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The American Jewish Committee protects the rights
and freedoms of Jews the world over; combats bigotry
and anti-Semitism and promotes human rights for
all; works for the security of Israel and deepened
understanding between Americans and Israelis; ad-
vocates public policy positions rooted in American
democratic values and the perspectives of the Jewish
heritage; and enhances the creative vitality of the
Jewish people. Founded in 1906, it is the pioneer
human-relations agency in the United States.



Why an Institute on
American Jewish-Israel Relations?

S ince the founding of the State of Israel,
countless conferences and consultations have

been held and millions of words written, both in
Israel and in America, on the ties that bind
American Jewry and Israel. Even as a myriad of
constructive relationships have been forged over
the years, there continue to be recurrent points
of tension as the two communities sometimes
seem to be traveling along divergent paths.

The Institute on American Jewish-Israeli
Relations, founded in 1982 as an arm of the
American Jewish Committee, seeks to enlist the
best minds in Israel and America to help each
community better understand the needs and
concerns of the other, the values and assump-
tions that dictate their thinking and behavior,
and the distinctive contributions each continues
to make to the texture of Jewish history.

Given the new and unfolding international
realities, it is more critical than ever that every
effort be made to bring this relationship to new
levels of maturity. Without such efforts each
community is destined to have unrealistic
expectations of the other, and legitimate differ-
ences that exist now or may exist in the future
could create chasms difficult or even impossible
to bridge. Israel requires all the intellectual,
political, and economic support that a healthy,
viable American Jewry can provide. At the same
time, it becomes daily more evident that Ameri-
can Jewry is inextricably linked to Israel not
only by ties of religion and history but by the
certainty of a common destiny.



How the Institute Functions

The Institute is housed in the American
Jewish Committee s national headquarters

in New York and in its office in Jerusalem. Thus
it has access to the Committee's extensive
resources and facilities nationally and, through
its chapter network, in the communities. For the
first ten years of its life and until his retirement,
the Institute was directed by Bertram H. Gold,
executive vice president emeritus of the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee. As the program ex-
panded and the importance of Jewish identity as
a central factor in American Jewry's connection
to Israel became increasingly evident, the
Institute worked more closely with the
Committee's Jewish Communal Affairs Depart-
ment and in 1992 the director of that depart-
ment, Dr. Steven Bayme, assumed the director-
ship of the Institute as well. Mordechai Gazit,
former director general of the Israeli Prime
Minister's Office, has been serving as the
Institute's consultant in Israel.

Two Advisory Boards — one in the United
States and one in Israel — help to chart the
Institute's direction and oversee its program in
both countries. The American Board, currently
chaired by Robert S. Rifkind, consists of distin-
guished communal leaders with diverse interests
and points of view. The Board meets twice a
year, and small ad hoc committees are convened
as necessary to advise on specific programs. The
Israeli Board, chaired by S. Zalman Abramov,
former deputy speaker of the Knesset, consists
of several dozen prominent Israeli men and
women who bring an Israeli perspective to the
Institute's program. The two Boards meet
jointly at least once a year to exchange views on
specific issues and recommend programs for
both communities.



The Program

The Advisory Boards, together with the
professional staff in Israel and America,

identify the primary issues troubling each
community, which then become the subjects for
probing research and analysis by leading Ameri-
can and Israeli scholars. The issues explored, as
reflected in Institute-sponsored publications over
the past decade, have been wide-ranging and
have included the "centrality" of Israel, aliyah,
religious pluralism (or the lack of it) in Israel,
political dissent in Israel, and the meaning of
Zionism today.

In addition to its ongoing research and
publication activities, the Institute sponsors
exchange programs between young Israeli and
American professionals, commissions policy
studies, and holds consultations and dialogues in
both Israel and the United States. All its activi-
ties are designed to develop fresh perspectives on
issues of mutual concern and to propose new
initiatives to help the American Jewish commu-
nity and Israel achieve more effective interaction
not only in times of crisis but day by day.

