
THE INSTITUTE ON AMERICAN JEWISH-ISRAELI RELATIONS

Most American Jews perceive themselves to be closely linked with Israel
by strong bonds of common concerns and a profound belief in a camion destiny.
Indeed, for many Jews, Israel serves as a primary source of their Jewish
identity; and their canmitment to Israel's security and survival is ir-
revocable .

Within Israel, despite continued doctrinal negativism toward the
Diaspora, there is a growing acceptance of the permanence of the American
Jewish community. Most Israelis recognize the importance of American Jewish
support—economic, political and moral—as well the potential for joint
action on issues of common concern.

But even as great credence is given to the fact of this interdependence
and the realization that what happens in Israel and/or in the American Jewish
community, can and will affect the status and future of Jewish communities
the world over, differing and distorted perspectives on both sides frequently
impede communication and limit possibilities for constructive cooperation.

American Jews, to all intent, have rejected migration to Israel even as
they remain unwavering in her support. Firmly rooted in America, the majority
of American Jews believe in the viability of a healthy and creative Jewish
life here and they are anxious to ensure the credibility and future vitality
of the American Jewish community.

Israeli Jews, by and large, increasingly define their identity in terms
of Israeli nationalism rather than in terms of their Judaic heritage or history.
With the reduction of Jewish immigration into Israel and the increased emi-
gration from the country, the Jewish population is diminishing in proportion
to the Arab population. This, together with the far higher birthrate of the
Oriental Jews compared to the Ashkenazi Jews, is rapidly changing the character
of Israel from a Western type of society into a Levantine one. This has made
for a readier acceptance of religious symbolism in Israeli society and a
diminution of an already precarious religious pluralism.

Many American Jews view these developments with alarm. Some are reducing
or threatening to reduce their support of Israel declaring, in effect, their
wish to have nothing to do with this kind of an Israeli State. Others are
disturbed and confused and talk of limiting their support, even making it
conditional on developments within Israeli society and the future actions
of its government.

The virtual isolation of Israel in the international community and its
almost total dependence upon the United States for its security and economic
viability, places a heavy responsibility upon American Jews. Increasing
strains between the American government and Israel will most certainly add
to the pressures on American Jewry and may well result in internal tensions
and conflicts within the American Jewish corrmunity.
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It is therefore essential at this time to make a thoughtful and systematic
study of 1) ways and means of improving communication between American Jews
and Israel and 2) the manner in which the American Jewish community might
appropriately interact with Israel not only in times of crisis but day by day.
To this end, The American Jewish Committee has created the Institute on
American Jewish-Israeli Relations.

The Institute seeks to study the changing nature of the relationship
between American Jews and Israel, identify areas of tension and delineate
opportunities for more effective interaction between them. It seeks to
recommend appropriate courses of action for American Jewish organizations
in relation to Israel and undertake pilot programs, both here and in Israel,
aimed at improving understanding between the two communities.

Some of the areas under consideration for study are:

- Religious pluralism in Israel: its significance for Israel, for
American Jewry.

- Judaism in Israel; implications for American Jewry and Israel of growing
antagonism between "religious" and "secular" elements in Israel.

- American Jewry's perspectives on "the ingathering of the exiles."
Is it viable? If not, what implications for Israel's future and
her relationship with Diaspora communities?

- How are funds raised by the United Jewish Appeal used in Israel?
Do they help or hinder Israel's economic growth?

- How do Israeli journalists view the American Jewish community?

- Which of Israel's domestic issues impact upon American Jews? How
can the decision-making process regarding those issues which concern
both camtunities be improved?

- Should the quality of life in Israel be of concern to American Jewry?
If so, how should this concern be expressed?

- How should the American Jewish community relate to the estimated
500,000 Israelis living in the United States?

- What should be the respective roles of Israel and American Jewry
in relating to issues affecting other Diaspora communities, e.g.
South Africa, Argentina, Iran, Syria?

- The question of dissent within Israel; within American Jewry. How
and when manifest?
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- In the U.S. (according to recent opinion polls) attitudes toward
Israel affect attitudes toward Jews in America and elsewhere. Do
American Jews have a right? an obligation? to speak out on Israel's
foreign policy? Does the Israeli government have an obligation to
invite counsel (in addition to support) from American Jews?

- What is the proper role for American Jewry regarding societal and
cultural developments within Israel?

- Given the demographic and cultural trends in the Diaspora and Israel,
what cannon bonds of community can we expect to see a generation
hence?

The Institute has three major programmatic thrusts:

1) Undertaking policy studies of current issues of mutual concern to
Israel and American Jews with a view to formulating recommendations for action.
These will include many of the issues mentioned above.

2) Commissioning basic research in specific problem areas as, for
example, the dimensions of Jewish identity in America and in Israel and
the factors that seem to facilitate or hinder the formation of Jewish
identity; the iinpact on Israelis' attitudes of study or work in America
for a period of time; a comparative study of Jewish education in both
countries (These are tentative suggestions. The Advisory Board will make
final determination as to areas of needed research).

3) Pilot of Demonstration Programs. These are aimed at improving
communication between the two communities and fall into two categories.
One is directed to Israelis to give them a more realistic understanding
of both the possibilities and limits of American Jewish resources and in-
fluence as well as the inner dynamics of the American Jewish community. The
second is directed to American Jews to give them a keener understanding of
problems and issues in Israel, particularly those that impact on, or require
support from, American Jewish communities. Programs contemplated in both
areas include:

—Selecting (or preparing) on a continuing basis, materials about the
American political process and American Jewish life, for targeted distribution
to Israel's academics, public servants, journalists, business leaders, etc.

—Creating an orientation and training program, within the American
Jewish community, for rising young leadership in Israel.

—Holding periodic consultations with the Directors General of the major
ministries in Israel who are responsible for initiating and executing policies
and programs in Israel.
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—Arranging for American "tours of duty" for selected influential Israeli
journalists.

—Planning meetings in U.S. and Israel between individuals with similar
professional interests and training on issues of shared concern.

While serving as an arm of the American Jewish Committee, the Institute
is administered by an Advisory Board of approximately thirty individuals, out-
standing American Jews. In addition to the four Honorary Presidents of the
American Jewish Committee, and the chairpersons of its Jewish Communal Affairs
and Foreign Affairs Commission, the Board includes a representative group of
religious, civic and communal leaders. The Board meets at least three times
a year to select and approve the Institute's programs and oversee its operations.
In addition, small ad hoc panels of Israelis and Americans will be created to
advise on specific programs.

A group composed of a number of prominent Israelis who share the Institute's
broad interests in the enrichment of Jewish life in Israel and the United States
and in strengthening the relationship between them bring the Israeli perspective
to the Institute's work. It is planned that meetings of the Israeli group with
the full board in New York or Israel will be held biennially with more frequent
exchanges conducted on an informal basis around specific issues as the need
suggests or requires.

The Institute is located in the headquarters of the American Jewish
Committee in New York and utilizes the resources and facilities of its Israel
office in Jerusalem to coordinate those projects calling for Israeli partici-
pation. It is professionally directed by Bertram H. Gold and his associate
Selma Hirsh.
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