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Dear Sy:

I am referring to our conversation in Washington recently with
regard to the texts of the proposed Tunisian decrees. It has not of
course been possible to examine all the texts of all the various
proposed reform decrees, but a study of the French program which was
presented in the spring of 1952 does not, according to the texts
available to us, contain any proposals which would in any way restrict
the Jewish population of Tunisia from holding any public office.
The quotation in your memorandum, which is returned to you herewith,
is apparently taken from a decree promulgated in 1937, which is
probably no longer valid. We have queried the Consul General in
Tunis on this point and I hope at a later date to be in a position to
give you more precise information.

The 1952 draft decrees themselves, however, do not necessarily
reveal whether or not special provision is to be made for Jewish
representation. For example, the decree which called for the establish-
ment of municipal councils contained no such provision. When the
arretes were published which were to govern the elections for these
municipal councils in various localities, special provision was made
in several communes for the election of specific numbers of Israelite
members to the municipal councils (e.g. Gabes, Nabeul, LaGalite,
d'El Ariana).

The decree concerning the civil service has not yet, as far as
we know, been sealed by the Bey. This draft decree does not specifically
provide for Jewish participation, but it is possible that when and if
it is sealed, the regulations governing its operation may also provide
for Jewish representation, although we have no indication that such will
be the case. When the Bey in August 1952 appointed a Committee of 40
persons to advise him on the reform program, the Jewish community of
Tunisia was represented by two Jewish persons on this Committee.
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It is hoped that the foregoing will give you some of the information
which you desire.

Sincerely yours,

Homer M. Eyington, Jr.
Director, Office of

Western European Affairs

Enclosure:

Report, dated January 12, 1953>
returned.


