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Why a Pacific Rim Institute?
A historic international transformation is now tak-

ing place: Pacific Rim nations are increasingly shaping
the economic destiny of the world. While this shift has
serious implications for all Americans, Jews — and the
American Jewish Committee — have specific reasons
for following trends in the Pacific Rim closely.

Negative stereotypes of Jews and Judaism, along
with a lack of understanding of Israel, have emerged in
Japan, China, and Korea, where it has become common
to view Jews as a powerful group conspiring to domi-
nate the world.

The recent proliferation of popular anti-Semitic
books in Japan brought this issue into sharp focus.
Books like // You Understand the Jew, You Will Under-
stand the World, and // You Understand the jew, You Will
Understand japan have sold more than one million cop-
ies. Such best sellers allege a Jewish plot to control the
world economy, manipulate international food sup-
plies, and initiate World War III, all in order to hasten
the coming of the Messiah.

The economic and political interests of Israel have
not fared well in the Pacific Rim. Many businesses there
adhere to the Arab boycott of Israel, frustrating Israeli
efforts to cultivate friends through trade and technical
assistance. While a number of Pacific Rim nations main-
tain friendly diplomatic relations with Israel, their ac-
quiescence in the boycott damages the Israeli economy
and provides implicit backing for the Arab campaign to
delegitimize the Jewish state.

The United States is moving from a largely Euro-
pean to a multiracial society. Asian/Pacific countries
are the greatest source of immigration to the U.S. today,
and the number of Asian Americans — which already
exceeds the number of American Jews — is expected to
double in a decade. These changes challenge long-held
ideas about America's cultural identity, as well as its
traditional economic and political ties to Europe. And
they present a special opportunity for the American
Jewish Committee, whose mission has traditionally
been the enhancement of intergroup relations, the en-
couragement of ethnic diversity within the context of a
common American value system.



How the Institute Functions
The Institute, which is housed in the American

Jewish Committee's Los Angeles headquarters, is
directly linked to the AJC's centers of operation in New
York and Washington. It has access to the Committee's
national research, publication, and program facilities,
its regional offices in 30 cities across the U.S., and its
membership base of 50,000 leading American Jews.

Dr. Neil C. Sandberg, who formerly headed AJC's
western region, is the Institute's professional director.
He works closely with David A. Harris, AJC's executive
vice president, and a staff of 200 persons who carry out
AJC's multifaceted activities in the U.S. and abroad.

An Advisory Board helps plan and guide the
Institute's programs. Board members are founders and
supporters of the Institute, as well as other authoritative
figures in Pacific Rim and Asian American affairs.
Bruce M. Ramer serves as chairman of the board and
Sanford M. Sigoloff is the cochair.

The board meets three times a year to chart the
course of the Institute and to recommend policy to
AJC's International Relations Commission. Ad hoc com-
mittees are convened as necessary to advise on specific
Institute programs.



The Program
From its beginning, the Institute has sought to iden-

tify some of the primary issues troubling Jews and
others about trends in the Pacific Rim, while also ad-
dressing the concerns of the nations in that area and
those of Asian Americans. During its first year of
operation, the Institute commissioned research, pro-
duced publications, and held dialogues and consulta-
tions in Japan, South Korea, and the U.S. An invitation
from the People's Republic of China to engage in discus-
sions with its government officials and academics was
put on hold by the AJC following the tragic events at
Tiananmen Square.

Here in the United States, the Institute build s bridges
between the Jewish and Asian American communities.
The two groups share in common a strong commitment
to family, education, and hard work, as well as similar
historical experiences with prejudice, discrimination,
upward mobility, and assimilation. The Pacific Rim
Institute maintains close contact with the Japanese
American Citizens League, the Organization of Chinese
Americans, the Indochina Resource Action Center, and
other Asian American coalitions, as well as with the
Japan America Society and the Korea Society.



What the Institute is Doing in the U.S.
and the Pacific Rim
Networking

• Cooperates with the small Jewish commu-
nity in Japan and enlists the support of
American academics and businesspeople
working with Japan.

• Collaborates with the Japan Center for Inter-
national Exchange to arrange high level
dialogues with influential leaders in govern-
ment, business, academia, and the media.

• Initiates discussions with Japanese business
leaders who are living temporarily in the
U.S. on the American Jewish experience,
American cultural pluralism, and U.S.-
Japan relations.

