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As President Ronald Reagan and General Secretary Mikhail
Gorbachev approach their third summit meeting, the Soviet leader has
been forced to realize that his country's insistence that the human
rights of Soviet Jews and others are an internal issue only simply can-
not be sustained.

Unyielding U.S. emphasis on balanced progress in all the key sectors
of the superpower relationship, including arms control and human
rights, has prevailed. The joint October 30 communique announcing the
upcoming summit and its agenda confirms this striking development.

There should be no misunderstanding. Support for human rights in
the USSR need not in any way suggest opposition to an arms reduction
accord. An intermediate-range nuclear forces agreement that serves
America's security interests and contributes to a more peaceful world
will benefit Americans and Russians alike. But there remains the lin-
gering question of whether Moscow can be trusted to keep its word on
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this or any other agreement. Improved technology and agreement on
short-notice inspections may largely address the verification problem,
but the human factor remains.

The Kremlin can do a great deal to enhance its credibility by fulfill-
ing other international obligations to which it has committed itself.
Among the most important of those are the Helsinki Accords, which
provide for a broad range of human rights, including the right of fam-
ily reunification. Another is Article XIII of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, which affirms that "everyone has the right to leave
any country, including his own." Past Soviet compliance in these areas
has been uneven at best, to say the least, undermining American's trust
in the value of the Soviet word.

One of the most pressing human rights questions today remains the
fate of 2 million Soviet Jews. Admittedly, there has been progress on
permission to emigrate for the long-standing refusenik cases, as well
as a few notable steps in the religious and cultural spheres in recent
months. Such progress is welcome. Still, deep-rooted problems
remain. It is vital that these problems be brought to public attention at
this time.

On December 6, one day prior to the summit meeting, concerned
citizens from around the country will gather in Washington for a mass
mobilization to register support for the rights of Soviet Jews to emi-
grate if they so wish, or to continue to live in the USSR in dignity and
with their group identity intact. Jewish and non-Jewish demonstrators
will raise several questions:

• Why has one-sixth of the world's Jewish population been sub-
jected over decades to a policy of spiritual extinction?

• Why is Jewish emigration, which numbered more than 4,000 a
month in 1979, fewer than 1,000 a month this year?

• Why is the teaching and study of Hebrew virtually impossible?
• Why is there not a single rabbinic seminary to serve the world's

third-largest Jewish community?
• And why do Soviet Jews face endless hurdles, including narrow

restrictions on the definition of family reunification and capri-
cious use of secrecy as grounds for refusal, when they seek to
establish new lives in Israel and other countries?
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We Americans take great pride in what our government's ongoing
effort on behalf of Soviet Jews and other victims of human-rights
abuse has achieved—nearly 300,000 Soviet Jews now live in Israel and
the United States. Many Soviet Armenians have also been reunited
with family members in this country. And courageous Soviet dissidents
have long found American support to be their oxygen supply.

The message to Kremlin leaders of the mass mobilization in
Washington is that Soviet treatment of its own citizens will be an
important measure of its sincerity in the entire bilateral arena. It is a
message we trust Mr. Reagan will once again stress in his discussions
with Mr. Gorbachev the next day.


