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Jewish Fertility in the United States

BIRTHS, deaths and migrations are the basic factors of every human society.
During the 19th century the population growth of the United States

was influenced more by immigration than by the surplus of births over
deaths, but since the cessation of mass migration in the early 1920's the
balance of births over deaths has been the dominant force in the growth of
the American people.1 The Jewish group in the United States has fully
shared in this change and for nearly 40 years now has not been able to rely
on immigration as a prime source of growth. It is the purpose of this report
to examine the natural growth of the Jewish population of the United States
in recent years.

A number of recent nationwide sample surveys make it possible to analyze
the current fertility pattern of the Jewish population, to compare it with
patterns of other groups, and to examine some of the factors responsible for
the specific fertility of the Jewish population. Earlier descriptions and anal-
yses of the natural growth of the Jewish population, while useful and valu-
able, were deficient in three respects: they were confined to local commu-
nities; they were not designed for the measurement of natural growth and
only rarely analyzed it, and they lacked comparability with non-Jewish
groups.

Current Jewish Fertility Pattern

NATURE OF THE DATA

Our description of the current fertility pattern of the Jewish population
is based on the results of a nationwide sample survey by the U.S. Bureau of
the Census in March 1957 of 35,000 households. Some of the statistical data
concerning the religious composition of the American people were pub-
lished by the bureau under the title, "Religion Reported by the Civilian
Population of the United States: March 1957."2 Since survey results are
seriously affected by the way questions are worded and by the nature of the
inquiry, it should be emphasized that the Census Bureau's question was
"What is your religion?" and that answers were voluntary. (Only 1 per cent
of the sample population refused to reply.) The question was designed to
elidt a respondent's religious preference or background, rather than church
or synagogue membership and attendance, or religious belief. Because Jew-

1 In 1896 Francis A. Walker argued that mass immigration was depressing the fertility of the
native population. Actually, immigration produced more population gain than loss: Wilson H.
Grabill et al., The Fertility of American Women (New York, 1958), pp. 103-05.

2 U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 79, Washington,
D.C., February 2, 1958.
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ish self-identification and identification by others is not based solely on re-
ligious adherence to Judaism, but also refers to culture, ancestry, and family
background as well, we may reasonably assume that the Census Bureau's
question was answered in Jewish terms even by persons not religious in any
precise sense.

The Census Bureau's question did not differ from the one customarily
used by Jewish communal agencies. It therefore came as no surprise that the
sample census confirmed the Jewish population in the United States to be
close to 5 million, a figure which had been arrived at independently through
a variety of private surveys.3

AGE DISTRIBUTION

"What is your religion?" was asked only of persons 14 years old and over,
"because some religious groups regard baptized infants as members and
others count only persons who have 'joined' at about 12 to 14 years of age
or older. This difference would undoubtedly affect the replies for persons
under 14."4 However, the sample survey did enumerate the population
under 14 years of age, and a tabulation of this child population by religion
of parents was presented. It was thus possible to obtain a complete picture
of the age composition of the various religious groups. What was published
about the children did not include data on sex, so this writer arbitrarily
assigned one half of the children to either sex. In Table 1 and Figure 1 the
age composition of the Jewish population has been compared with that of
the white Protestant population. Because a separate tabulation for non-
white Roman Catholics was not available, the Roman Catholic figure in-
cludes 774,000 non-whites.

This tabulation reveals that the Jews in the United States did not par-
ticipate in the postwar "baby boom" as much as the Roman Catholics and
Protestants. Children under 14 years of age constituted 27.7 per cent of
Roman Catholics and 26.7 per cent of white Protestants, but only 22.2 per
cent of Jews. Thus, in the 14 years between 1943 and 1957 Jewish fertility
was 80.1 and 83.1 per cent of Catholic and Protestant fertility, respectively.

The child population in Table 1 includes only children living in house-
holds where the parents adhered to a common religion. However, the sample
survey indicated that there were about four million additional children from
religiously mixed marriages. The writer has arbitrarily allocated such chil-
dren to the religion of their mothers and added them to the child popula-
tions of the appropriate religious groups in order to determine whether this
addition effectively changes the relationship between the fertility pattern of
the Jewish population and that of each of the other two groups. From Table
2 and Figure 2 it appears that with inclusion of children from mixed mar-
riages, there is a possibility that the fertility of the Jewish population was
as little as 73.6 per cent of the Roman Catholic and 79.5 per cent of the
white Protestant fertilities between 1943 and 1957.

