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NEW YORK, July 20 ... A major effort to study the complex relationships

between American Jewry and the State of Israel is being undertaken by the

American Jewish Committee, it was announced today by Maynard I. Wishner,

AJC's National President.

To be known as the Institute on American Jewish-Israeli Relations, the

new project will be directed by Bertram H. Gold, AJC's Executive Vice President,

upon his retirement from that position on August 1st.

At a news conference today, attended by both AJC officials, Mr. Gold

described the Institute as "an American-centered enterprise that will seek to

study the changing nature of the relationship between American Jews and

Israel. It will identify areas of tension and delineate opportunities to

achieve more effective interaction between them, It will also undertake

specific programs both in the United States and in Israel aimed at improving

understanding between the two communities."

Explaining the rationale that led to the establishment of the Institute,

Mr. Gold stated that "while most American Jews perceive themselves to be

closely linked with Israel by strong bonds of common concerns and a profound

belief in a common destiny, and while most Israelis recognize the importance

of American Jewish support •» economic, political and moral *>- as well as the

potential for joint action on issues of common concern, nevertheless differing

perspectives on both sides frequently impede communication and limit the

possibility for constructive cooperation."

In addition, he pointed to the fact that the nature of Israeli society

has been changing "from a Western type of society into a Middle Eastern one, due

to a reduction in Jewish immigration to Israel, increased emigration from

Israel, and the high birthrate of Oriental Jews compared to Ashkenazi Jews."

-more-
Maynard I. Wishner, President; Howard I. Friedman, Chairman, Board of Governors; Theodore Ellenoff, Chairman, National Executive Council; Robert L. Pelz, Chairman, Board of Trustees.

Bertram H. Gold, Executive Vice President

Washington Office, 818 18th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 • Europe hq.: 4 Rue de la Bienfaisance, 75008 Paris, France • Israel hq.: 9 Ethiopia St., Jerusalem, 95149, Isre

South America hq.: (temporary office) 165 E. 56 St., New York, N.Y. 10022 • Mexico-Central America hq.: Av. E. National 533, Mexico 5, D.F.

CSAE 1707



-2-

These factors, he said, together with "the virtual isolation of Israel in

the international community and its almost total dependence on the United

States for its security and economic viability" place a heavy responsibility

on the American Jewish community.

Mr. Gold went on to state that, while serving as an arm of the American

Jewish Committee, housed at AJC headquarters in New York, the Institute will

be administered by an Advisory Board of some thirty American Jewish leaders

from the religious, civic and communal fields, who will select and approve its

programs and oversee its operations. It will consult with knowledgeable Israelis

from various disciplines, representing diverse points of view, and will also

appoint small ad hoc panels of Israelis and Americans, as necessary, to oversee

the pilot programs to be undertaken.

Commenting on the new Institute, Mr. Gold declared: "Throughout my

years with the Committee, I have confronted daily the need to establish closer

understanding between the Jewish communities of the United States and Israel.

I welcome the opportunity to be even more deeply involved than ever before

in this vital work,"

Mr. Wishner and Mr. Gold also reported on a trip they made to the Middle

East last week during which they visited Lebanon and Israel and conferred with

Prime Minister Begin and other officials, both Israeli and Lebanese.

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer

human relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects the civil and

religious rights of Jews at home and abroad, and seeks improved human

relations for all people everywhere.
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