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views and meetings.

However, I want to quickly put down my initial impressions while they

are still fresh in my mind.

1. In all of my meetings with both Christians and Jews in Iowa, no one
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gram, but no one denied its basic accuracy.
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months as the farm crisis has deepened. In addition to rhetorical bigotry and
extremism, some of the radical right groups, especially the Posse have large
amounts of automatic weapons and ammunition, and they have training centers
for their followers. While in Iowa, I learned of the existence of two such
training centers in the state, and I am sure there are others as well.

5. In their desperation some farmers have accepted extremist and anti-Semitic
answers to their very real economic problems. During my visit I learned of
some anti-Semitic incidents or activities that have already occurred. A
sheriff, newspaper editor, a Methodist minister, and a Roman Catholic priest
personally reported to me about such anti-Semitic activities.

6. Members of the Jewish community including AJC member, Bud Hochberg of Des
Moines are deeply concerned, and even fearful about the radical right's impact
on the farming community. They are looking to the AJC and other national Jewish
organizations for leadership in combatting this pathology.

7. My own feeling is that "there is something there that is ominous and danger-
ous to American, democratic and Jewish values." In medical terms I would say
the infection is real, but is in an embryonic state at this time. Everyone
agreed that the months of November and December, 1985 will be crucial for the
farmers. By that time the crop will be harvested and they will be encountering
severe problems in acquiring new loans to meet next year's expenses for seed,
fertilizer and implements. Everyone predicts a grim winter that will be a fer-
tile breeding ground for the radical right's simplistic answers to complicated
economic problems.

Anti-Semitism as it is unfolding in the midwest takes two forms: A classic
anti-Jewish theology, particularly expressed by the Identity Church. This is com-
bined with the ancient scapegoating technique that is often found in times of
great economic distress, with rhetorical attacks on "Jewish bankers," the Tri-
Lateral commission, and the "Eastern establishment."

8. The Christian churches, both Roman Catholic and Protestant, offer the great-
est opportunity to combat the radical right. Iowa's Christian leadership in-
cluding Catholic Bishop Maurice Dingman and others that I met are deeply com-
mitted to combatting all forms of extremism in the area. In addition, local and
regional clergy associations are active in combatting the radical right in many
of the small towns throughout Iowa. The Christian churches maintain a high cred-
ibility factor among the overwhelming majority of Iowa's farmers. I was in close
touch with both Catholic and Protestant leadership, and we have discussed some
possible steps and programs that might be undertaken to combat the radical right.

9. The AJC it seems to me should have both a universal and a particular agenda
in this vital area of the country. First, I believe the AJC should speak out
either singly or in coalition with other groups in behalf of a just, fair and
equitable agricultural policy for this country. All of the farmers I met with
believe that no one cares about them or is concerned about their plight. Irtdeed,
one of the bumper stickers I saw in Iowa read: "Know your leaders, they are your
enemy." The AJC should not ever endorse any specific farm bill now pending before
Congress but should speak out in broad social justice terms about the importance
and integrity of the family farm and of compassion and justice for farmers.
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On the particular agenda I believe we should organize together with
Christian clergy, political leaders, and farmers a series of consultations
and news conferences to be held throughout the midwest. These leaders would
assert that scapegoating, anti-Semitism and extremism are unacceptable in a
democratic society. Jonathan Levine, who visited Kansas while I was in Iowa,
and I both feel that Chicago, Des Moines, Omaha and Kansas City would be ex-
cellent sites for such conferences. I would caution, however, that the AJC
should not have a high public profile in such activities. We must avoid be-
ing perceived as somehow guilty of the "crimes" that the anti-Semites attri-
bute to us. We should also encourage a large media campaign including
Letters to the Editor and TV and radio talk shows.

Christian leaders, farmers, and political officials should be at the
forefront of such a campaign. I have already begun plans for such a confer-
ence in Des Moines. In addition, we will be working with national Christian
bodies and leaders to develop a joint strategy to combat the anti-Semitism
of the radical right.

I have learned that the Governor of Iowa along with the State's two
Senators would welcome an opportunity to participate in such a campaign. In-
deed, Senator Charles Grass!ey was given anti-Semitic literature at the re-
cent Iowa State Fair in Des Moines. The Senator was outraged and shocked by
the material and called the Jewish Federation asking, "How widespread is this
and what is being done to overcome it?"

There is much more to say about the farm crisis and anti-Semitism, but
this memo sets down a few of my impressions and suggestions. To sum up,
there is a real problem in the farming community. The radical right is mak-
ing the farmers a prime target for their bigotry that includes anti-Semitism.
We need to develop a carefully thought out agenda and a systematic strategy to
meet this real challenge.

Because of my trip to Iowa, I now have a large number of contacts who
can be helpful to us as we develop our AJC strategy.
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