3 Erich Rosenthal,
Alvin Chenkin^ ''"

4 P a u l C. C h , l i t n u a u i a s c a u u x c i u i i L
Groups," Eugenics Quarterly, March 1960, p. 31.



JEWISH FERTILITY IN THE UNITED STATES

TABLE 1

AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION OF THE JEWISH, WHITE PROTESTANT, AND
ROMAN CATHOLIC CIVILIAN POPULATIONS, MARCH 1957

JEWS

All Ages
65 and over

45-64
35-44
25-34
20-24
14-19

Under 14 »

Total

Number

4,975,000
503,000

1,393,000
729,000
660,000
233,000
350,000

1,107,000

Per Cent

100.0
10.1
28.0
14.6
13.3
4.7
7.0

222

Male

Number

2,414,500
230,000
698,000
337,000
309,000
127,000
160,000
553,500

Per Cent

48.5
4.6

14.0
6.8
6.2
2.6
3.2

11.1

Female

Number

2,560,500
273,000
695,000
392,000
351,000
106,000
190,000
553300

Per Cent

513
5 3

14.0
7.9
7.1
2.1
3.8

11.1

WHITE PROTESTANTS

All Ages
65 and over

45-64
35-44
25-34
20-24
14-19

Under 14 »

93,460,000
9341,000

20,181,000
12,899,000
12,916,000
5,288,000
7,850,000

24,985,000

100.0
10.0
21.6
13.8
13.8
5.7
8.4

26.7

44,812,500
4,124,000
9,611,000
6537,000
6,211,000
2,325,000
3,812,000

12,492,500

47.9
4.4

10.3
6.7
6.6
23
4.1

13.3

48,647300
5,217,000

10,570.000
6,662,000
6,705,000
2,963,000
4,038,000

12,492300

52.1
5.6

11.3
7.1
12.
%2
4.3

13.4

ROMAN CATHOLICS b

All Ages
65 and over

45-64
35-44
25-34
20-24
14-19

Under 14 »

42,426,000
3,059,000
8,266,000
6,407,000
6,555,000
2,675,000
3,707,000

11,757,000

100.0
12

193
15.1
153
6.3
8.7

27.7

20,635300
1,408,000
4,042,000
3,118,000
3,163,000
1,209,000
1,817,000
5,878300

48.6
3.3
9 3
7.3
7 3
2.8
4.3

13.9

21,790,500
1,651,000
4,224,000
3,289,000
3,392,000
1,466,000
1,890,000
5,878,500

51.4
3.9

10.0
7.8
8.0
3 3
4.4

13.8

Source: Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 79, February 2, 1958, p. 7, Table 7,
p. 8, Table 7.

a Children under 14 years old from religiously mixed families are omitted. Children are here
assumed to be evenly divided between boys and girls.

b Including 774,000 nonwhites.
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FIGURE?

ACE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION OF THE JEWISH, WHITE PROTESTANT, AND

ROMAN CATHOLIC CmtMN POPULATIONS, MARCH 1957
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JEWISH FERTILITY IN THE UNITED STATES

TABLE 2

AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION OF THE JEWISH, WHITE PROTESTANT, AND
ROMAN CATHOLIC CIVILIAN POPULATIONS, MARCH 1957

(Including Children of Mixed Marriages)

JEWS

All Ages
65 and over

45-64
35-44
25-34
20-24
14-19

Under 14 »

Total

4,994,000
503,000

1,393,000
729,000
660,000
233,000
350,000

1,126,000 «

Per Cent

100.0
10.1
27.9
14.6
13.2
4.7
7.0

225

Male

Number

2,424,000
230,000
698,000
337,000
309,000
127,000
160,000
563,000

Per Cent

48.5
4.6

14.0
6.7
6.2
2.5
3.2

11.3

Female

Number

2,570,000
273,000
695,000
392,000
351,000
106,000
190,000
563,000

Per Cent

51.4

55
13.9
7.8
7.0
2.1
3.8

113

WHITE PROTESTANTS

All Ages
65 and over

45-64
35-44
25-34
20-24
14-19

Under 14 •

95,448,000

9,341,000
20,181,000
12,899,000
12,916,000
5,288,000
7,850,000

26,973,000 c

100.0
9.8

21.1
135
135
5.5
8.2

28.3

45,806500
4,124,000
9,611,000
6,237,000
6,211,000
2,325,000
3,812,000

13,486,500

48.0
4.3

10.1
6 5
65
2.4
4.0

14.1

49,641500

5517,000
10,570,000
6,662,000
6,705,000
2,963,000
4,038,000

13,486500

52.0
5 5

11.0
7.0
7.0
3.1
42

14.1

ROMAN CATHOLICS d

All Ages
65 and over

45-64
35-44
25-34
20-24
14-19

Under 14 <•

44,185,000
3,059,000
8,266,000
6,407,000
6555,000
2,675,000
3,707,000

13,516,000 •

100.0
6.9

18.7
145
14.8
6.0
8.4

30.6

21,515,000

1,408,000
4,042,000
3,118,000
3,163,000
1,209,000
1,817,000
6,758,000

48.7

3.2
9.1
7.1
7.1
2.7
4.1

15.3

22,670,000
1,651,000
4,224,000
3^89,000
3,392,000
1,466,000
1,890,000
6,758,000

51.3
3.7
9.6
7.4
7.7
3.3
4.3

15.3

Source: Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 79, February 2, 1958, p. 7, Table 4,
p. 8, Table 7.

