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THOUSANDS TO DEMONSTRATE ON EVE
OF REAGAN-GORBACHEV SUMMIT
By David Friedman

WASHINGTON, Nov. 2 (JTA) -- Ida Nudel
and Vladimir and Maria Slepak, three long-time
refuseniks who recently immigrated to Israel, will
join thousands of American Jews and non-Jews in
a demonstration for Soviet Jewry on the Mall
here Dec. 6, the eve of the summit meeting
between President Reagan and Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev.

Plans for the "Washington Mobilization"
were announced at a news conference here Mon-
day by the Summit III Task Force, representing
50 national Jewish organizations and 300 local
federations and councils, which has been planning
the demonstration for nearly two years.

The mobilization is expected to be the
largest Jewish demonstration ever held in Wash-
ington, according to Jacqueline Levine, chairper-
son of the Washington Mobilization and former
chairperson of the National Jewish Community
Relations Advisory Council. But she emphasized
that the demonstration will also include thousands
of non-Jews who support the struggle for Soviet
Jewry.

"The mobilization will serve as a watch to
guarantee and stimulate" both the United States
and the Soviet Union to keep the issue of human
rights high on the agenda during the talks be-
tween Reagan and Gorbachev, said Morris Abram
chairman of the National Conference on Soviet
Jewry, which organized the Task Force.

"The principle that we will be emphasizing
time and again is that while no one is asking for
any direct linkage of arms reduction and human
rights or emigration, the credibility of the Soviet
Union and the good faith and the return to the
normal relationships, which we all hope for will
be measured and tested by whether the Soviet
Union complies with its obligations under interna-
tional law, international treaties and the Helsinki
Accords," he added.

'Full Range Of
Abram said the joint U.S.-Soviet statement

issued by the White House last Friday after
Reagan announced Gorbachev accepted his invita-
tion to a summit Dec. 7 was "historic" He
explained that this was because the statement
stressed that the summit would be "a substantive
meeting which covers the full range of issues
between the two countries" and would seek to
make "significant headway over the full range of
these issues."

Abram credited the "persistence" of Reagan
and Secretary of State George Shultz in making
human rights an agenda item in meetings with the
Soviets in changing Moscow's attitude that human
rights is strictly an internal matter.

The demonstration, which will start at the
Ellipse and conclude at the Lincoln Memorial, will
be "dignified and orderly," Abram said.

"This is not a demonstration against,"
Levine said. "This is a demonstration for -- for a
process of emigration which will be sustained,
which will be substantive in terms of the numbers
of people who will be able to leave and which
will be systematic so that Soviet Jews know what
to expect when they apply for visas."

Noting that the demonstration will allow
participants to "make our feelings known by
making our presence known," Levine said that
just as during the civil rights movement, the mass
gathering will be one of the "very few times in
life" when a single person by his or her presence
can feel that he or she "made a difference."

UJA Movingg p f g
Martin Stein, national chairman of the

United Jewish Appeal, said the mobilization dem-
onstrates the Jewish principle that "all Jews are
responsible one for another."

He said that the UJA is moving its National
Campaign Cabinet meeting from New York to
Washington so that UJA leaders can participate in
the demonstration.

Abram said the summit comes at a time
when there has been "welcome" progress for
Soviet Jews. He said more than 6,000 Jews have
left the Soviet Union so far this year, all prison-
ers of conscience have been released and no
teacher of Hebrew has been arrested for a year.

But he said there are still "thousands and
thousands who would leave if the gates were open
and there were no discrimination against those
who applied." In addition, it has become "ex-
tremely difficult" for Jews to apply to leave,
because emigration has been restricted to only
those with immediate families abroad and because
Soviet officials increasingly have used possession
of state secrets as a reason to deny exit visas,
Abram said.

Nobel Prize laureate Eli Wiesel is honorary
chairman of the Summit III Task Force and the
co-chairpersons are Shoshana Cardin, president of
the Council of Jewish Federations, and Robert
Loup, former UJA chairman. David Harris, Wash-
ington representative of the American Jewish
Committee, is coordinator of the Washington
Mobilization.