How American Jews and Israelis
See Each Other

Early in its programming the Institute recog-
nized that there were little, if any, data on how
American Jews viewed Israel and Israelis and,
conversely, what Israelis thought about America
and American Jews. To ensure that its program
is responsive to real rather than imagined needs
and to track changing attitudes and issues, the
Institute commissions periodic opinion surveys.
Four have been undertaken to date (1982, 1986,
1989, and 1991) by Professor Steven M. Cohen
of Queens College, City University of New
York. Utilizing questionnaires and interviews,
these studies probed the nature and extent of
American Jewry's involvement in pro-Israel
activities, the depth of their emotional attach-



emotional attachment to Israel, their perceptions
of Israelis, and their attitudes toward a range of
Israeli foreign and domestic policies.

Companion studies were conducted in Israel
by Hanoch Smith of the Smith Research Center
and Mina Zemach of the Dahaf Research
Institute, both highly regarded Israeli research
and polling organizations. The studies provided
the springboard for countless dialogues and
discussion groups as their key findings were
published and widely reported in both coun-
tries. Other recent research projects used focus
groups in several cities to probe the relationship
of Jewish identity to attitudes toward Israel. A
study of how American Jewish leaders in six
different cities responded to diverse issues and
events relating to Israel was also undertaken in
1990 and 1991.

The joint meetings of the two Advisory
Boards, held annually in Jerusalem, have pro-
vided opportunities for analysis of current
developments in American Jewry and in Israel
and their implications for the relations between
the two communities. A publication based on
the 1991 symposium, American Jewry Today:
Implications for American Jewish-Israeli Relations,
consisting of a presentation by Robert S.
Rifkind and responses by S. Zalman Abramov
and Avraham Harman, has been widely distrib-
uted.

Getting to Know Each Other

/ worry because I now see that American Jews are
not likely to come to Israel in great numbers. What
would that mean for Israel's future?

We have learned so many stereotypes about Ameri-
can Jews. Now I realize we need to learn much
more about who you really are and who we are.

We needed to hear Israelis react to our problems
and they needed to hear our reactions to their
problems.... It was important!



These are but a few of the comments made by
participants in the unique exchange program
conducted by the Institute and made possible by
grants from Matthew and Edna Brown of
Boston and Alfred H. and Carol Moses of
Washington, D.C. Under the Brown program,
young Israelis come to this country annually
(some 84 have come since 1983) for intensive
two-week visits to major Jewish communities in
different parts of the country. Conversely, since
1987, some 40 young Americans have traveled
to Israel to experience at first hand Israel's
accomplishments and problems, to meet with
political, religious, military, and business leaders,
and to dialogue with their Israeli counterparts.
Those selected to participate in these programs
are young Americans and Israelis who, because
of their professional accomplishments and
community involvements, are deemed to have
significant potential for influencing others in
their respective communities. Candidates are
carefully screened and undergo intensive orienta-
tion programs prior to their departure. Upon
return to their home countries they are desig-
nated associates of the Institute and invited to
Advisory Board meetings, and their views are
solicited in the formulation of new policies and
programs. The "alumni" of these programs are
also encouraged to seek ongoing opportunities
for exchange of views and repeat visits with one
another. To further enhance the interchange
process, alumni of the 1990 program launched a
newsletter, Omrim, with articles, comments, and
reports by both American and Israeli partici-
pants.

While it is difficult to measure accurately the
long-range impact of these visits, it is clear that
through them the Institute is building a signifi-
cant network of young people who have a much
firmer understanding of— and a stronger bond
with — one another than would otherwise be
the case. The importance of such undertakings



has been underscored repeatedly by research that
documents a disturbing distancing between
young Americans and their counterparts in
Israel.

American Students in Israel

Together with the Rothberg School for Overseas
Students at the Hebrew University, the Institute
sponsored a study to explore the experiences of
American Jewish students who elected to spend
their junior year at Hebrew University. The
study, completed in 1990, contributed impor-
tant insights into those factors that could help
make the experience a more positive one, and
the impact longer-lasting. A finding of particu-
lar importance to the University and the Insti-
tute was the disappointment expressed by the
students over the limited opportunities provided
them to associate with Israelis and, particularly,
with Israeli students. The University is taking
steps to remedy this problem in its current and
future programs.

