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22nd, 1952

Dear Sir,

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of June 2lst, 1952,

in which you allude to the recent outbreaks in Tunis directed

against the persons and property of Jewish citizens. My Government

shares the concern that must be felt in all civilized nations at

such disturbances, so unworthy of the Tunisian people and so unlike

the usual good relations between Jews and Moslems throughout the

areas under French protection.

The French authorities, acting in accordance with their

constant endeavor to protect the rights of all citizens, moved

promptly to quell the rioting and to apprehend the persons responsible.

My Government is continuing to seek fundamental answers for the

complex questions that disturb Tunisia today and is working with all

groups of the population to this end. Recent proposals announced by

Foreign Minister Schuman for changes in the political structure of

Tunisia exemplify this effort.

Perhaps I may add that, as clearly as we can determine,

these attacks arose out of an atmosphere of demagogic agitation and
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even of terrorism, fomented by a small group of Tunisian extremists

in furtherance of their demands.

Our effort to maintain order and to work out with all

groups in Tunisia a satisfactory solution for their common problems

are not helped by the uncritical approbation sometimes expressed

for these extremists* positions by some persons who would be shocked

if they could foresee the consequences of their support./.

Very sincerely yours,

Henri Bonnet,
Ambassador of France
to the United States


