
October 6, 2005

Dear AJC Supporter,

Thank you to all who have contributed to the American Jewish Committee's Hurricane Relief
Fund. The response to our appeal has been extraordinary and, as of this date, I am pleased to
report that over $850,000 has been raised for our important efforts.

In such cases of both natural and man-made disasters, it is always our policy to be fiscally
transparent and to employ every donated dollar for carefully targeted relief and reconstruction
efforts. We did this when we responded to calamities including last year's Asian tsunami, earlier
earthquakes in India and Turkey, tragic ethnic warfare in the Balkans, and arson attacks against
African American churches in the South. Our efforts included not only humanitarian relief, but
the construction of vitally needed houses of worship, clinics and schools.

In early September, I asked Rabbi James Rudin, our Senior Interreligious Advisor, to direct our
response to Hurricane Katrina. Rabbi Rudin immediately accepted the challenge, which
unfortunately grew in difficulty and intensity when Hurricane Rita followed Katrina, slamming
into the already battered Gulf region.

The rabbi visited the evacuees in Houston's Astrodome a few days after his appointment and,
together with our regional director and chapter president, met with city officials and leaders of
the New Orleans Jewish community who had fled Katrina. In addition, I visited the Katrina
evacuees and Houston officials in the days immediately following the first hurricane. Future on-
site visits to the region are planned for later this month.

Our lay leadership and field staff were quickly mobilized and participated in many relief
activities that directly assisted hurricane evacuees in Houston, Dallas, Atlanta and throughout
the region.

Our efforts have been publicly saluted by the White House. President Bush, addressing a
predominantly Jewish audience in Washington, D.C., endorsed the American Jewish Committee
as one of five organizations that should continue to receive donations to help the victims of
Hurricane Katrina.

Now we are looking to the long term, and, as we have done so many times in the past, the
American Jewish Committee is reaching out to our partners within the religious leadership of
the battered communities, as well as to political, civic and other involved officials. Our
intention is to fund a variety of meaningful significant and permanent projects in several



locations along the devastated Gulf coast.

We are actively developing a plan focused on helping to rebuild houses of worship. In this
endeavor, we are working closely with the appropriate Jewish, Christian, and general charities.

The needs are enormous. It is not too late to make a contribution, which you can easily do at
www,ajcx>rg . Thank you again for your support. We shall, of course, keep you informed as our
plans, programs and projects move forward.

Shana Tova.

Sincerely,

David A. Harris


