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Dear American Jewish Committee Friend,

I would like to give you a new status report on our Tsunami Relief Fund.
As of this afternoon, we have received over $700,000 in donations and more contributions,
both in the mail and on-line, keep coming in.

It is truly overwhelming to see such an outpouring of compassion and humanity from the AJC
family and, in a number of cases, from donors entirely new to us, some from as far away as
Denmark. The gifts have ranged from $100,000 to $8.56, the latter from a young child who
gathered up whatever coins and bills he could find.

We have developed a formula for disbursing the money, bearing in mind that 100 percent of the
funds received will be allocated and all administrative costs will be absorbed by us.

Half the money is being given out as soon as we can process it to assist in the relief efforts.

Of that portion, approximately half is going to Israeli volunteer organizations on the ground in
the affected countries who are doing, by all accounts, an extraordinary, though minimally
publicized, job of assistance. The other half is being given to a number of disaster-relief
agencies, including Joint Distribution Committee, American Jewish World Service, Catholic
Relief Service, and Church World Service, as well as to South Asian relief groups based in the
region and involved local Asian community groups here in the United States.

We see this as an opportunity, borne out of unspeakable tragedy, to further strength our ties
with countries in the region, including India and Thailand, and to develop closer links with
South Asian religious and ethnic communities here in our country by demonstrating our
concern and concrete involvement.

I should add a word about Indonesia and Sri Lanka, because there has been much discussion
about both countries and their attitudes toward Israel in this process.

In the case of Sri Lanka, relations with Israel are good and there is much Israeli aid flowing,
notwithstanding the early troubling reports.
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Indonesia, by contrast with Sri Lanka, does not have official diplomatic links with Israel, but
since the tsunami, Israeli offers of assistance have been accepted and an El Al jetliner has
already landed in the country with supplies. Israel sees this as an occasion to break down the
barriers that have existed with the nation that has the world's largest Muslim population. We
are eager to help Israel in this regard, all the more so as we have been to Indonesia and have
had extensive contacts with Indonesian diplomats here.

The other half of the funds we've collected are being held for rebuilding projects. We are
looking carefully at various possibilities to be involved in the reconstruction of schools and
health centers, which would follow a longstanding AJC tradition.

In addition, I'm pleased that AJC chapter offices around the country have taken a leadership
role in organizing community-wide memorial events that have included U.S. government
officials, South Asian diplomats, South Asian religious and ethnic leaders, and members of the
Jewish community. Our international and intergroup links, developed over many years, have
made this possible.

In closing, I would once again like to thank all those who have given so generously to the AJC
Tsunami Relief Fund, and I'd like to encourage those who haven't to consider doing so via our
Web site (www.ajc.org) or by sending a check to: AJC Tsunami Relief Fund, 165 East 56th
Street, Eighth Floor, New York, NY 10022.
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