
Dear AJC Staff,

My name is Sam Kliger (please call me Sam). I have just started to work for the AJC as
Coordinator of the Russian Jewish Affairs Project, and needless to say, I am excited and
enthusiastic about this brand new job.

David Harris introduced me in his letter to you, and I am grateful for that. I am deeply
thankful to the American Jewish Committee leadership for understanding the importance
of a growing Russian Jewish community and for making a strategic decision to open a
new dimension at the AJC that deals with the issue(s) of Russian Jews. And I am happy
that I was given the opportunity to start this new endeavor here.

Since the collapse of the Former Soviet Union, Russian Jews are now spread all over the
world, forming a unique universe, heterogeneous in itself. They struggle for a new
identity, they desire to help Israel, and they are looking for ways to be partners with their
Jewish brethren in the hosting communities and to integrate socially and Jewishly.

David Harris said at one of the workshops of the New York leadership Training Program
for Russian Jews that the American Jewish community did only half the job by helping
Soviet Jews to obtain freedom; the second half is to help them to be an integral part of
American Jewry. And I am glad that I will be a part of this job.

I know many of you from your deeply appreciated efforts to make the Leadership
Program for Russian Jews here in New York for the past 6 years a success. I met many
of you last week in Washington, D.C., at the AJC Annual Meeting. And I am proud to
become a part of the exceptional staff of this exceptional Jewish organization.

Thank you all for welcoming me, and I look forward to a productive working relationship
with you.

Sam Kliger


