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Why a Pacific Rim Institute?
An historic international transformation is

taking place as Japanese business, banking, and
government institutions increasingly shape the
economic destiny of the world. While this shift
has major implications for all Americans, Jews
—and the American Jewish Committee—have
particular reasons for following trends in Japan
closely.

For one thing, there is evidence of mutual
misunderstanding and prejudice arising from
lack of communication. A number of opinion
polls indicate that Americans are largely igno-
rant about the people of Japan. Stereotypes
originating in the media project a mysterious
and confusing image of Japan. Similarly, there
are Japanese who hold negative views about
Americans, especially minority groups such as
African Americans and Hispanics.

There are also new and disturbing signs of
anti-Jewish sentiment in books published in
Japan. Surprisingly, given the infinitesimal Jew-
ish population in the country, some writers
claim that Jews are a powerful and dangerous
group conspiring to dominate the world.

The United States is moving from a largely
European to a multiracial society. Asian/Pa-
cific countries are the greatest source of immi-
gration to the U.S. today, and the number of
Asian Americans — which already exceeds the
number of American Jews — is expected to
double in a decade. These changes challenge
long-held ideas about America's cultural iden-
tity, as well as its traditional economic and
political ties to Europe.

The number of Japanese nationals who live
and work in the United States is growing rap-
idly. As they come into contact with Americans
on the job and in the community, differing
cultural perspectives sometimes create prob-
lems. Americans may manifest prejudiced atti-
tudes regarding Japanese. Conversely, the per-



spective of Japanese, both in the U.S. and Japan,
may lead to anti-American feelings.

All of these concerns present a challenge and
an opportunity to the American Jewish Com-
mittee (AJC), America's pioneer human-rela-
tions organization, whose mission has tradi-
tionally been the enhancement of cultural aware-
ness and the strengthening of intergroup rela-
tions in the U.S. and abroad.

How the Institute Functions
To improve understanding between the U.S.

and Japan, the American Jewish Committee has
created a Pacific Rim Institute which is housed
in its Los Angeles headquarters. Directly linked
to the AJC's centers of operation in New York
and Washington, the Institute has access to the
Committee's national research, publication, and
program facilities. Through the AJC's regional
offices in 30 American cities and its member-
ship base of 50,000 leading American Jews in-
volved in government, industry, and finance,
the Institute is developing special programs
that will help the American and Japanese people
learn more about each other's history, culture,
and traditions. By broadening cultural perspec-
tives on both sides, these programs will
strengthen the bilateral ties so essential to the
two nations.

Dr. Neil Sandberg, former head of AJC's
western region, is the Institute's professional
director. He works closely with David A. Har-
ris, the AJC's executive vice president, and the
200-person staff that carries out AJC's multi-
faceted activities in the United States and
around the world.

An Advisory Board helps plan and guide the
Institute's programs. Board members are
founders and supporters of the Institute, as well
as other authoritative figures in Pacific Rim and
Asian American affairs. Bruce M. Ramer serves
as chairman and Sanford M. Sigoloff as cochair.



The board meets three times a year to chart
the course of the Institute and to recommend
policy to AJC's International Relations Com-
mission. Ad hoc committees are convened
whenever necessary to advise on specific Insti-
tute programs.

The Program
The Institute seeks to identify the primary

issues troubling Jews and others about cultural,
economic, and political trends in Eastern Asia,
while also addressing the concerns of the coun-
tries in that region and those of Asian Ameri-
cans. Because of Japan's unique leadership po-
sition in Asian and world affairs, the Institute
devotes special attention to that society, com-
missioning research, producing articles, and
holding dialogues and consultations both in
Japan and the United States.

In this country, the Institute builds bridges
between the Jewish and Japanese American
communities. These two groups share in com-
mon a strong commitment to family, education,
and hard work, as well as similar historical
experiences with prejudice, discrimination,
upward mobility, and assimilation. The Pacific
Rim Institute maintains close contact and par-
ticipates in joint programs with the Japan
America Society and the Japanese American
Citizens League.