The American Media and Israel

Are the American media obsessed with Israel? Is
their coverage of Israel fair? Why does Israel
receive such extensive media attention in this
country? Does such scrutiny help or hurt Israel's
cause? Some 60 leading American and Israeli
editors, publishers, journalists, and commenta-
tors discussed and debated these questions at a
two-day conference in New York convened by
the Institute in collaboration with the Israel-
Diaspora Institute (now known as the Israel
Democracy Institute) of Tel Aviv University.
The conference provided working journalists an
opportunity to consider and discuss their
coverage of events in Israel and what might be
done to correct distortions and enhance Israel's
image in this country. The discussion and the
recommendations flowing from it were pub-
lished and widely distributed to people in the



media.

American Jewry and the Israeli Media

At the behest of the Institutes office in Israel,
Yehudit Elitzur of the Hebrew University's
Institute of Communications examined coverage
of the American Jewish community in the
Israeli media. Aside from reports of American
Jewish philanthropy and American foreign
policies affecting Israel, Dr. Elitzur found that
little or no information was conveyed concern-
ing American Jewish life. Her findings were
shared with editors and publishers in Israel as
well as with educators and the Israeli Broadcast-
ing Authority.

The Newsletter, and Other Information
About American Jewry

A direct result of the Elitzur survey was the
Institute's decision to issue a monthly newsletter
in Hebrew that would report on aspects of
American Jewish life not normally covered by
American correspondents in Israel or Israeli
correspondents in the United States. It is
prepared in the Institute's Israel office, based
largely on material provided by the Institute's
office in New York. The Newsletter is distributed
to some 1,000 opinion molders in Israel, includ-
ing government officials, Knesset members,
media personalities, academics, teachers, and
other Israeli influentials. Material from the
Newsletter is regularly picked up by the Israeli
press and radio.

Occasionally the Institute also publishes
in-depth papers on topics of special import to
Israeli leaders. One such publication, The
Demographics of American Jewry, by Professor
Sidney Goldstein of Brown University, was
given selective distribution throughout Israel.

American Jewish Offices in Israel

A measure of the present state of interaction



between American Jewry and Israel is the
increasing number of American Jewish organiza-
tions that have opened branches or offices there.
The Institute has published a directory of such
offices — the first of its kind — as a resource for
both American Jews and Israelis interested in
furthering and facilitating cooperative undertak-
ings.

The Economic Connection
In the mid-1980s the Institute commissioned a
study of incentives and disincentives for Ameri-
can investment in Israel. Questionnaires were
sent to approximately 150 American companies
doing business in Israel. In addition, interviews
were conducted in Israel with business leaders
there. When analysis of the data was completed,
a series of recommendations designed to help
attract needed foreign investments were shared
with Israeli government officials and business
leaders. Wide publicity was also given to an
address by Stuart Eizenstat, former domestic
affairs adviser to President Jimmy Carter and the
founding chair of the Institute, on Israel's
economic crises in the context of American-
Israeli relations, delivered at a joint meeting in
Jerusalem of the Institute's Advisory Boards.
The address was later published in Commentary.

Intergroup Relations in Israel
Relations between and among Israel's different
ethnic, religious, and national groups are an
ongoing concern in government circles, in the
communities, in the universities, and in the
schools. In the early 1980s the Institute com-
missioned a specialist in the field of ethnic
identity who has practiced in the United States,
Europe, and Israel to interview Israeli profession-
als involved in one or another aspect of
intergroup relations. The report, Intergroup
Relations Practice in Israel by Esther Perel, sur-
veyed both theory and practice in Israel, particu-
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larly with respect to the problems between
Arabs and Jews, Ashkenazim and Sephardim,
and religious and secular Jews, and suggested
some new and innovative approaches to improv-
ing intergroup understanding. The findings and
recommendations of the study were widely
reported in the American Jewish and Israeli
press.

