations had been grounded in the past in a perceived threat
from the U.S.S.R. The U.S. is now the only superpower but there are new contradictions and
hidden ones are emerging as the world moves toward multi-polarization. China is a major factor
in Asia and is essential to its stabilization. The U.S. should not wield a baton as China develops
ties to South Korea, Cambodia, Malaysia, Singapore, India and other nations in the region. He
noted that China is focused primarily on developing its resources. It lags behind its Asian
neighbors in per capita income, has just emerged from dire poverty and is vigorously seeking to
modernize itself. Mr. Lesser asked how China could develop without also modernizing its
political structure whose processes of change are less predictable and not built on consensus.
Ambassador Zhang said that the Communist Party is not destabilizing affairs and its leadership
has implemented reform and change such as emancipating farmers and workers. He feels there
is consensus on economic reform but that it must be carried out cautiously to avoid chaos. Even
so, some might want political reform to move faster. He anticipates doubling of the GNP by the
year 2000, along with more personal freedom, and noted that there already is change in the
selection of jobs with talented people also going into business. Many of the 800 million farmers
want to move off the farm into the cities and education is the next arena on the national agenda.
In commenting on the reported renaissance of interest in Mao especially among young people,
he said they had grown up in the post-cultural revolution and appreciated what he had done for
the nation. Nonetheless, this is not a major thrust among the young in China.

The meeting with Israeli Ambassador Zev Sufott was very cordial and helpful. There is now
an official total of 30 to 35 million dollars annually in two-way trade between the countries, all
of it through third parties, but that trade has become direct since January and there is much that
is unreported. In discussing our meeting with the China Institute of Contemporary International
Relations, he felt this was a very important group because of its close ties to the State Council
and ability to bypass the Foreign Ministry. Israel's immediate goals are to improve trade, and
establish landing rights for El Al (charter flights will take place as of June 1). There will be a
lot of cultural exchange including musicians, academicians and students, and some 80 Chinese
businessmen are seeking to go to Israel with others on a waiting list. China's major national goal
is economic development and they need world peace and stability within. The consensus in China
is that Tianamen had to be done to maintain stability because the students humiliated the
government and the soldiers (largely peasants). Nonetheless, the situation could have been
handled better. Jews are very much admired, including Marx, Einstein and Freud. Until two
months ago media coverage of Israel was hostile, but that is changing. Still, there is great
admiration for Israel and its people. The Ambassador feels that China's abstention on U.N.
Resolution No. 3379 (Zionism-Racism) was equivalent to voting for it. The Chinese feel that
Jews are important because of possible aid to their economy, including business ties and
technological exchange, and because of the importance of Jews in U.S. affairs. There is some
ambivalence toward academicians in China, and they are not politically influential. However,
the Institute reporting to the State Council is not essentially academic, and deals directly with
government, policy making and centers of real power.
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A meeting was held with Lu Yonghua, senior economist of the State Commission for
Restructuring the Economic System. He noted that China's economy had been similar to that of
the U.S.S.R. and the European Socialists, but that some ingredients of the market economy had
been incorporated. He commented on the blockade of China in the 1950's and '60's by
"imperialists," and that the U.S.S.R. had withdrawn its experts in the 1960's. This had led to
a concentration of government control of the economy which was not useful any longer. Mr. Lu
said that even the U.S. economy had strong government influence and control believing that our
Department of Commerce guides decisions and that U.S. agricultural development and exports,
quotas on imports for developing countries and prohibitions on high-tech products to China also
indicated government management. China wants to absorb experience from the United States,
Japan and other developed nations. New economic powers are being created at local levels as,
for example in Guangdong Province, China's greatest success story in free-market Communism.
It has one of the fastest growing economies in the world, and recalls the early years of Hong
Kong, Singapore, South Korea and Taiwan. China now has a growing private and mixed
economy with some 21 million people in private business enterprises by 1991. As a
consequence, poverty has declined from 200 million to 40 million people at present, with poverty
defined as having less than 200 kilograms of grain per year or less than 200 yuan per year per
capita (the rate is currently 5.3 yuan per U.S. dollar). One hundred million farmers have left
agriculture and are working in local area commerce and business. This keeps them from moving
to urban areas and also stimulates a better quality of life. More decision-making power has been
given to managers with many moving from government to the private sector. State enterprises
where government control continues include utilities, transport, fuel, chemicals and other
important resources. There is also considerable collective ownership among regional groups with
the current breakdown as 55% state owned, 10% private and 35% collective. Total U.S.
investment in China is now 4.5 billion dollars and Japan's is even higher. He feels that if the
U.S. does not come here, Europe and the Japanese will. There are some joint ventures with U.S.
companies in local regions, including one with Bell, and new towns are emerging in formerly
agricultural areas where industries are being created. There is also a very high rate of
development in the coastal areas of China.

