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There come moments when, as Jews, it's time for each of us to stand
up and be counted, when we must seek to take our history into our own
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hands. Such a moment will take place in the nation's capital on
Sunday, December 6. On the eve of General Secretary Mikhail
Gorbachev's first visit to the United States, thousands of Jews, joined
by many non-Jewish friends, will mass together in Washington to
express solidarity with Jews in the USSR.

Looking back, the rally for European Jewry at Madison Square
Garden in December 1940 was one of those moments. So, too, were
May 1948—the birth of Israel; June 1967—the Six-Day War; October
1973—the Yom Kippur War; and November 1984—Operation Moses.
Each was a unique moment in Jewish history. Each demanded our
attention. Each challenged us to make a snap decision—to become a
participant or remain a bystander. Each, in hindsight, perhaps caused
us to judge ourselves. Did we recognize the significance of the event at
the time? Did we respond immediately? Did we do all that we could to
mobilize interest and support from those around us?

By our presence in Washington on December 6, we will have an
unparalleled opportunity to demonstrate for Soviet Jewry, for the
world's third largest Jewish community, for the fate of 15 percent of
our collective selves.

The world will be watching. Thousands of journalists from around
the globe will descend on Washington for the summit. Much of their
attention will doubtless be directed at our mobilization, and the stories
they file will be transmitted to dozens of nations. But nowhere will the
reports be more closely monitored than in the Soviet Union. If the
Kremlin had its choice, there would be no demonstration in
Washington. It's no secret that Soviet leaders are deeply worried about
the prospect of a rally for Soviet Jewry, just as they were concerned
about planned demonstrations in France at the time of Gorbachev's
visit there in October 1985. The Kremlin wishes our movement would
fizzle and die. On the other hand, Soviet Jews will be eagerly awaiting
reports of the rally, for they rightly believe that such public manifesta-
tions represent their lifeline. Were it not for Western support, their
cause would, in all likelihood, have been suppressed long ago.

The Soviet Jewry advocacy movement has been one of the most suc-
cessful nonviolent, human rights movements in modern history. As a
result, nearly 300,000 Soviet Jews today live in freedom and dignity in
Israel and other countries. But many others wait.
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Our efforts over two decades have truly had an impact. And they can
continue to make a difference if only we believe in our own ability to
affect the course of events.

Join us on December 6. Join Vice President George Bush. Join Ida
Nudel, Natan Shcharansky, Vladimir Slepak, Yuli Edelshtein, and other
courageous former prisoners of conscience and refuseniks coming
from Israel. Join thousands of Jews traveling by regularly scheduled
and charter planes, buses and trains from across the country. Join
Catholic and Protestant clergy, labor leaders, and black and Hispanic
friends. Join the leaders of Congress and state and local officials. Join
hundreds of Canadians, including as many as thirty members of par-
liament. Join Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel. Join us for the largest demon-
stration in behalf of a Jewish cause in Washington's history. And bring
your children and grandchildren. We may not be able to promise good
weather, but we do guarantee you a moment in history.


