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Readers of Gary Rosenblatt's "Bringing Russian Jews Into The Fold" (Dec. 9) might have the
impression that American Jewry is only now waking up to the challenge of integrating Russian-speaking
Jews living here in our midst. Not so.

In 1996, a group of Russian Jews in New York visited the American Jewish Committee. They had a
dream. They wanted to build bridges between their community and the established Jewish
organizations. Their focus was not on resettlement, but rather integration into the fabric of Jewish
communal life. Their fear was that absent intervention, Russian-speaking Jews could be lost to the
community. To our surprise, they said they had visited several other agencies, all of which politely
refused their request for one reason or another.

We embraced them, and in 1997 we established the Russian Jewish Leadership Program. The
centerpiece is a 10-week program to provide Russian-speaking Jews with the tools to organize
themselves and to understand the structure of American Jewry. As part of the program, some
participants have had the chance to travel to Washington to study techniques of political advocacy, as
well as to Israel to better grasp current political issues and the nature of the relationship between Israel
and American Jews.

Hundreds of Russian-speaking Jews have graduated from the program, which began in New York and
has expanded to Boston and Chicago, with other communities expressing interest in joining. These
graduates have emerged as leaders of new groups, such as Russian American Jews for Israel, and as
interlocutors for American Jewish organizations.

Now going one step further, we are planning the first national conference on Russian Jewish integration
in the U.S., to take place May 6-7 in Washington. For information, contact Dr. Sam Kliger,
AJCommittee's director of Russian Jewish Affairs, at kligers@aic.org .
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