• The population under 14 years was assumed to be evenly divided between males and females.
b Including 19,000 children from religiously mixed marriages where the wife was Jewish.
e Including 1,988,000 children from religiously mixed marriages where the wife was Protestant.
d Including 774,000 nonwhites.
o Including 1,759,000 children from religiously mixed marriages where the wife was Roman

Catholic.
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FIGURE 2

ACE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION OF THE JEWISH, WHITE PROTESTANT, AND
ROMAN CATHOLIC CIVILIAN POPULATIONS, MARCH 1957

(Including Children of Mixed Marriages)
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While there is no other study available which compares the age distribu-
tion of the three religious groups for the country as a whole, a 1952 sample
survey of New York City, by the Health Insurance Plan of Greater New
York (HIP), found that in New York youths under 15 years of age constituted
23 per cent of the Jewish, 22.2 per cent of the white Protestant, and 27.4 per
cent of the white Catholic populations.5 Comparing these figures with those
in Table 2, we see that the proportions of youth in the Jewish population
of New York City and of the country as a whole are nearly identical, and
of those in the Catholic population very similar. That the proportion of
white Protestant youth is somewhat smaller in New York City than in the
country as a whole is probably due to the greater degree of suburbanization
of white Protestants in 1952.

FERTILITY DIFFERENCES BY RELIGION

The difference in relatives sizes of youth populations is the first indication
that each group has a distinctive fertility pattern. Further and more direct
evidence is provided in Table 3, which relates fertility—measured by the
number of children ever born per 1,000 women ever married—with a religious
affiliation. The evidence is that the differential between the fertility of the
Jewish population and that of the other major denominations was not lim-
ited to the 14 years before 1957 but extends much farther back. For the
childbearing age (15 to 44) the fertility of Jewish wives was 78.8 per cent
of that of (white and nonwhite) Protestant wives and 76.6 per cent of that
of (white and nonwhite) Roman Catholic wives. The age group beyond the
childbearing age (45 years and over) showed a similar pattern: the fertility

TABLE 3
CUMULATIVE FERTILITY RATE OF MAJOR RELICIOUS GROUPS

(NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN PER 1,000 WOMEN EVER MARRIED),
MARCH 1957

Age of
Women

15-44
45 and over

Protestants a

2220
2,753

Roman
Catholics a

2,282
3,056

Jews

1,749
2218

Excess b

P over J

Number

471
535

Per Cent

212
19.4

C over J

Number

533
838

Per Cent

23.4
27.4

Source: Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1958, p. 41, Table 40.
a All races.
b P = Protestant rate; J = Jewish rate; C = Catholic rate.

of Jewish wives was 80.6 and 72.6 per cent, respectively, of those of Protestant
and Roman Catholic wives. Of the two sets of data the set for the completed
fertility period (45 years old and over) is the more significant, since the dif-
ferences recorded for the women still of an age to bear children were influ-
enced by differences in age at marriage, child spacing, and similar factors. The

5 Neva R. Deardorff, "The Religio-Cultural Background of New York City's Population," The
Milbank Memorial Fund Quarterly, April 1955, p. 159.
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most significant fact revealed by Table 3 is that the fertility of the Jewish
women has lagged behind for two generations.

The table also reveals that fertility patterns are not permanent, but are
subject to change over time. Comparing the Jewish with the Protestant
group, we see that the difference in incomplete or current fertility was greater
(21.2 per cent) than in completed fertility (19.4 per cent). The opposite rela-
tionship holds true in a comparison of the Jewish with the Roman Catholic
group, where the difference in current fertility was smaller (23.4 per cent)
than in completed fertility (27.4 per cent).

Further, there are considerable variations of fertility patterns within each
group at a given point in time, as shown in Table 4. Among Protestants,
Baptists are the most fertile group. Their current and completed fertilities
are 6 and 11 per cent, respectively, higher than the average for the country as
a whole. Lutherans and Presbyterians are the least fertile Protestant groups
recorded. The completed fertility of the Presbyterians is 1 per cent below
that of the Jews. The above-average fertility of the Baptists has been at-
tributed to two factors: the first, that about one-third of the Baptists are

TABLE 4

CUMULATIVE FERTILITY RATE (NUMBER OF CHILDREN
EVER BORN PER 1,000 WOMEN EVER MARRIED),

BY RELIGION REPORTED, MARCH 1957

Ratio to Total

Religion

Total
Jewish
Roman Catholic
Protestant

Baptist
Lutheran
Methodist
Presbyterian
Other Protestant

Other, none, and not
reported

15 to 44

2,218

1,749
2,282
2,220
2,359
2,013
2,155
2,001
2,237

2,069

45 and Over

2,798
2,218
3,056
2,753
3,275
2,382
2,638
2,188
2,702

2,674

15 to 44

1.00
.79

1.03
1.00
1.06

.91

.97

.90
1.01

.93

45 and Over

1.00
.79

1.09
.98

1.11
.85
.94
.78
.97

.96

Source: Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1958, p. 41, Table 40.