There was an interesting meeting with Ambassador Li Luye, Director-General of the China
Centre for International Studies, which focuses on international relations and security issues. He
also represents China in the Southeast Asia Economic Group and was former Ambassador to the
U.N. in New York and Geneva. Ambassador Li noted three important issues facing China today:

1. How to manage relations among the powers in the Asia-Pacific region, especially in light
of China's suspicion that America continues to desire dominance.

2. The dominance of economic matters at the global level with further protectionism a
danger to all.

3. China's need to maintain stability particularly in light of its concern about avoiding a
breakup similar to that of the U.S.S.R.

He feels that they will not be a threat to the U.S. especially since China is relieved of a
possible superpower confrontation with the collapse of the U.S.S.R. China needs U.S. and other
foreign investments and is emphasizing inner development. It is also seeking to improve
relationships with other countries. He noted that the farmers are now playing a major role in
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decision making, and that urban workers and intellectuals are less happy, because they earn less
pay as a consequence of recent reforms. Ambassador Li feels the changes in leadership are less
important than changes in policy, and acknowledged that the military continue to be an important
factor in China with their ongoing desire for modern equipment. He noted that the U.S. puts
more pressure on China than do other countries and that this is not helpful. Nonetheless, they
feel a great friendship with President Bush. He added that the U.S. and China had solved three
of the important issues facing them: (1) intellectual property; (2) arms proliferation; (3) trade
(although there are still some concerns here). As for human rights, there was no agreement, and
he urged flexibility and avoidance of pressure on China. Mr. Lesser commented that changes
in China seem to come in lurches and asked how they might effect change in a more orderly way.
Mr. Lesser also noted that pressure from the U.S. was less critical than pressures from the
Chinese people coming from within. The Ambassador finessed the question by saying the U.S.
also had to change.

At a dinner with a Western journalist, he commented that foreign correspondents live in an
international compound which helps the government keep an eye on their contacts. He felt that
we had met with many of the "good guys" but that there were also "bad guys" in the background
who could be very repressive. Still, his view was that China had moved from being a totalitarian
to an authoritarian society and analogized current China with Taiwan and South Korea. He
reinforced the view that China sees human rights in terms of food, shelter and survival issues,
rather than as a quest for political or civil rights.

There was a final Beijing meeting with Professor Zhao XiangRo of Beijing University, a
specialist in Turkish language and history. Professor Zhao joined us for breakfast with his wife
and daughter who speaks English. We discussed his Jewish heritage and the history of Jews in
China. He said that China never harmed the Jewish people from the first record of their presence
in 1163 A.D. The early settlers came from the Middle East and India, and they survived by
combining Confucian and Hebrew ideas. There are three Jewish stone tablets in Kaifeng, one
dating from the year 1489 and the establishment of the synagogue there. Jews introduced the
idea of one God and praying three times a day. There is a continuing historical record of the
Jewish experience in China, and at one time there were as many as 5,000 Jews in Kaifeng. He
is seeking to create an Institute to study Jewish history since Jews lived in many parts of China.
Professor Zhao will be at the Fairbanks Center at Harvard to deliver a paper next August. As
for his own Jewish background, he said that his name was given to his ancestors by the Emperor
in the Ming dynasty. He has written a history of his family in Chinese and in Hebrew and said
that his father was named David and was circumcised. His grandfather's name was Abraham.
His daughter, Ya Gie, is seeking to study in the U.S. and is hoping Rabbi Marvin Tokayer, who
was here recently, will facilitate her visit. At present, she is studying English at the People's
University in Beijing, but would like to continue her studies in the U.S. in history and education.
They are a charming family and we had a very enjoyable visit. We promised to send them a list
of resources from which Professor Zhao might generate support for his scholarly work in
Judaica, i.e, the Wolfson Center, HUC, etc.

