
Rabbi James Rudin to Head AJC Hurricane Katrina Relief Efforts

September 6, 2005 - New York - Rabbi James Rudin has been appointed the
American Jewish Committee's Emergency Services Director to oversee the
organization's response to the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

"Rabbi Rudin's lifetime experience in intergroup relations - and his deep
reservoirs of compassion and caring - make him uniquely positioned to
coordinate AJC's Hurricane Relief Fund, to help us address the immediate
needs of those directly affected by this catastrophic storm and to identify long-
term reconstruction projects, especially the repair and rebuilding of houses of
worship," said AJC Executive Director David A. Harris.

AJC's Hurricane Katrina Fund already has raised several hundred thousand
dollars, mainly through the group's website at www.ajc.org, The AJC Houston
Chapter has been active in assisting relief efforts for evacuees from the
hurricane who have been brought to the city.

"To meet this extraordinary challenge, all of AJC's resources must be used,
especially the talents and time of our members and professional staff across
America," said Rabbi Rudin. "During its century of existence, AJC has been
deeply involved in human rescue, recovery, reconstruction and rehabilitation. I
am confident this generation will meet the vital test of history that lies before us."

Rabbi Rudin is AJC's senior interreligious affairs adviser. He writes a weekly
column for Religion News Service, previously served for nearly 20 years as
AJC's director of interreligious affairs, and was a U.S. military chaplain.

AJC, which will celebrate its 100th anniversary next year, has a proud tradition of
responding to humanitarian crises. Over the years, AJC has disbursed millions
of dollars in short-term relief efforts and long-term reconstruction projects, both
in the U.S. and overseas, benefiting people of many races, religions and ethnic
backgrounds.

"Each of us is potentially vulnerable to the fury of Mother Nature, irrespective of
where we live, the religion we practice, or the lifestyle we lead," said Harris.
"Today, it is our moral imperative to respond to the needs of our fellow
Americans in the South."

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is a leading national
advocacy organization with 33 offices across the U.S. over 150,000 members
and supporters.