The tensions between Ashkenazim and
Sephardim in Israel today were also the subject
of an Institute conference in New York in the
summer of 1985, convened in cooperation with
the International Sephardic Education Founda-
tion. The scholars participating in the conference
stressed the social gap between the two groups
evidenced not only in the statistics on income
and education but also in their attitudes toward
one another. The discussion centered on the
implications of Israel's growing Sephardi major-
ity for American Jewish-Israeli relations. The
conference papers, together with summaries of
the discussion, were published under the title
Some Perspectives on Asbkenazi-Sephardi Relations in
Israel.

Another Institute study, The Haredim in Israel:
Who Are They and What Do They Want? by
Samuel C. Heilman and Menachem Friedman,
published in 1991, provides information and
insight on a complex Israeli phenomenon, the
Israeli ultraorthodox.

Educating About American Jewry and the
Diaspora

The Institute s office in Israel, in cooperation
with the Israeli Ministry of Education and
Culture, has reviewed existing teaching pro-
grams devoted to Diaspora and American Jewry
in the Israeli school system, with a view to
improving and enlarging upon such programs.

In 1990 the Institute held a number of
special training sessions and seminars for senior
teachers in the Israeli school system. These



efforts are continuing and consultations are
ongoing in an attempt to find new and en-
hanced opportunities for introducing informa-
tion about the Diaspora through formal and
informal educational channels. Toward this end
the Institute is publishing a comprehensive
directory of audio-visual materials about Ameri-
can Jewish life that are available for use in Israel.

In January 1992, the Institute and the
Ministry of Education in Jerusalem cosponsored
a major consultation on this subject.

Aliyah

While the issue of aliyah remains a highly
emotional one for both Israelis and American
Jewry, few facts are available concerning Ameri-
can Jews who tried but failed to settle in Israel.
A study commissioned by the Institute surveyed
approximately 75 Jews who had made aliyah,
remained in Israel for at least one year, and then
returned to the United States. The resulting
publication, To Israel and Back: American Aliyah
and Return Migration, by Chaim I, Waxman and
Michael Appel, analyzes the reasons for their
return, what problems they encountered in
Israel, and how that experience has affected their
sense of Jewish identity and commitment. This
study elicited wide comment in both the general
and Anglo-Jewish press.

Territories and Peace: The Views of Reli-
gious Zionists

Territories, borders, and peace are issues on
which, understandably, sharp differences of
opinion persist both within Israel and between
American Jews and Israelis. An Institute publi-
cation, Territory or Peace? Religious Zionism in
Conflict, by Fred David Levine, seeks to provide
American Jews with some understanding of
how various Orthodox religious movements,
from Gush Emunim to the Orthodox peace
groups, regard the status of Judea and Samaria,
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and the halakhic sources of these attitudes.

The New Zionism: We Are One, or Are
We?

What does it mean to be a Zionist or non-
Zionist today? Are there still basic differences
over such classic Zionist concepts as the central-
ity of Israel, the negation of the Diaspora, and
the ingathering of the exiles? Can these differ-
ences be reconciled? If not, can they be set aside
so that the Israeli and American Jewish commu-
nities can continue to work constructively on the
issues that affect their common future?

The Institute sponsored an intensive consulta-
tion around these questions. Three working
papers were prepared: "Toward a Consensus on
Zionist Ideology" by Professor David Sidorsky of
Columbia University; "Zionism and American
Jewry" by Professor Henry Feingold of the City
University of New York; and "Trends in Zionist
Ideology and Their Contemporary Meaning" by
Dr. Anita Shapira, an Israeli historian.

The late Dr. Avraham Harman, chancellor of
the Hebrew University and a member of the
Israeli Advisory Board, presented a paper on
"The Meaning of Zionism Today." These were
discussed by both the American and Israeli
Advisory Boards and published together with a
discussion guide under the title Zionism Today: A
Symposium. Subsequently, an address by Stuart
Eizenstat, "Toward a New Zionism: American
Jews and Israel," was also published.

