
South Africa

National Affairs

O O M E PROGRESS WAS MADE in 1992 in the move to create a new,
democratic South Africa, though there were still wide gaps between the positions
of the major players. In March President F.W. de Klerk held "the last exclusively
white referendum," in which white voters were asked whether they supported the
reform process initiated by the state president in 1990, and its culmination in a new
negotiated constitution. An overwhelming 69 percent of whites voted in favor,
mandating the government to enter into binding agreements with its negotiating
partners. The negotiations, however, did not go smoothly: in the spring two major
parties, the (Zulu) Inkatha Freedom party and the African National Congress
(ANC) and its allies, withdrew from talks. At the end of September, the government
and the ANC signed a "Record of Undertaking" and agreed to resume multiparty
talks at a later date. In October De Klerk undertook to hold a nonracial general
election within two years.

In the international arena, the demise of apartheid was rewarded by ending South
Africa's isolation. More foreign governments, including the European Community,
lifted economic sanctions, and South African exports increased significantly. During
the first nine months of 1992, the trade surplus was 17 percent higher than in the
previous year. On the political front, South African leaders were invited to address
the United Nations in July; between January and August, 24 missions were estab-
lished in countries previously hostile to South Africa; prominent foreign personali-
ties as well as representatives of governments and international bodies visited the
country; and South African leaders traveled widely. In sports, too, South Africans
were once again participating in international competitions.

However, life in South Africa was difficult: violence and the fear of violence
seriously affected the quality of life and sense of security of all sections of the
population, while the continued economic recession meant not only more unem-
ployed, but also greater difficulty in making ends meet for those who were employed.
In general, the feeling of uncertainty and trepidation about the future, already
evident in 1991, continued to be a primary concern for many, especially white South
Africans. Despite this, emigration remained more or less at the same level as in
1991—around 4,000. Immigration, however, dropped dramatically, from over
12,000 to 7,500 in the same period.
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Israel and the Middle East

A visit to South Africa at the beginning of the year by the U.S. government's
assistant secretary of state for Africa, Herman Cohen, once again projected Israeli-
South African military cooperation into the news. Cohen asserted publicly that
South Africa had received major components of a rocket system from Israel and
called for an end to this cooperation as a condition for removal of U.S. sanctions
against the South African arms industry, Armscor. When the South Africans re-
fused, President George Bush granted the waiver anyway. At about the same time,
however, the U.S. government prevented Armscor from closing a multimillion-rand
deal to supply Saudi Arabia.

The good relations between the South African government and Israel had been
given concrete expression in the November 1991 visit to Israel by President de
Klerk. In February 1992 a senior foreign ministry delegation from Israel recip-
rocated with a visit to Pretoria. In October the Israeli ambassador to South Africa,
Zvi Gov-Ari, was awarded the Order of Good Hope, the highest decoration that can
be conferred on a foreigner. It was given in recognition of the ambassador's contri-
bution to promoting South African-Israeli relations. The ceremony followed the
signing of agreements between the two countries in the fields of tourism, culture,
science, education, agriculture, environmental management, trade, and industry.

Nelson Mandela, president of the African National Congress, once again stated
his basic attitude to Israel and the Jews. According to a report in the Cape Town
Weekend Argus (March 21, 1992), he emphasized that the ANC recognized the
State of Israel and was mindful of the contribution made by Jews to the struggle
for freedom in South Africa. He pointed out, at the same time, that Libya's Muam-
mar Qaddafi and Cuba's Fidel Castro had been loyal friends, and said that he would
not abandon them because the struggle to end apartheid was nearing its end.

Serious anti-Israel demonstrations by Muslims were reported on only two occa-
sions: at a ceremony attended by the Israeli ambassador in Cape Town in February
and at a solidarity meeting for Bosnian Muslims in October. In the first incident,
12 youths were arrested for yelling death threats, while in the second, American and
Israeli flags were burned.

Toward the end of the year, Ambassador Gov-Ari was replaced by Dr. Alon Liel,
who had headed the Africa desk under Shimon Peres during the "rotation" govern-
ment of national unity.