Negroes, whose fertility is considerably higher than that of whites, and the
second, that a large number of white Baptists are rural. By contrast, the low
fertility of the Presbyterians has been attributed to urban residence, com-
bined with a high level of education, occupation, and income.6

That the Jewish fertility rate is shared or approached by one or two Protes-
tant denominations is a first indication that there may be nothing "in-
herently Jewish" about it.

6 Donald J. Bogue, The Pob^Uttion of the United States (Glencoe, 111., 19S9), pp. 696-97.
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The relatively low level of Jewish fertility in the United States has been
observed before, though in a fragmentary manner. Goldberg's findings were
limited to the fertility of married women who reported Yiddish as their
mother tongue in the 1940 census.7 More recently for 13 communities sur-
veyed between 1947 and 1950, Seligman found that in each the fertility of
the Jewish population was lower than that of the total white population.8

Social Determinants

It has been known for a long time that different social groups have dif-
ferent fertilities. Size of community (degree of urbanization), home owner-
ship, education, occupation, and income have been found to be key factors.
The evidence indicates that racial, ethnic, and religious factors are of sec-
ondary importance. Within any religious, ethnic, or racial group there is
considerable variation in fertility, depending upon place of residence, home
ownership, education, occupation, and income. Conversely, members of
different religious groups who are alike in residence, education, occupation,
and income display a virtually identical pattern of fertility. The latter forces
must therefore be regarded as the basic determinants of variations in fer-
tility.9

RESIDENCE

Urban-rural difference in fertility is among the oldest and best-known of
demographic phenomena. The main reasons for the difference are most
likely to be found in the greater financial cost and physical difficulty of
raising children in an urban environment.10 In the United States urban
fertility seems to have been two-thirds of rural fertility as early as 1810. By
1940 urban fertility had dropped to 56 per cent of the rural rate, but it
rose to 71 per cent in 1950.11

"Urban" refers to places with a population of only 2,500 as well as to
cities with more than a million. Within the urban category, the larger the
size of a community, the lower the fertility. This inverse relationship was last
observed for the United States in the 1950 population census, which found
that the fertility ratio in cities with more than three million inhabitants was
only 85 per cent of that in cities with fewer than 250.000.12

In these respects, the most outstanding characteristic of the Jewish popu-
lation and the one that distinguishes it most from the other major religious
groups is its heavy concentration in cities. Table 5 reveals that in 1957, 96.1
per cent of the Jews resided in cities, as compared with 78.8 per cent of the
Roman Catholics and 55.2 per cent of the white Protestants. Furthermore,

7 For a detailed analysis of these data and a summary of findings from Jewish community
studies conducted in the thirties see Nathan Goldberg, "Jewish Population in America," Jewish
Review (published by the Jewish Teacher's Seminary and People's University, New York),
December 1948, pp. 30-55.

8 Ben B. Seligman, "Some Aspects of Jewish Demography," in Marshall Sklare, ed., The
Jews (Glencoe, 111., 1958), p. 67.

9 P. K. Whelpton and C. V. Kiser, Social and Psychological Factors Affecting Fertility (New
York. 1945), Vol. I, passim.

10 Wilson H. Grabill et al., op. cit., p. 83.
11 Ibid., pp. 16-17.
12 Ibid., p. 89.
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Jews are concentrated in the larger cities, 87.4 per cent living in "urbanized
areas" of 250,000 or more persons, as compared with 53.9 per cent of the
Roman Catholics and 24.5 per cent of the white Protestants.13 Even this

TABLE 5

URBAN-RURAL RESIDENCE OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OLD AND OVER,

BY RELIGION REPORTED FOR THE CIVILIAN POPULATION,

MARCH 1957

{Per Cent)

Residence

United States

Total Urban
Urbanized areas of

250,000 or more
Other urban

Rural nonfarm
Rural farm

Total
Population

100.0

63.9

36.6
27.3
24.4
11.7

White
Protestants

100.0

55.2

24.5
30.7
30.1
14.7

Roman
Catholics

100.0

78.8

53.9
24.9
15.8
5.4

Jews

100.0

96.1

87.4
8.7
3.6
02

Source: Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 79, February 2, 1958, p. 7, Table 3.

fails to indicate fully the degree of Jewish urbanization. Further analysis, as
in Table 6, leads to the conclusion that at least 86.6 per cent of all Jews in
the United States actually reside in urbanized areas with 750,000 or more
inhabitants. This conclusion is supported by independent surveys by the
National Opinion Research Center, in 1953 and 1955, which found that 84
per cent of the Jews of the United States live in "standard metropolitan
areas" with a population of a million or more.14 What is more, 52.3 per cent
reside in the largest urban agglomeration, the New York area, and 65.8
per cent live in urbanized areas with more than three million residents
(Table 6).