The objective of all these papers is to stimu-
late wider discussion of what are perhaps the
most significant ideological and pragmatic
differences between the American Jewish
community and Israel today. It is expected that
these discussions will be ongoing in both
countries and that both old and new formula-
tions will continue to be debated for some time
to come.
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Future Plans
As the Institute looks ahead to its second
decade, it perceives its work as having even
greater significance:

• Israel's role in enhancing American Jew-
ish identity is now understood as critical.
Avenues must be found to enable larger
numbers of American Jews to spend
extended time in Israel.

• Younger Israelis and American Jews in-
creasingly lack the shared language and
values necessary to enhance mutual un-
derstanding and interrelationships.

• Ways must be found to enable American
Jews to express dissent and criticisms of
particular aspects of Israeli policy with-
out undermining the prevailing and ac-
curate perception of broad public sup-
port for Israel within the Jewish commu-
nity.

• Diaspora concerns regarding religious
pluralism in Israel need to be addressed.

• The shared values between Israel and
American Jews remain critical ingredi-
ents in the relationship between Israel
and America generally.

Therefore, in the coming years, the major
programs of the Institute, particularly its
exchange programs and its ongoing research and
analysis, will continue. The exchange programs
will strive to foster intensive dialogue and
personal relations between Israelis and American
Jews. Research will continue in a sustained
fashion — probing attitudes of American Jews
and Israelis toward one another and their
perceptions of the major issues affecting these
two Jewish communities.

In addition, we project several new program
areas:
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• We will work closely with other Jewish
organizations whose agenda includes Is-
rael-Diaspora relations. More particu-
larly, IAJIR staff will serve in leadership
roles at the conferences and public fo-
rums sponsored by such organizations,
e.g., the North American Jewish Forum-
Israel Forum.

• Periodic forums are planned enabling
Jewish leaders and intellectuals and vis-
iting Israelis to discuss issues of mutual
concern.

• We are initiating a new publication series
on policy issues that unite and that divide
Israelis and American Jews. These will
focus on what we see, hear, and read of one
another and how we may enhance mu-
tual understanding. The first of these
policy papers analyzes Israel in the minds
of American Jews. Another will focus on
contrasting visions of religious pluralism
in Israel and America.

• Discussions with the Ministry of Educa-
tion will continue concerning teaching
about the contemporary Diaspora in Is-
raeli schools. We look forward to joint
projects with the Ministry in teacher
training and curriculum.
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Publications of The Institute on
American Jewish-Israeli Relations
After the Gulf War: American Jews' Attitudes
Toward Israel. Steven M. Cohen. 1992. 60 pp.
$7.00.

American Immigrants in Israel: A Selected Annotated
Bibliography, 1948-85. Shoshana Kaufmann.
1987. 68 pp. $7.50.

American Jewish-Israeli Relations: History, Current
Issues and the Role of the American Jewish Committee.
Gary E. Rubin. 1987. 20 pp. $2.00.

American Jewish Leaders and Israel: A Survey of
Attitudes. Jacob B. Ukeles, 1991. 32 pp. $3.00.

American Jewish Organizations with Offices in Israel:
A Directory. 1987. 24 pp. $2.50

American Jewry Today: Implications for American
Jewish-Israeli Relations. Robert S. Rifkind,
Avraham Harman and S. Zalman Abramov.
1991.25 pp. $3.50.

American Jews and Israel: Are They Drifting Apart?
A Symposium. 1990. 14 pp. $2.00.

Americans and Israelis: Attitudes and Perceptions. A
Discussion Guide. 1984. 6 pp.

Are American Jews and Israelis Drifting Apart?
Steven M. Cohen. 1989. 11 pp. $2.00.

Attitudes of American Jews Toward Israel and
Israelis. Steven M. Cohen. 1983. 36 pp. $2.50.