Anti-Semitism

There were few reports of anti-Semitic incidents during the year. Two youths were
caught in a cemetery near Johannesburg pushing over and breaking tombstones. In
October anti-Semitic attacks on medical students at the University of the Witwaters-
rand were reported. These included defacing the posters of the South African Union
of Jewish Students with "Heil Hitler" and crude anti-Semitic jokes. In addition,
some students found swastikas on their lockers. In December the historic Kimberley
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synagogue was vandalized and defaced with Nazi-like graffiti.
A potentially serious incident occurred in neighboring Zimbabwe when President

Robert Mugabe, in an attack on white farmers who were opposed to the nationaliza-
tion of their land, said that commercial farmers were "hard-hearted people; you
would think they are Jews." The local Jewish Board of Deputies reacted strongly
and demanded an urgent meeting with the president. At this meeting, they accepted
Mugabe's explanation that his remark was not meant as a slur. He had, he said,
intended to compare the farmers' actions with Israeli policies in denying Palestini-
ans a homeland. "That is the concept I used and it had nothing to do with Jews
in Zimbabwe or the Jews elsewhere." He added that the world hoped for better from
Israel's new government.

J E W I S H C O M M U N I T Y

Demography

The 1991 population census results, published in December 1992, showed that
there were 31 million people living in South Africa and a further 6.8 million in the
"independent" black homelands of Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda, and Ciskei.
Excluding the four homelands, blacks constituted 69.9 percent of South Africa's
population, whites 16.3 percent, coloreds 10.6 percent, and Asians 3.2 percent.

Unfortunately, 20 percent of whites in the 1991 census, as compared with 4
percent in 1980, did not answer the question on religion. This means that the count
of 65,000 Jews is a serious underrepresentation. Two estimates of the Jewish popula-
tion are, therefore, suggested. The first is based on a weighting of the census results,
while the second is derived from a variety of sources, including the 1991 Socio-
demographic Survey of the South African Jewish Population. According to these
estimates, there were between 92,000 and 106,000 Jews in 1991. Taking 100,000 as
a convenient single estimate, Jews constituted 0.3 percent of the total population and
2.0 percent of whites—significantly lower than in 1980, when the proportions were
0.5 percent and 2.6 percent, respectively.

It is difficult to estimate the number of Jews in 1992, but it is almost certain that
there was some decline in numbers. In the first place, the net loss of approximately
9,000 mostly young and early middle-aged Jews through international migration
since 1980 had accentuated the aging profile of the community. Secondly, if the ratio
of emigration to Israel as compared to other countries was the same in 1992 as it
had been between 1980 and 1991, then it may be estimated that just over 1,100
emigrated in that year. Thirdly, if patterns of Jewish immigration to South Africa
resembled those of immigration generally, then only a very small and insignificant
number would have arrived. Nevertheless, there was no sense of the large-scale
exodus of the late 1970s or mid-1980s. Without suggesting any figure for 1992, it
is highly probable that deaths exceeded births, and that there was a net loss through
emigration of around 1,000 people.
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Communal Affairs

Community leaders continued to emphasize in their statements and reports to the
community that Jews had no reason for special anxiety. Thus, while they were
watchful of anti-Israel and anti-Semitic manifestations, they insisted that there was
no cause for alarm. Leaders had also broadened their contacts with the ANC and
other political groups and met with senior officials on a regular basis. Communal
organizations took pains to identify strongly and positively with the democratization
process. Thus, for example, following the March referendum, the chairman of the
South African Jewish Board of Deputies (SAJBOD), Mervyn Smith, said: "It is a
vote for a positive future for all in South Africa. The President has now been given
a clear mandate to continue with meaningful negotiations." He reaffirmed the
board's commitment to the reform process and to the new South Africa. In a similar
vein, later in the year, the South African Rabbinical Conference resolved that it was
"fully committed to the ultimate achievement of a new South Africa based on
freedom, democracy and equal opportunity for all its people."

Individual Jews appeared to be responding to events in South Africa in much the
same ways as other South African whites of similar socioeconomic class. At the
same time, while there was no sense of large-scale emigration of Jews, there did seem
to be a steady exodus, particularly of young, skilled adults.

