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DATE: January 30, 1991

TO: David Harris

FROM: Neil Sandberg

CC: Bruce Ramer

SUBJECT: Jewish-Korean Symposium

We had an enormously successful symposium in Los Angeles on
January 29 in which some 150 Jews and Koreans participated. The
programs were co-sponsored by our Pacific Rim Institute and the
L.A. Chapter, along with Kon-Kuk University, the Asian Institute
for Public Policy and the Korea Society. In addition to our work
in South Korea, this involved a comprehensive community
organization effort with Koreans in L.A. who have had very
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limited exposure to intergroup relations.

In our advance planning, we determined that these discussions
could serve a number of purposes:

1. Involve the local Korean and Jewish communities in a
dialogue that touched on issues of mutual concern.

2. Interpret some of the concerns of each community at the
international level i.e. The meaning of Israel to
American Jews (the Arab boycott, reopening Israel's
Embassy in Seoul); unification of the Koreas.

3. Initiate a process that would form a basis for ongoing
communication and programming with our new Korean
partners, as well as with the Korean American community
in L.A.

4. Activate AJC lay people from the L.A. chapter and the
Pacific Rim Institute.

I believe we reached all of our objectives, and the feeling among
our leadership is extremely positive about what we might do
together in the future. Indeed, the Koreans and Korean Americans
have already met and are planning how they might become more
closely identified with us in future programs. For example, one
very important Korean American business leader said they wanted
to become more involved in planning and financing another program
in Los Angeles a year from now. In addition, Kon-Kuk University
and the Asian Institute for Policy Planning in Korea have invited
AJC to send a delegation to Korea in the Fall of 1991 or the
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Spring of 1992.

The Korea visit would involve the following: Presentation of
papers by an American Jewish and an Israeli scholar, along with
presentations by Korean academicians. The subject we have in
mind is: The Question of Identity—What is a Jew? What is a
Korean?

It was most interesting during the discussion to learn that
Koreans had serious concerns about defining their own identity.
One of the speakers maintained that Korean Christianity was the
central emerging form of personal self expression and
fulfillment. A thoughtful young Korean American challenged this
view by identifying himself as a Buddhist and as one who had
serious difficulty in defining himself. Others in the Korean
group joined in with comments about shamanism and other aspects
of Korean cultural identity. The Jews in the audience looked at
each other with wonderment and delight because it sounded very
much like the kind of discussion we have from time to time.

When the AJC delegation visits Korea, we have in mind a three day
experience including:

1. Sight-seeing and cultural involvement.
2. A one-day symposium.
3. Meetings with high government officials, academicians,

the media, business, community and cultural leaders.

All but those who give papers will be expected to pay their own
fare and hotel, but the Koreans will host three lunches or
dinners, local touring and travel and a reception. Of course, we
would tie this in with a visit to the U.S. Ambassador and his
staff. We might also continue to Japan for several days of
activity.

As for language concerns, Kon-Kuk University has the capability
of simultaneous translations with earphones so that all of the
participants would be directly involved in the discussions. The
University has also just established a Jewish and Hebrew studies
program which, I am told, was immediately over-subscribed in its

• student enrollment. I was pleased that during my visit to Korea
last May, Kon-Kuk officials asked me to join with them and high
level leaders in the Korean government to seek approval for the
creation of this program. We lobbied together to indicate the
importance of such an educational activity, because government
has to give approval for any new curriculum.

As a consequence, Kon-Kuk is now seeking a resident scholar,
hopefully an Israeli, who will not only teach, but also help with
the formation of an Institute of Jewish Studies. We will be
working closely with them.

All in all, the outcome of our process leading up to the
symposium, the symposium itself and the follow-up plans augur
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well for the future. The Israeli Consul General, Ran Ronen, the
Deputy Consul General, Tsuriel Raphael, and others felt it was a
great success for Israel. Their Minister Counsellor in Korea was
anxious to get as much publicity as possible in the Korean print
and electronic media and we succeeded in doing that along with
coverage by the L.A. Times and Jewish Journal (note attachments
including some of the stories, as well as a copy of the program).
The message of American and American Jewish support for Israel
came through in a very profound way.

on a social level, Ann and Bruce Ramer gave a dinner the previous
evening for the Consuls General and speakers which added a
personal dimension that was important. I also arranged for the
Korean Consul General and one of our speakers, Dr. Min Kwan Shik
(former speaker of the National Assembly), to play golf with two
of our key people at Hillcrest country Club. They loved it.

Regards.


