
Xavier University to Receive AJC Hurricane Relief

February 14, 2006 - New York - The American Jewish Committee is donating
$100,000 to Xavier University in New Orleans to help its rebuilding after
Hurricane Katrina. The contribution is the latest disbursement from AJC's
Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund.

"The fact that the American Jewish Committee would support a black Catholic
college is a symbol of how people of different faith and race can come together
in the wake of a disaster like Katrina," said Carla Harris, who announced the gift
during a benefit concert for Xavier at Lincoln Center in New York on Saturday
evening. Harris was chair of the concert, sponsored by the Archdiocese of New
York's Office of Black Ministry.

The donation will be presented to Dr. Norman Francis, president of Xavier, this
weekend when AJC's New Orleans Relief, an initiative to support the hurricane-
ravaged community, brings a group of thirty young Jews from across the country
to New Orleans to meet with residents and government officials, and help in
clean-up projects.

"We must come together as Americans and friends who are dedicated to
rebuilding and strengthening our communities," said Brian Siegal, AJC's
assistant director of intergroup relations, who is coordinating the relief fund.

In December, AJC Executive Director David A. Harris visited New Orleans,
delivering checks totaling $575,000 from the organization's Katrina fund.
Recipients included Dillard University, St. Clement of Rome Catholic church, and
two synagogues, Congregation Gates of Prayer and Congregation Beth Israel.
More disbursements from AJC's Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund will be
announced in the coming weeks.

AJC, celebrating its 100th anniversary this year, has a proud tradition of
responding to humanitarian crises. Over the years, AJC has contributed millions
of dollars in relief and reconstruction projects, benefiting people of diverse racial,
religious and ethnic backgrounds in the U.S. and around the world.


