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AJC to Build Vocational Center in Tsunami Damaged City in India

August 12, 2005 - New York - The American Jewish Committee will
construct a new vocational center in Chennai, a city in Tamil Nadu in
southern India devastated by the tsunami last January.

"We want to contribute to the long-term needs of this multi-ethnic
community," said Priya Tandon, AJC's representative in India. "The
American Jewish Committee Vocational Center will make a long-lasting
impact, strengthening the local community while deepening the special
bonds of American Jews and India."

The groundbreaking ceremony for the vocational center will take place
on Monday, August 15, India's Independence Day. Chennai Mayor MK
Stalin, religious leaders from the Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and Catholic
communities, and AJC representatives will participate.

AJC's Tsunami Relief Fund provided more than $600,000 to relief
organizations tending to the immediate needs of victims in India and Sri
Lanka earlier this year and has now begun to focus on long-term
projects.

The vocational center will house a community hall and three classrooms,
one of which will be equipped for computer training classes while others
will be used for courses in nursing, boat building and English. Also
planned is a women's bank that will be operated by
Chennai fisherwomen to serve their needs.

The 8,000 square foot building will be located minutes away from the
main political institutions in Chennai, including the Chief Minister's
headquarters, offices of Chennai's Mayor and Governor as well as the
Assembly.

AJC has enjoyed a long relationship with India. After an earthquake hit
Gujarat state in 2001, AJC rebuilt a school servicing Hindu and Muslim
students that had been damaged. •



Addressing AJC's Annual Meeting in 2003 in Washington, D.C., Indian
National Security Advisor Shri Brajesh Mishra praised the pioneering
work of AJC in international diplomacy and in providing humanitarian
assistance.


