
AJC Appoints First Project Coordinator of Russian Jewish Affairs

NEW YORK, May 19, 2003.... The American Jewish Committee announced today the appointment of Dr. Sam Kliger to be AJC's
Coordinator of Russian Jewish Affairs. The new position reflects AJC's commitment to active outreach to the sizable communities
of Jews from the former Soviet Union.

"Sam brings a wealth of knowledge, experience, and talent that will benefit our continuing effort to ensure that the sizable
community of Jews from the former Soviet Union is a vital part of American Jewish life," said AJC Executive Director David A.
Harris, whose personal involvement with Soviet Jewry spans 30 years.

Kliger, a former refusenik in the USSR who immigrated to the U.S. in 1990, and has since become a leader in the Russian
Jewish community in New York, will be AJC's primary link with the large Russian-speaking Jewish community in the U.S. He will
serve as a resource for developing ties in Israel, Germany, and other countries where Jews from the former Soviet Union have
settled, as well as with the existing communities in the former Soviet republics.

"The American Jewish Committee's pioneering outreach efforts to the Russian Jewish community in the U.S. have made
an indelible impact on the involvement of my community in American Jewish life," said Kliger. "I am proud and enthusiastic to join
the staff of this exceptional organization."

Kliger's appointment is a natural outgrowth of AJC's innovative outreach to the communities of Jews from the former
Soviet Union across the U.S. AJC's six-year old Russian Jewish Leadership Program, trains current and potential leaders of the
Russian Jewish community in advocacy for Israel, leadership skills, and building coalitions with other ethnic communities.

One of Kliger's main responsibilities will be to supervise the Leadership Program and to gradually expand it to other U.S.
cities where there is a significant Russian Jewish population. He will establish and develop AJC cooperation with the former Soviet
republics, especially in Russia and Ukraine. Kliger will also work with Russian-language media in the U.S. and in Israel, as well as
media based in Russia.

Kliger worked for many years at the New York Association for New Americans on resettlement and acculturation issues, is
a Presidium Member of the World Congress of Russian Jewry, and serves as a Board member and officer of many Russian-
Jewish grassroots organizations.

In 2000, AJC released a survey of Russian Jewish immigrants, conducted by Kliger in his role as chairman of the
Research Institute for New Americans. The survey, "Russian Jewish Immigrants in New York City: Status, Identity and
Integration," painted a broad picture of a community now totaling 400,000 people that is successfully integrating into American
society. The study is available at www.ajc.prg

## #

05/20/2003


