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Suggestions for Possible Research Projects to be Undertaken

On July 28th the Institute staff met with other staff members of
AJC to discuss possible future research projects that the Institute could
undertake. (As background the group was given a list of projects undertaken
by the Institute to date.) Present were Bert Gold, Selma Hirsh, Morris
Fine, Gary Rubin, Director of Programs, Steven Bayme, Director of the Jewish
Communal Affairs Department and his associate Amy Avgar, David Singer, Research
Director and his associate Renae Cohen, Sonya Kaufer, Director of Publications,
and George Gruen, Director of Middle East Affairs. The following suggestions
emerged:

1. A study of the attitudes of young American Jews, from high school age
through college age. This was suggested by one of the findings of the recent
Steven Cohen study that American Jewish young adults show a declining attachment
to Israel. It was thought that such a study could be done in collaboration with
Hillel, although it was recognized that such collaboration could have certain
drawbacks.

In this connection David Singer referred to a study that he had commissioned
of a follow up to a study of Jewish students at the University of Michigan and
Boston University done ten years ago by the sociologist Dr. Mervin Verbit. Dr.
Verbit was doing this follow-up, which is due to be completed this fall. Also
relevant to this discussion is Steven Bayme's mention of the CJF study now under-
way — a Multi-Year Longitudinal Study of Jewish Youth, which should yield results
of use to us.

2. Again, as a follow-up suggested by the Cohen survey, there could be a
study of what programs work in shaping attitude toward Israel and what do not
work, and why. The categories of program could be studied, such as tours to
Israel, different auspices (synagogue or secular, etc.), study abroad, etc. Re-
lated to this, another subject could be what turns American tourists on or off,
and why.

3. As a follow-up suggested by the new Kass-Lipset study of yordlro in the
U.S., financed in part by the Institute, a study could be done of the differing
perceptions of Jewish identity as held by Israelis and American Jews. It was
obvious from the draft of the yordim study that we have seen, that the Israelis
and American Jews have completely different perceptions, and this deserved a
separate study.

4. A study of what is the current conception in American Jewish minds as
to what Israel is. Bert Gold mentioned in this connection that this is the
subject of a book Wolf Blitzer is working on, in connection with which he inter-
viewed members of the Institute's Advisory Board.

5. There is a widely held assumption, on which much communal policy is
shaped, that intensity of Jewish experience or experience in Israel, strengthens
Jewish identity, e.g. Jewish camps,bringing American Jews to Israel, etc. This
assumption, has never been proved empirically, and it ought to be studied. If
it is found to be true, the reasons for this ought to be studied.

In this connection, George Gruen referred to a study now being conducted
by the Ramaz School on its 50th anniversary on the impact of the Ramaz experience
on its alumni both here and in Israel.
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6. In some communities in the United States there are informal associations
of Jews organized as support groups for those individuals and families con-
templating aliyah. (Teaneck, N.J. was cited as an example). These should be
the subject of a study. This led to the suggestion of a braoder study of
American Jewish support systems for aliyah, both under communal auspices as
well as private.

7. A study of the family life of American immigrants in I s rae l , and
comparisons with American Jewish family l i fe in the U JS. This i s the subject
of a research proposal recently received by the Jewish Communal Affairs Depart-
ment from the Hebrew University.

8. A study of the impact of American iunmigrants in Israel on the Is rae l i s ,
and what differences occur in Israel while the Americans are there, i f any. The •
counterpart of th i s could be: a study of the influence on American Jewish l i f e ,
if any, of Israel is who spend a substantial amount of time here.

9. Getting away from survey research to the social-polit ical and policy
areas, a number of suggestions for research were made. Foremost among these
was in the philanthropic field, e.g. what happens to the money American Jews
give to Israel ; what about the alternative philanthropic channels, such as the
New Israel Fund? More broadly, what i s the future of American Jewish philanthropy
irifbhe light of recent trends both in the U.S. and in Israel? What are the factors
that have brought about alternative methods for giving to Israel i causes? This
would logically bring us to the question of the governance of the Jewish Agency,
which should be the subject of our study. In th is connection, Zalman Abramov's
article was cited in which he urges a radical re-thinking on the reasons for
Zionist - non-Zionist tensions in the Jewish Agency. ("The two kinds of Zionists"
in the Jerusalem Post, June 19, 1987). Other policy areas that should be the
subject of research follow.

10. An analytical piece on the very different conceptions that American
Jews and Israel is have when they discuss church-state relat ions. This was suggested
in the analysis by Charles Liebman in his book Religion and Politics in Israel .

11. An analytical piece also, on the impact of American ini t ia t ives on
Israeli religious l ife and of Israeli ini t iat ives on American Jewish religious
life and inst i tut ions, (much, though not a l l of i t centers on the Law of Return
controversy in Israel . )

12. A study on the Israel i influence on Jewish education in the U.S. both
in theory and in practice.

13. A study of Israel i academics in the U.S. and American academics in
Israel. The question was asked: does the traffic go both ways? There was some
reservation about this as a topic for study as the two are not paral le l .

14. AJC has just received a proposal for a grant to subsidize a study of
Israel i Knesset members, in particular their concept of social just ics and
how this impacts on their legislation. Should we decide to provide some funds
for this study, i t was suggested that we would add a few questions on issues
of particular concern to the Institute on American Jewish-Israeli Relations
and the American Jewish Committee.
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15. A study of the thinking of the Jewish " e l i t e " i . e . , sane 50-70
major Federation leaders together with some p r e s t i g i o u s , non-affi l iated
American Jews such as Sol Linowitz for example, on 4 or 5 issues in
American Jewish-Israel i r e l a t i o n s , philanthropy for I s r a e l , e t c . The
"AJC Image Study" of sane 20 years ago was c i ted as a model of such research.

16. More in-depth pol l ing of Conservative, Reform and secular Jews on
the Law of Return in I s r a e l , and what i t would mean t o them i f t h i s law
were amended so as to change the def in i t ion of "What i s a Jew?"

17. A follow-up in depth interview with each of the 47 "alumni" of
the Matthew and Edna Brown Young I s r a e l i Leadership Program — the impact
of the program on them and t h e i r views today.

MF/wm
7/29/87

505-87


