
AJC's First Coordinator
of Russian Jewish Affairs
Jewish emigration from the Soviet Union had
reached a low point in 1984, nearing zero.
Jewish activists languished throughout the
notorious Gulag. It was in that year that
Muscovite Sam Kliger received a piece of
contraband carried into Russia by an Ameri-
can Jew: a copy of AJC's 1983 American Jew-
ish Year Book.

"The Year Book came as a tremendous gift," says Kligcr,
AJC's newly appointed coordinator of Russian Jewish affairs.
"At the time, I had no knowledge of AJC and little under-
standing of the extent and vitality of organized Jewish life in
the free world. The Year Book, which I keep as a proud posses-
sion, gave me the understanding I needed, and in turn gave me
hope that help would come to the Jews of the Soviet Union."

Kliger had been involved for years in the Soviet Jewish un-
derground. For teaching Judaism, Jewish history, and Zionism,
and for working on behalf of human rights, he had been inter-
rogated. His apartment had been searched and his siddur and
tefillin seized. His son had been harassed, and his job had been
taken from him the same day he applied for a visa to Israel.

In 1990, he fled the Soviet Union and defected to the Unit-
ed States. Before long, he went to work on resettlement and
acculturation issues for the New York Association of New
Americans (NYANA). Among many other volunteer posts,
most with grassroots organizations, he currently serves as a
presidium member of the World Congress of Russian Jewry.

"Sam brings a wealth of knowledge, experience, and talent
to the job," declared AJC executive director David A. Harris.
"I Iis expertise will greatly benefit our continuing effort to en-
sure that this sizable community of Jews is a vital part of
American Jewish life."

Kliger's appointment is a natural outgrowth of AJC's inno-
vative outreach to the communities of Jews from the former
Soviet Union across the U.S. AJC's six-year-old Russian Jew-
ish Leadership Program, based in New York, trains leaders of
the Russian Jewish community in a host of advocacy skills.

One of Kliger's main responsibilities will be to supervise the
Leadership Program and expand it to other U.S. cities with a
significant Russian Jewish population. He will also develop
AJC cooperation with Jews in the former Soviet republics, Is-
rael, and Germany.

The Soviet nightmare has now ended, and the "Jews of Si-
lence" have emigrated by the millions to Israel and America.
AJC is working to ensure that as Jews and Americans those
who have come to these shores have a voice, and that no ves-
tige of their silence remains.