The visit to Shanghai focused largely on meetings with scholars and researchers working in
areas of Judaic studies. The Shanghai Judaic Studies Association deals with: (1) the history of
the Jewish community in China; (2) China-Israeli relations in the Middle East; (3) history of the
Jewish people including anti-Semitism and the Holocaust. They have had previous contacts with
Jewish entities including Brandeis University, Rabbi Schneier's Appeal For Conscience, The
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Sino-Judaic Institute, Hebrew University's Harry Truman Institute, The Institute for Zionism at
Tel Aviv University, and the Jaffa Center For Strategic Studies. The Wiesenthal Center recently
held an exhibit in Shanghai on the Holocaust and the World Jewish Congress was sponsoring an
April symposium in Beijing. Professor Jin Ying Zhong, Chief of the Center of Israel Studies,
said that Shanghai was the first place to establish a Judaic Studies Association in China and that
he and Professor Pan Guang were co-founders. Shanghai is China's largest city, a center of trade
and industry with an estimated population of some 13 million people. It is also China's most
Westernized city and it became a haven for Jewish refugees from Europe before and during
World War II. When pogroms occurred in Eastern Europe and Russia, the Jewish community
grew steadily in Shanghai. Their numbers were greatly increased by he influx of tens of
thousands of Jews escaping Nazi Germany. Professor Pan Guang took us on a short tour of
Jewish sites in Shanghai, including the ghetto and the Sephardic Synagogue which is now an
educational center. Pan's interest in the Jews and Israel started early when he grew up in the
French Concession neighborhood in Shanghai with Jewish neighbors and was curious about their
way of life. Later he studied European and Middle Eastern history including a stay in the U.S.
on a Ford Foundation research grant. He noted there are thirty to forty post-graduate students
in China in Jewish and Israel studies and that hundreds are taking courses in related subjects.
Of course, more are interested in commercial and economic ties than in social history. This
phenomenon is also reflected in Israel where the Hebrew University's Chinese program has more
than 300 students. He noted the long and good history between the Chinese and Jewish people
and the need to tell the story of Jewish suffering. He believes that Jews have made great
contributions to the world and that this information should be shared with the Chinese people as
a basis for improved understanding and cooperation in the future. A number of their colleagues
are now important in public life having gone on to the Foreign Ministry and to areas of
international commerce. The normalization of relations with Israel opens the way for more
exchanges with Jews, along with projects such as preserving the Jewish history in Shanghai where
the Jews were confined to a ghetto by the Japanese during World War II. They would also like
to see the Sephardic Synagogue rebuilt as a museum and, perhaps, as a center for exchange
programs. They have had support for this project from the Mayor, Foreign Minister, and Hong
Kong leaders, and need to decide which Jewish organization will be the lead group in this
process. This is important because 1993 will mark the 50th anniversary of the establishment of
the Shanghai ghetto. There was a lengthy explanation by the AJC delegation of the historic,
demographic, economic, political and sociological composition of the American Jewish
community, as well as how the community is organized and functions as an effective American
interest group. Mrs. Alperin commented on AJC's work in the U.S., especially in coalition
building on subjects such as immigration that impact Chinese Americans and others who seek to
escape political persecution. In response to a question, she noted that our organizational
processes are voluntary in that people choose the organizations, not the other way. Mrs. Alperin
asked Zhang Keijian why he had studied international law in the Middle East, and he responded
that his interest had been cultivated when Scuds landed in Israel causing him concern. As a
child, he was pro-Arab but has since come to realize other aspects of the Arab-Israeli conflict.
Finally, he wondered why the very small nation of Israel kept winning wars with its hostile Arab
neighbors.