Other things being equal, one should reasonably expect that the fertility
of the Jewish population as a whole would be closer to that prevailing among
all whites in large cities than to any other. This expectation is borne out.
Part A of Table 7 shows that Jewish fertility is, indeed, closer to the urban
white than to the other three fertilities. While the current Jewish rate is

•» Mwn^nn "?..•• 9 b e e n d e f i n ? d ," follows: E a c h urbanized area contains at least one
city with 50,000 inhabitants or more in 1940 or according to a special census taken since 1940
Each urbanized area also includes the surrounding closely settled incorporated places and unin-
corporated areas that comprise its urban fringe. The boundaries of these fringe areas were estab-
lished to conform as nearly as possible to the actual boundaries of thickly settled territory
usually characterized by a closely spaced street pattern" (1950 Census of Population • Vol I V
Special Reports, Part S, Chapter A, "Characteristics by Size of Place " p 6)

HBogue, op cit., pp. 699-700. Standard metropolitan areas are larger than urbanized areas.
J ? ? n £ r a l u r b / n ' « d a r e a s ^ P r e s e n t A h e ' h ' c k l y s e t t l e d c o f t d d li

p , pp 0 S a d a r d p a e larger than urbanized areas.
£ > u r b / n ' « d , a , r . e a s ^P,res

T
eTntAhe 'h'ckly settled core of standard metropolitan areas

( Census of Population: Vol. II, Characteristics of the Population, Part 1 "United States
Summary," p. 28).
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11 points lower and the completed rate 10 points lower than the respective
urban white rates, they are both 21 points below those of the nation as
a whole.

TABLE 6

RANK OF URBANIZED AREAS ACCORDING TO POPULATION, 1950,
AND ESTIMATED JEWISH POPULATION, 1958

Rank

1

2
3
4
5
6
7

8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

Area

New York-
Northeastern
New Jersey
Chicago
Los Angeles
Philadelphia
Detroit
Boston
San Francisco-
Oakland
Pittsburgh
St. Louis
Cleveland
Washington
Baltimore
Minneapolis
Milwaukee
Cincinnati

Total Popula-
tion, 1950
Number*

12,296,117
4,920,816
3,996,946
2,922,470
2,659,398
2,233,448

2,022,078
1,532,953
1,400,058
1,383,581
1,287,333
1,161,852

985,101
829,495
813,292

Estimated Jewish Population

1958

Number*

2,600,000 c
282,000 a
390,000 <i
330,500 <*

75,000
150,000

55,000
47,000
57,500
88,000
80,900 d
80,000
20,000
30,000
25,000

Cumulative
Ratio to Total

(Per Cent)

52.3
57.9
65.8
72.4
73.9
76.9

78.0
79.0
80.1
81.9
83.5
85.1
85.5
86.1
86.6

a 1950 Census of Population: Vol. II, Characteristics of the Population, Part I, "United States
Summary," pp. 1-29.

bAjYB, 19S9 (Vol. 60), pp. 13-17. The figures refer to the population in central cities (i.e.,
exclusive of suburbs) unless otherwise indicated.

c Refers to the New York Metropolitan Area and is taken from Henry Cohn, Jewish Popula-
tion Trends in New York City, 1940-1970 (New York: Federation of Jewish Philanthropies,
1956).

d Refers to the metropolitan area.

Part B of Table 7 shows that with increasing intensity of urbanization the
fertility rate declines progressively, but that the current Jewish fertility
is 6 points below the rate that prevails in even the most intensively
urbanized areas. Since about half of the Jews of the United States live in the
New York area, which in 1950 had a population of over 12 million, and
two-thirds live in urbanized areas of 3 million and more, one can justify the
conclusion that residence is the most significant factor in the low Jewish
fertility. Other factors are examined below.
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TABLE 7

CUMULATIVE FERTILITY RATE (NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN
PER 1,000 WOMEN EVER MARRIED; BY TYPE OF COMMUNITY,

YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED, AND LABOR-FORCE STATUS
COMPARED WITH NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN PER 1,000

JEWISH WOMEN EVER MARRIED, MARCH 1957

C*hn.Yfift£Yistic

A. Type of Community
Total

Rural farm
Rural nonfarm
Urban
Urban white

Jews (urban and rural)

B. Type of Urban Community
Total Urban

In urbanized areas
Areas of 250,000 to 1,000,000
Areas of 1,000,000 to 3,000,000
Areas of 3,000,000 or more

Jews (urban and rural)