What the Institute is Doing
Fighting Anti-Semitism, Racism, & Japan Bashing

• Combats stereotypical and unfair character-
izations of the Japanese people that are dis-
seminated in the American media.

• Meets with officials of Japan's Foreign Min-
istry and the Japan Book Publishers Asso-
ciation to make them aware of the offen-
siveness of anti-Semitic and racist publica-
tions and sensitize them to the importance



of respect for different cultures. Cooper-
ates with the Japanese government to help
educate the people of Japan about Ameri-
can minority groups.

• Supports the Japan Dictionary Publishers
Association's program to publish new edi-
tions of Japanese-English dictionaries that
replace negative references to Jews, Afri-
can Americans, and other groups with more
accurate and sensitive definitions.

Networking

• Works with the Japan Center for Interna-
tional Exchange in arranging high-level dia-
logues with influential Japanese leaders in
government, business, academia, and the
media.

• Initiates discussions with Japanese busi-
ness, government, and media officials who
are living temporarily in the U.S. on cul-
tural pluralism, anti-Semitism, and Japan's
image in the U.S.

• Organizes cultural programs between the
students of Jewish and Japanese day
schools.

• Develops educational programs with Japa-
nese Americans and other minority groups
on such issues as hate crimes and cultural
awareness.

Media Activities

• Prepares articles and background papers
on Jewish and intergroup subjects for the
New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Japan
Times, U.S.-Japan Business News, Asian
Weekly, Pacific Citizen, and many other print
media.

• Helps plan news broadcasts and special
features that appear on Japanese T.V. —
including the country's public television



network, NHK — on the Holocaust, cul-
tural exchanges, and the acculturation of
minorities in the U.S.

Public Education

• Holds consultations with scholars, gov-
ernment officials, business leaders, and
other knowledgeable individuals about
such topics as racism and anti-Semitism in
Japan, and how to enhance understanding
between American racial and ethnic mi-
norities and the people of Japan.

• Carries on discussions with the Japanese
Ministry of Education about how the
schools treat minority-related subjects,
such as racism, Jewish history, and the
Holocaust.

• Prepares articles and films to help educate
the Japanese and other Pacific Rim peoples
on the ethnic, racial, and religious diver-
sity of American society.

• Examines the ways American schools and
media deal with Asian culture and his-
tory, with the aim of identifying and re-
ducing the racial stereotyping of Asians
and Asian Americans.

Outlook
The Pacific Rim Institute of the American

Jewish Committee seeks to enhance under-
standing and strengthen ties between the
American people, on the one hand, and the
Japanese and other Pacific Rim peoples, on the
other. Toward this end, it carries on the multi-
faceted programs of education and private
diplomacy described above.

In the short time since its founding in No-
vember 1989, the Institute has already had an
impact, helping the participants in its activities
develop a greater openness of mind and en-



abling them to benefit from the constructive
interchange of opinions.

To be sure, the issues that concern Jews,
Japanese, and other Asians are exceedingly
complex. Yet we cannot afford to stand idly by
and wait for things to happen. The Institute
will continue to bring together the best minds
on all sides to educate each other about our
concerns, to appreciate the values and assump-
tions that underlie each other's thinking and
behavior, and to recognize and value the dis-
tinctive contributions each group can make.
Without such efforts, we will maintain unreal-
istic expectations of one another, and small
misunderstandings today may eventually grow
into differences too vast to overcome.

The Pacific Rim Institute looks to the future
with confidence but without illusions. It will
continue to adapt and refine the intergroup
relations techniques that the American Jewish
Committee has cultivated over the years, even
as it remains alert to new problems and oppor-
tunities. The Institute is determined to do ev-
erything in its power to enhance relations be-
tween the American and Japanese peoples.
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