• Meets with South Korean officials to review
issues of Jewish concern, as well as those
that affect Korean-American relations.

• Develops coalitions and action programs
with Asian American groups on such issues
as hate crimes, cultural awareness, and equal
opportunity.

Media Activity

• Prepares articles and background papers on
Jewish and intergroup subjects for the New
York Times, Los Angeles Times, Japan Times,
U.S.-Japan Business News, Asian Weekly, Pa-
cific Citizen, Korea Times, and other print
media.

• Helps plan news broadcasts and special fea-
tures for NHK — Japan's Public Television
Network—and Korea Broadcast Enterprises
on the plight of Soviet Jews, the Holocaust,
cultural exchanges between Jewish and Japa-
nese students, and the acculturation of Jews
and other minorities in the U.S.



Public Education

• Holds consultations with scholars, govern-
ment officials, business leaders, and other
knowledgeable individuals about anti-
Semitism in Japan, the Arab boycott of Israel,
and enhancing understanding between Jews
and the people of Pacific Rim nations.

• Cosponsors — together with the Asian In-
stitute for Public Policy and Kon-Kuk Uni-
versity in Seoul—symposia on such subjects
as the meaning of Israel to American Jews,
and the Jewish and Korean Diasporas.

• Discusses with the Ministries of Education
in Japan and Korea how their schools
treat Jewish history, the Holocaust, Israel,
and the Jewish religion.

• Examines the ways American schools deal
with Asian culture and history so as to iden-
tify and reduce racial stereotyping of Asians
and Asian Americans.

• Helps Pacific Rim scholars expand library
resources in Jewish studies and encourages
the teaching of Jewish history, modern He-
brew literature, and related subjects. The
Institute has assisted in the creation of a
Jewish studies program at Kon-Kuk Univer-
sity in South Korea.

Combating Anti-Semitism and Racism

• Meets with officials of Japan's Foreign
Ministry and of the Japan Book Publishers
Association to make them aware of the
offensiveness of anti-Semitic and racist
publications and sensitize them to the
importance of respect for different cul-
tures. The Japanese government has asked
the Institute to help educate the people of
Japan about American minority groups.



Supports the Japan Dictionary Publishers
Association's program to publish new edi-
tions of Japanese-English dictionaries that
replace negative references to Jews, Afri-
can Americans, and other groups with
more accurate and sensitive definitions.

Israel and the Arab Boycott

• Works to promote greater understanding
of Israel's policies and concerns among the
people of the Pacific Rim.

• Seeks to convince Japanese and Korean of-
ficials to eliminate artificial barriers to free
and open trade with Israel.

• Supports Israel's efforts to foster techno-
logical exchanges with Pacific Rim nations.

• Encourages the government of South Ko-
rea to permit Israel to reopen its embassy
in Seoul.



Outlook
The Pacific Rim Institute of the American Jewish

Committee seeks to enhance understanding and
strengthen ties between Jews and Asian / Pacific peoples.
Toward this end, it carries on the multifaceted program
of private diplomacy described above.

In the short time since its founding, the Institute has
already had an impact, helping the participants in its
activities develop a greater openness of mind and
making them more ready to seize opportunities for
constructive interchange.

To be sure, the issues of mutual concern to Jews and
Pacific Rim Asians are exceedingly complex, so that
definitive answers may well elude the Institute or be
determined by events beyond its control. Yet we cannot
afford to stand idly by and wait for things to happen.
The Institute will continue to bring together the best
minds on both sides to enhance understanding of each
other's needs and concerns, to grasp the values and
assumptions that underlie each other's thinking and
behavior, and to recognize and value the distinctive
contributions each group can make to the world. With-
out such efforts, Jews and Asians will maintain unreal-
istic expectations of one another, and small misunder-
standings today may eventually grow into differences
too vast to overcome.

The Pacific Rim Institute looks to the future with
confidence, but without illusions. It will continue to
adapt and refine the intergroup relations techniques
that the American Jewish Committee has cultivated
over the years, even as it remains alert to new problems
and opportunities. The Institute remains determined to
do whatever it can to enhance relations between Jews
and the Pacific Rim nations, as well as with the Asian
American groups that constitute such an important part
of our nation's pluralistic society.
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