C. Years of School Completed
Total Urban

High School: 1 to 3 years
4 years

College: 1 to 3 years
4 years or more

D. Labor-force Status
(Married, Husbands Present)

Urban
Wife in labor force
Wife not in labor force

Unstandardized
Cumulative

Fertility

15 to 44

2,218
3,009
2,356
2,035
2,007

1,749

2,035
1,990
1,993
1,981
1,877

1,749

2,035
2,164
1,857
1,748
1,746

2,057
1580
2291

Rate*

45 and
Over

2,798
3,910
3,069
2,514
2,494

2,218

2,514
2,386
2,410
2,367
2228

2218

2314
2280
1,923
1,865
1,498

2,375
1,950
2,544

Ratio

15 to 44

1.00
1.35
1.06
.92
.90

.79

1.00
.98
.98
.97
.92

.86

1.00
1.06

.91

.86

.86

1.00
.77

1.11

45 and
Over

1.00
1.40
1.10

.90

.89

.79

1.00
.95
.96
.94
.89

.88

1.00
.91
.76
.74
.60

1.00
.82

1.07

Source: Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 84, August 8, 1958.

the unstandardized rates were used here.

reduce "the
source above, pp.

standardization,
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EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF WOMEN

The relationship of women's education to fertility is twofold: while pro-
longed education depresses women's fertility very considerably, the gains in
fertility since 1940 have been most pronounced among women of the highest
educational attainment. As shown in Table 8, the fertility of women college
graduates was only about half of the fertility of all American women. This
was true for the United States as a whole in 1940, 1950, and probably in
1957.15 It will also be seen from Table 8, however, that the fertility of urban
college graduates rose from 52 per cent of the fertility of all urban white
women in 1940 to 61 per cent in 1950,16 and from Part C of Table 7 that
the gain continued in 1957 for women of childbearing age. While for women
past the childbearing age (45 and over) the inverse relationship between
fertility and education was as clear in 1957 as in 1950 and 1940, for women
of childbearing age (15 to 44) the inverse relationship became blurred.

TABLE 8
STANDARDIZED NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN PER 1,000

WHITE WOMEN EVER MARRIED 15 TO 49 YEARS OLD, BY YEARS
OF SCHOOL COMPLETED, TOTAL POPULATION COMPARED WITH URBAN,

1940 AND 1950
1940

Years of School Completed

None or elementary
High school, 1-3 years
High school, 4 years
College, 1-3 years
College, 4 and more years

Nationwide
Number

2,521
1,925
1,460
1,365
1,145

Ratio

1.00
.76
.58
.54
.45

Urban

Number

2,042
1,648
1,304
1,225
1,064

Ratio

1.00
.81
.64
.60
.52

1950

Years of School Completed

None or elementary
High school, 1-3 years
High school, 4 years
College, 1-3 years
College, 4 and more years

Nationwide

Number

2,421
1,948
1,569
1,479
1,296

Ratio

1.00
.80
.65
.61
.53

Urban

Number

2,065
1,774
1,461
1,385
1,262

Ratio

1.00
.86
.71
.67
.61

Source: W. H. Grabill, et al., The Fertility of American Women (New York, 1958), p. 201.

Table 7 shows that the cumulative fertility rate of urban women 15 to
44 years old with four years or more of college was 1,746, while the rate for
all Jewish women of that age was 1,749. The similarity calls for an examina-
tion of the educational attainment of Jewish women.

15 The returns from the 1957 sample survey were tabulated in a slightly different manner, thus
preventing a strict comparison ("Fertility of the Population: March 1957," Current Population
Reports, Series P-20, No. 84, August 8, 1958, Table 4, p. 10).

16 For the gains in cumulative fertility between 1940 and 1950 among college graduates 20
to 39 years old, see Grabill et al., op. cit., pp. 194-200.
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Table 9 shows that in 1950, 6 per cent of the total population—including
both sexes and all races—had had 4 years of college or had also had graduate
education. By 1957 the proportion had risen to 7.5 per cent. The percentage
of women achieving this educational level rose from 5 per cent in 1950 to
5.7 per cent in 1957.

TABLE 9
PERSONS 25 YEARS OLD AND OVER

WITH FOUR OR MORE YEARS OF COLLEGE,

1950 AND 1957
Per Cent

1950 1957

15
No. Inf.

2.8
6.0

Total
White
Nonwhite
White female
Marital Status

(All races)
Female

Single
Married
Widowed
Divorced

6.0
6.4
2.2

No. Inf

5.0
13.3
4.5
2.7
5.0

5.7
16.2
5.2

I"
Source: 1930 Population Census: Special Reports: Education, p. 13, Table B, and Current

Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 77, March 19S7, p. 3, Table C.

Table 10, showing the percentage of such women in each of six cities where
the Jewish population is concentrated, shows that as between large cities
the intensity of urbanization does not significantly affect the length of school
attendance for women. In Philadelphia, the fourth largest dty in the United
States, only 3.3 per cent of white women 25 years old and over were college
graduates, while in San Francisco, the seventh largest city, 7.4 per cent were
college graduates.

TABLE 10
WHITE WOMEN 25 YEARS OLD AND OVER

WITH FOUR YEARS OF COLLEGE, IN SELECTED CITIES, 1950

Per Cent

City SMA »

4.7
5.3
5.8
7.2
8.6

12.5

Source: 1930 Census of Population: Vol. II, Characteristics of the Population, p. 116, Table 63.
a Standard Metropolitan Area.

