
"Japanese government officials said the American
Jewish Committee scored diplomatic points here
when its leaders recently criticized 'Japan bashers'
in the United States, accusing them of stereotyping.'

Washington Post, August 7, 1991

T
I he AJC's Pacific Rim Institute
I — the only Jewish-sponsored

• ^ M ^ B program that seeks to improve
understanding between Jews and the
nations of East Asia — has recently com-
pleted a series of important consulta-
tions with high-level officials in Japan,
and will soon send a delegation to Korea
for a scholarly symposium.

AJC president Alfred H. Moses and
Pacific Rim director Dr. Neil Sandberg
led a seven-person AJC group that spent
a week in Japan this past summer seek-
ing to develop Japanese-Jewish relations
and to sensitize Japan to issues of Jewish
concern. The delegation met with lead-
ing figures in Japanese government,
business, academia, and the media. Con-
ducted under the auspices of the Japan
Center for International Exchange and
with the cooperation of the Japanese For-
eign Ministry, this was the second such
official AJC delegation, and the seventh
AJC visit to Japan, in the last two years.

AJC Activities on the Pacific Rim

im Institute delegation and
osts. From I. to c, Stephen

Lesser, Dr. Neil Sandberg, Eleanor Lazarus,
Alfred Moses, Michio Watanabe (member of

Japan's House of Representatives), Bernard
Abrams, Stanford Adelstein, David Rousso,
Tadashi Yamamoto (president of the Japan
Center for International Exchange), and an

aide to Mr. Watanabe.

The meetings focused on Japan's rela-
tions with Israel, with considerable at-
tention given to the attitude of Japanese
businesses toward the Arab economic
boycott of Israel. Mr. Moses reported
that the talks went well, noting that "de-
spite pressures of the Arab boycott,
Japanese firms are expressing a new will-
ingness to trade with Israel. Major trad-
ing companies are sending their people
to Israel to seek new markets as well as to
improve Japan's image in the U.S., where
there has been widespread criticism of
Japanese cooperation with the boycott."
Yet Mr. Moses felt that more could be
done: "The Japanese government has yet
to assert its full influence toward com-
bating the Arab boycott," he said, and
this might hamper Japan's efforts to par-
ticipate more actively in the Middle East
peace process.

Mr. Moses also pointed out that Japan's
limited role in the Gulf War had disap-
pointed and somewhat alienated Saudi

Arabia and Ku-
wait. He ex-
plained: "Arab
markets are
now less attrac-
tive to Japanese
business, and

I the Japanese
government

I has consciously
looked to other
countries in the
area, including
Israel, for eco-

nomic opportunities and expanded cul-
tural and diplomatic ties."

During the meetings, the AJC learned
that talks would soon take place between
Japan and Israel about a possible Export-
Import Bank loan to help finance devel-
opment in Israel, and the granting of

landing rights in Japan to El Al. Also, a
Japanese commercial attache will now be
stationed in Tel Aviv.

A special highlight of the visit was a
seminar at which the AJC members pre-
sented the views of American Jews on
key issues to 80 influential Japanese lead-
ers. They explained how the Jewish his-
torical experience helped shape American
Jews' attachment to Israel and their con-
cern for strong Jewish identity and gen-
erational continuity.

Kon-kuk University in Seoul, South
Korea, will be the site for the Second
International Symposium on Ethnic and
National Problems, cosponsored by the
AJC and the university. It will take place
October 17-20. The theme for this year's
symposium will be "Studies on Similari-
ties and Cooperation Between Koreans
and Jews." Korean, Israeli, and Ameri-
can scholars — including the AJC's Dr.
Sandberg —will deliver papers. The first
symposium was held in Los Angeles this
past January.

While in Korea, the AJC also plans to
meet with government and business lead-
ers to discuss current issues in Jewish-
Korean relations, and to spend time with
the small Jewish community of Seoul.
Anyone wishing to participate should
contact Dr. Neil Sandberg at the Pacific
Rim Institute, 6505 Wilshire Boulevard,
Suite 315, Los Angeles, CA 90048. •
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