There was a meeting with Hu Gang, President of the Chinese Institute for Peace and
Development Studies, and a number of his colleagues. He had earlier met David Harris in New
York and was interested in continuing discussions about possible collaboration with AJC's Pacific
Rim Institute. He noted that only 10% of their budget came from the Foreign Ministry and that
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the rest came from companies and philanthropic foundations. They are seeking to have more
independence from government which would be enhanced by cooperation with the AJC. For
example, they hope to conduct an international symposium on peace in the Middle East and
would like AJC as a partner. The discussion continued with an assessment of their various
programs including a memorial on the Jews of Shanghai who contributed greatly to its
development despite their suffering. Mrs. Alperin described AJC's programs, methodologies,
research orientation and publications. She noted particularly our Oral History program which
includes a segment on the Jews of Shanghai. Dr. Sandberg indicated that we are not a granting
foundation but do, from time to time, make small contributions to worthy projects. He also
described AJC's various institutes and how they function. Professor Hu said they would send
us literature and a proposal on a possible joint effort.

A concluding dinner was held with former Shanghai Vice Mayor Li Chu Wen who is
currently a Senior Adviser to the Shanghai government and formally represented China in Hong
Kong. There was an interesting exchange of views covering many of the topics that had been
discussed earlier in the trip, and the evening ended with a cordial exchange of toasts.

A number of important questions can be raised in connection with this exploratory visit to
China by AJC and its Pacific Rim Institute:

1. Relations between the U.S. and China are in some disarray with Chinese leaders
complaining of threatened sanctions, our support for the Dalai Lama, the discouraging
of lending to China by international financial institutions, the continuation of "meddling"
in their internal affairs and the fear that America is still seeking to use its influence to
undermine China's Communist regime. There is a concern that the U.S. no longer needs
China to counterbalance the Soviet Union and is, therefore, strategically less important.
They are also worried about the elimination of MFN which is seen as essential to Chinese
economic development. At the same time, they continue to declare they won't be bullied
by the West, intend to play a strong and independent international role and will not yield
to U.S. pressure on human rights. The recent refusal to grant visas to U.S. Senators
David Boren and Claiborne Pell, and the public dismissal of Japanese Prime Minister
Miyazawa's complaint about human rights abuses, are the latest examples of China's
rejection of alleged meddling in its internal affairs.

2. China is playing an increasingly important role in international relations, especially in the
Asian-Pacific region. U.S. policy has to address the ties between China and other nations
in the area because the U.S. no longer has a dominant presence in East Asia. Trade with
China is growing among the nations in the region including Japan, Taiwan, South Korea
and others. While the U.S. can hope to influence China's policy in regard to Asia, there
is little hope that it can be controlled. Moreover, China's growing involvement in areas
such as the Middle East, as well as its importance to discussions of weapons
proliferation, control of nuclear energy resources, global warming, environmental
protection, prevention of narcotics trafficking and control of communicable diseases,
makes ongoing discussions inevitable and essential.

3. China is undergoing a long-term period of political uncertainty and its stability as a nation
has to be taken into consideration. The likely power struggle that will ensue following
the passing of its elderly leadership may set it politically adrift for a period of time. In



-12-

addition, its population continues to grow by 12 to 15 million people a year and it is
likely to move from its current 1.1 billion to some 1.3 billion persons by the year 2000.
This will place further strains on the hoped-for orderly evolution of China's internal
economic reforms, especially its ability to feed more than one-fourth of the world's
population. This is also impacted by the emergence of new classes within China, as well
as changes in relationships between the central government and the regions which have
gained considerable autonomy while the central state seems to be somewhat weaker.

4. The emergence of Jewish studies programs in China and the normalization of relations
with Israel open up new opportunities for networking, scholarly exchanges and personal
interactions. China's belief that Jews are very important in U.S. and world affairs
motivates them to seek better relationships with American Jewish groups and with Israel.

5. There is also the hope expressed by U.S. Ambassador Roy that it is important for us to
engage China in constructive dialogue while continuing to offer criticisms on such critical
issues as human rights. This will be especially important in 1997 when China takes full
control of Hong Kong and, as expected, a plethora of human rights issues will emerge.
Another example is the law under consideration by the National People's Congress which
seeks to protect women's rights by overcoming traditional discrimination as well as the
ongoing practice of abducting or selling women in poverty-stricken areas. And religious
believers in some areas are still banned from going to church while some religious
properties remain under state control. All of these matters are worthy of further
discussion.

9/03/92(cpa)