An incident reflecting the change in official Jewish attitudes was a pamphlet
distributed by the South African Union of Jewish Students (SAUJS) at an end-of-
year Israel United Appeal-United Communal Fund conference. The pamphlet
carried the much-publicized photograph of Mandela embracing Arafat. But the
accompanying message was positive: "When some people saw this picture," it read,
"they were shocked and threw their hands up in horror and despair. . . . " The
pamphlet went on to explain that SAUJS had accepted the responsibility of educat-
ing the emerging leadership about the Middle East and to this end had arranged for
the first official ANC delegation to visit Israel in January 1993.

A much appreciated gesture of goodwill was an unsolicited Passover message
from Nelson Mandela, in which he said that the ANC recognized "the particularly
outstanding contribution that the South African Jewish community has made in the
struggle for freedom and social justice." SAJBOD chairman Smith promptly
thanked Mandela on behalf of the Jewish community. At the end of the year, ANC
leaders assured an American Jewish fact-finding mission of opposition to anti-
Semitism from all the major players in South Africa's transition to democracy.

In view of the changing political circumstances, the SAJBOD was engaged in
proactive strategic planning to ensure that the community was adequately prepared
to meet future challenges. Prof. Harold Rudolph, outgoing chairman of the Trans-
vaal Council of the SAJBOD, suggested that the time had come to "rationalize the
various activities currently in operation in the Jewish community." The Transvaal
Council proposed that negotiations be undertaken between the two premier organi-
zations—the SAJBOD and the South African Zionist Federation (SAZF)—-to con-
sider the viability of merging. In explaining the need for such a merger, Rudolph
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posed the following question: "If the PLO were to establish an embassy in the near
future, is that an issue for the Board of Deputies or the Zionist Federation?"

Three subcommittees were established by the Board of Deputies to address wel-
fare, religion, and educational issues. Welfare assumed increased importance be-
cause of the immigration of Russian Jews to South Africa. Between January and
June 1992, 157 Russian families were registered with either the Jewish Family and
Community Council or Chabad House. To meet the increasing needs, a new welfare
campaign was established in the Cape Province to run parallel to that of the Israel
United Appeal-United Communal Fund (IUA-UCF) campaign. In Johannesburg
the hevra kadisha launched a massive fund-raising campaign—the first in its 104-
year history. A new program, Project Tachlis, under the auspices of the SAJBOD,
joined forces with Operation Snowball, a campaign organized by the Johannesburg
Star to collect blankets for the needy.

Intensive efforts to establish dialogue both with the wider community and within
the Jewish community continued under the auspices of the SAJBOD. ANC secre-
tary-general Cyril Ramaphosa was a guest speaker at a national executive meeting
of the SAJBOD and also addressed the Jerusalem Club of the IUA-UCF in Johan-
nesburg.

A number of prominent Jewish visitors were brought to South Africa by SAJ-
BOD. Among them, Israeli musicians Max Stern and Nathan Mishori came as part
of a cultural exchange. Prof. Bernard Reisman of Brandeis University was guest
speaker at a quarterly meeting of the Cape Council of the Board of Deputies.
Prominent speakers addressed the IUA-UCF national conference, among them
Israel Singer, secretary-general of the World Jewish Congress; Ehud Olmert, former
Israeli minister of health; Baruch Gur, head of the Soviet Union and Eastern
European department in the Jewish Agency; and Hirsh Goodman, editor-in-chief
of the Jerusalem Report.

Yitzhak Navon, former president of the State of Israel, took part in the Sephardi
community's commemoration of the 5OOth anniversary of the expulsion of the Jews
from Spain. The renowned American author, Talmud scholar, practicing psychia-
trist, and philosopher Rabbi Abraham J. Twerski was a guest speaker at the first
scholarship dinner of the Torah Academy in Johannesburg.

Israel-Related Activity

A capacity audience of 650 people heard former Israeli prime minister Shimon
Peres officially launch the 1992 IUA-UCF campaign in February. Peres called on
Jews to write a second chapter of the history of Israel together. "Let's try to bring
as many people as we can to Israel—not only to defend our borders but to sustain
our faith."

Shoshana Cardin, chairwoman of the Conference of Presidents of Major Ameri-
can Jewish Organizations, launched the 1992-1993 Women's Zionist Campaign on
the theme "One People, One Destiny." She addressed meetings in major centers and
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was a guest of honor at the Zionist Federation's Israel Independence Day celebra-
tions in Johannesburg. Cardin had high praise for the staunch and solid commit-
ment of the South African Jewish community to the Zionist cause—in her view,
without parallel in any other Diaspora community.

