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UNDATED -- It is a familiar scene on TV: the United Nations Security Council
meets to confront a global crisis. Representatives from 15 nations sit in a
semi-circle using earphones for simultaneous translations of the proceedings.
The 15 raise their hands to vote on resolutions that sometimes mandate the use
of armed force in one of the world's trouble spots.

Five nations -- the United States, Russia, Great Britain, China, and France
-- are permanent members. The other 10 rotate, serving two-year terms. The 10
non-permanent members are nominated by five regional groups - Africa, Asia,
Latin America, Eastern Europe, and the so-called WEOG, for West European and
Others group.

It is an orderly and democratic arrangement that will eventually provide
every U.N. member a coveted seat on the Security Council.

Well, almost every member.
There are 185 United Nations members, and 184 are eligible for membership in

one of the five regional groups. The sole exception to this otherwise universal
rule is Israel. By belonging to a regional group, every U.N. member has the
opportunity to sit on the Security Council except for one country that does not
belong to any group: Israel, which was admitted to U.N. membership in 1949. Only
Israel of the world body's 185 countries remains the perpetual wanderer.

By geography, Israel's natural regional group is Asia. But the entry of
Israel has been consistently blocked by a coalition of Arab and Muslim
countries. Because of this unyielding policy, it is unlikely Israel will soon



Buteven within the friendly confines of WEOG, there is resistance to
Is rL membership Opponents include Spain, Portugal, Italy Greece, and

effort but some positive results are already visible.
i « t March UN Secretary General Kofi Anan publicly spoke of the

of the family of nations.
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