Attitudes of Israelis Towards America and American
Jews. Hanoch Smith. 1983. 38 pp. $2.50.

Attitudes Toward Israel and Jewish Identity: A Focus
Group Study. Patricia Padva. 1991. 35 pp.
$4.50.

Catalogue of Videotapes on the American Jewish
Experience. Milton & Irma Krents. 1992. $3.00

Charting the Minefields: American Academics and
Israelis in Dialogue. Janet Burstein. 1985. 36 pp.
$3.00.
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The Haredim in Israel: Who Are They and What
Do They Want} Samuel C. Heilman and
Menachem Friedman. 1991. 24 pp. $2.50.

Intergroup Relations Practice in Israel: A Preliminary
Survey. Esther Perel. 1984. 27 pp. $2.50.

Israel-Diaspora Relations: A Selected Bibliography.
Morris Fine. 1983. 45 pp. $2.50.
Israel's Economic Crisis: What Israel Must Do.
Stuart E. Eizenstat. 1985. 27 pp. $2.00.

Jewish Unity and Diversity: A Survey of American
Rabbis and Rabbinical Students. Samuel C.
Heilman. 1991. 67 pp. $7.00

A Look at American Jewry and American Jewish-
Israeli Relations. Alfred H. Moses. 1987. 21 pp

A New Role for Israel in American Jewish Identity.
Arnold Eisen. 1992. 20 pp. $2.00.

The One-Year Program in Israel: An Evaluation.
Dov Friedlander. 1991. 40 pp. $5.00.

Perceptions of Israel in the American Media: Summary
of a Conference. Joshua Muravchik. 1985. 34pp.
$2.50.

Reasoning Together: Three Decades of Discussions
Between American and Israeli Jews. Etta Bick.
1985 38 pp. $2.00

Some Perspectives on Ashkenazi-Sephardi Relations in
Israel. 1985. 45 pp. $2.50.

Territory or Peace? Religious Zionism in Conflict.
Fred D. Levine. 1986. 18 pp. $2.00

Through Israeli Eyes: Attitudes Toward Judaism,
American Jewry, Zionism and the Arab-Israel
Conflict. MinaZemach. 1987. 47 pp. $5.00.

Ties and Tensions: The 1986 Survey of American
Jewish Attitudes Toward Israel and Israelis. Steven
M.Cohen. 1987. 115pp. $7.50.

Ties and Tensions: An Update. The 1989 Survey of
American Jewish Attitudes Toward Israel and
Israelis. Steven M. Cohen. 1989- 60 pp. $5.00.



To Israel and Back: American Aliyah and Return
Migration. Chaim Waxman and Michael Appel
1986. 24 pp. $2.00

Toward a Meaningful Dialogue. Drora Kass.
1984. 29 pp. $2.50.
Toward a New Zionism: American Jews and Israel.
Stuart E. Eizenstat. 1986. 21 pp. $1.00

Understanding One Another: Excerpts of a Discussion
on American Jewish-Israeli Relations. 1983. 20 pp.
$2.00.
Understanding One Another: An Israeli Perspective.
1984. 9 pp. $1.00.
Zionism Today: A Symposium. 1986. 72 pp.$5.00.

Zionism Today: Summary of a Symposium. Stuart E.
Eizenstat. 15 pp.

Zionism Today: A Guide for Discussion. 4 pp.
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The Institute on American
Jewish-Israeli Relations

American Advisory Board Chairs

STUART E. EIZENSTAT
(1982-1986)

ALFRED H. MOSES
(1986-1990)

ROBERT S. RIFKIND
(1990- )

Israeli Advisory Board Chair

S. ZALMAN ABRAMOV
(1982- )

Professional Staff

BERTRAM H. GOLD
Director (1982-1992)

STEVEN BAYME
Director (1992- )

SELMA HIRSH
Associate Director (1982-1992)

MORRIS FINE
Program Associate

MORDECHAIGAZIT
Israel Consultant

ARYEH MEIR
Program Specialist

SHERRY ROSEN
Research Associate
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