Philadelphia
Chicago
New York City
Los Angeles
San Francisco
Washington, D.C.

3.3
4.4
5.2
7.1
7.4

11.7
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Although there have been no specific studies of the educational achieve-
ment of Jewish women, two recent surveys, one of Washington, D. C. and
the other of San Francisco, have provided some material, summarized in
Table 11, on the basis of which a tentative conclusion may be essayed: 1T that
the ratio of Jewish women who have graduated from college is almost double
that of the total white female population. Washington may be unrepresenta-
tive, because the large proportion of women college graduates there could be
due to the peculiarity of job opportunities in the capital, but the roughly
2-to-l ratio of Jewish to all white women college graduates obtains in San
Francisco as well. The conclusion seems justified that the educational level
of Jewish women of childbearing age is comparatively high, and does have
a significant effect upon their fertility.

TABLE 11

WOMEN WITH FOUR OR MORE YEARS OF COLLEGE,
WASHINGTON, D.C., AND SAN FRANCISCO

Age

25 and over
25-44
45 and over

Age

30-44

(Per Cent)
Washington, D.C

Standard Metropolitan Area

Jews
1956

22.9
30.1
11.5

San Francisco

Jews
1959

15.6

Total White
1950

12.5
14.4
8.7

Total White
1950

8.6

HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION

That occupational groups differ considerably in their reproductivity is a
fact which has aroused considerable curiosity and anxiety.18 White-collar
workers have fewer children than manual workers and rural residents. (This
differential was observed for rural farm, rural nonfarm, and urban areas
in 1940 and 1950.) 19 Table 12 shows that the wives of white-collar workers of

17 Stanley K. Bigman, The Jewish Population of Greater Washington in 1956 (Washington:
Jewish Community Council, May 1957), pp. 18-19, Tables 2-1 and 2-2, and Fred Massarik, The
Jewish Population of San Francisco, Marin County and the Peninsula, 1959 (San Francisco:
Jewish Welfare Federation, November 1959), p. 99, Table 58.

18 Grabill et al., op. cit., p. 113.
19 Ibid., p. 130.
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childbearing age have up to 20 per cent fewer children than the national
average, while such women past the childbearing age have had up to 30
per cent fewer children than the national average.

TABLE 12

NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN PER 1,000 WOMEN 15 YEARS OLD AND OVER,

MARRIED AND HUSBAND PRESENT, BY ACE OF WOMAN AND MAJOR OCCUPATION

GROUP OF EMPLOYED CIVILIAN HUSBAND,

MARCH 1957

Major Occupation Group of Husband

Total with employed civilian husband
Professional, technical, and kindred workers
Farmers and farm managers
Managers, officials, and proprietors,

excluding farmers
Clerical and kindred workers
Sales workers
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers
Operatives and kindred workers
Service workers, including private

household
Farm laborers and foremen
Laborers, excluding farmers and miners

Age of

Unstan dardized

15 to 44

2,343
1,996
3,149

2,209
1,884
2,056
2,333
2,422

2,277
3,729
2,649

45 and
Over

2,708
1,908
4,029

2,273
2,270
2,090
2,564
2,791

2,701

3,337

Wife
Ratio

15 to 44

1.00
.85

1.34

.94

.80

.88
1.00
1.03

.97
1.59
1.13

45 and
Over

1.00
.70

1.49

.84

.84

.77

.95
1.03

1.00

1.23

Source: "Fertility of the Population: March 1957," Current Population Reports, Series P-20,
No. 84, August 8, 1958, p. 11, Table 5.

The relatively low fertility of the white-collar groups is a social determinant
of considerable weight in the specific fertility pattern of the Jewish popula-
tion. Next to urban residence, the second most distinctive sociological attri-
bute of American Jews is their concentration in the white-collar occupations.
Community surveys in the late 30's indicated that an average of 76.8 per
cent of Jews in the labor force were professional workers, managers, officials
and proprietors, and clerical and sales workers.20 Similar surveys in the late
40's showed that 84.2 per cent were so employed.21 Data from national surveys
now show that the heavy concentration of Jews in white-collar occupations
holds true for the country as a whole. It will be seen from Table 13 that
between 1953 and 1955, 78.2 per cent of Jewish heads of households were
employed in the four categories comprising the white-collar group, with a
concentration of "managers, officials, proprietors" and "sales workers." In
each of these categories the proportion of Jews was about three times that
of the national average. Again the conclusion must be drawn that the occupa-