Transvaal Jewish leaders signed the Amanat Yerushalayim (Jerusalem Covenant)
at a ceremony at the Israel embassy on Yom Yerushalayim, to mark 25 years of the
reunification of Jerusalem. Nachman Shai, director-general of Israel National
Radio, was a guest of the SAZF at the Jerusalem Day celebrations.

John Kane-Berman, executive director of the South African Institute for Race
Relations, addressed the South Africa-Israel Chamber of Commerce on "Codesa
and Beyond: The Critical Issues." The group was also addressed by Harry Schwarz,
South African ambassador to the United States. Jerusalem Report editor Hirsh
Goodman and Sid Shapiro, director-general of Telfed, the Israel office of the SAZF,
lectured on current events in Israel.

Education

Mervyn Smith, national chairman of the SAJBOD, told the 23rd National Con-
ference of the South African Board of Jewish Education (SABJE) that the "new"
South Africa would make different demands on Jewish education, such as possible
changes in admissions policy because of government subsidies. Russel Gaddin,
outgoing chairman of the board of education, said the total expenditure on Jewish
education was currently 60 million rands. One of the main areas of concern was the
high number of single-parent families requiring financial assistance. According to
Gaddin, there had been an increased move away from government schools to Jewish
schools in Johannesburg. At present, 60 percent of Jewish children of high-school
age and 63 percent of primary-school age were enrolled in Jewish schools. Gaddin
advocated expanding the board's subsidy program for the 3,500 Jewish children who
received little or no Jewish education.

The B.M. Casper Jewish Education Development Center, named for the late chief
rabbi who served the South African Jewish community for 25 years, was opened in
the Hillel Berelowitz Building at King David School, Linksfield, Johannesburg. In
Cape Town, the Hebrew Academy celebrated its tenth anniversary.

Chabad House, Cape Town, was totally destroyed by a fire that broke out on
Tisha B'av, caused by an electrical fault. All the Torah scrolls were saved.

Religion

At a conference of the Union of Jewish Women (UJW) in Bloemfontein, national
president Miriam Stern called for recognition of the changing needs of women in
society and the need to improve their status. The UJW was a signatory to a
petition—initiated by the International Council of Jewish Women—urging the
removal of "the present, somewhat chauvinistic laws pertaining to Jewish divorce."
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Stern reported that the South African Beth Din appeared to be taking more seriously
some of the difficulties facing women in Jewish law.

Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris set up a special commission to deliberate on matters of
common concern, including ways to impose communal pressure on husbands refus-
ing to give a get, a Jewish divorce decree; standardizing religious practices; guide-
lines on bar mitzvah testing; and improving cooperation among rabbis.

Rabbi S. Zaidin, country community rabbi of SAJBOD, told the biennial Trans-
vaal Council conference that during the last ten years, six synagogues in the Trans-
vaal had been closed. Rural communities, he claimed, felt a sense of isolation.

Publications

Among new works of Jewish interest this year were a poetry anthology, Lost and
Found: A Second Generation Response to the Holocaust, by Solly Kaplinsky, and
Lippy Lipschitz, a biography of the eminent South African sculptor by his daughter,
Tony Lipschitz Caspi. Neville Dubow edited a work on noted South African artist
Irma Stern: Paradise: The Journal and Letters (1917-1933) of Irma Stern.

The Zionist Record established a relationship with the Jerusalem Post allowing
for a number of pages from its international edition to be published in the South
African paper.

Personalia

Mendel Kaplan, chairman of the board of governors of the Jewish Agency and
chairman of the executive of the World Jewish Congress, received an honorary
doctorate from Yeshiva University, New York. Entrepreneurs and philanthropists
Eric Samson and Bertie Lubner received honorary doctorates from Ben-Gurion
University of the Negev. Honorary citizenship of Ofakim, Israel, was granted to
industrialist Isaac Joffe and to Mendel Kaplan.

Dr. Teddy Schneider, prominent communal leader, died in November 1991, aged
86. A widely admired physician, he received numerous international humanitarian
awards for his services to society.

ALLIE A. DUBB

MILTON SHAIN