20 Sophia M. Robison, ed., Jewish Population Studies (.New York, 1943) n 189
21 Seligman, he. cit., pp. 76-77.
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tional distribution of American Jews depresses their fertility. The 12 per
cent of Jewish household heads who were manual workers ("operatives and
kindred workers") might be expected to show greater fertility, but they do
not. They are most likely to reside in New York, according to a finding that
28 per cent of the Jewish labor force of that city are skilled and unskilled
workers.22 A recent survey of the ninth grade of a Brooklyn, N.Y., junior
high school found that there was virtually no difference between Jewish

TABLE 13
OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLD HEADS,

BY RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION,
1953-55

(Per Cent)

Occupation of Head
of Household

Total
Professional, technical, and

kindred workers
Farmers and farm managers
Managers, officials, and pro-

prietors, excluding farmers
Clerical and kindred workers
Sales workers
Craftsmen, foremen, and

kindred workers
Operatives and kindred

workers
Service workers, including

private households
Farm laborers
Laborers, excluding

farmers and miners

All
Religions

100.0

10.0
10.8

12.6
6.4
4.8

19.4

20.3

7.6
2.0

6.1

Jewish

100.0

17.6
1.3

36.0
9.6

15.0

7.2

12.0

—
—

1.3

Protestant

100.0

9.5
12.9

11.8
6.3
4.5

19.2

19.7

7.4
1.6

7.0

Roman
Catholic

100.0

9.6
5.4

11.4
7.6
4.6

21.6

23.8

8.6
3.0

4.6

Source: Bogue, op. cit., p. 703.

manual and white-collar workers in the size of the family. The average num-
ber of children for the white-collar workers was 2.28, that for manual workers
2.32.23 Admittedly limited, the study allows the inference that for the Jewish
population of New York City, occupation does not affect fertility differentials.

This startling propensity of Jewish manual workers to behave like white-
collar people in the distinctive and crucial respect of fertility can at least
be reconciled with, if not fully explained by, Glazer's conclusion that Jews
in the United States have tended to have middle-class values—sobriety, fore-
sight, etc.—even when earning a living as manual workers.24

22 Seligman, "The Jewish Population of New York City," in Sklare, ed., The Jews, p. 102.
23 i-rwin b. Solomon, 'Social Characteristics and Fertility," Eugenics Quarterly, June 1956,

p. 101.
24 Nathan Glazer, "Social Characteristics of American Jews, 1654-1954," AJYB 1955 (Vol.

56J, pp. oU It.
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HUSBAND'S INCOME AND FAMILY INCOME

The collection of income data by the Bureau of the Census was started on a
limited basis in connection with the 1940 census. Since then, many sample
surveys as well as the 1950 census not only have built up a continuous record
of the income of Americans but have also made it possible to relate size of
income to a number of social and physical characteristics. The 1950 census
returns were analyzed in a monograph by Herman P. Miller, who found that
incomes tend to increase with size of city, length of education, proximity to
the apex of professional status, and increasing age up to 54 years. Nearly all
of these factors help explain the relatively high income of the Jewish popu-
lation.25

As a result of the concentration of the Jewish labor force in white-collar
fields in the largest urban centers, the median family income of Jewish
households is higher than that of the combined membership of Protestant
denominations and of Roman Catholics. The Bureau of the Census does not
publish income data for the various religious denominations, but sample
surveys by the National Opinion Research Center in 1953 and 1955 found
that the median family income of Jewish households was $5,954, that of
Protestant households $3,933, and that of Roman Catholic households $4,340.26

Bogue concludes that "income differentials between religions tend to dis-
appear and become simply differentials between occupations." 27

If income is such a close correlate of occupation, one should expect an
inverse relationship between income and fertility. Most empirical studies
have found this to be so, except for the highest-income group, which has a
higher level of fertility. The pattern is that of a "J-shaped relation of fertility
with economic status." 28

The excess of total family income over husband's income is most likely to
come from the wife's earnings, at the cost of limiting her fertility. Part D
of Table 7 shows that urban, married women in the labor force, 15 to 44,
have only 69 per cent as many children as women of their age not in the
labor force, and women 45 and over only 77 per cent.

Table 14 shows that the one exception to t ie inverse relationship between
family income and fertility is in the highest income—$7,000 and over—for
women 45 and older. The inverse relationship between husband's income
and fertility holds true for all income groups for women past the childbearing
age. However, for women of childbearing age the inverse relationship holds
true only for incomes up to $5,000, after which fertility rises. Nevertheless,
a comparison of the 1957 data of Table 14 with a similar set of data gathered
in 1952 shows, during the 5-year interval, "a strong pattern of relatively
more children among people with little income than among people with more

25 Herman P. Miller, Income of the American People (New York, 1955) p. 39 Table 14"
p. 67, Table 30, and p. 54, Table 24. ' " * '

26 Bogue, op. cit., p . 706.
27 Ibid.
28 Wilson H. Grabill, "The Fertility of the United States Population," in Bogue oi> cit

p . 311. For a critical evaluation of current theories regarding the relationship of income to
fertility see pp. 311-14, tbtd.
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TABLE 14
NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN PER 1,000 WOMEN 15 YEARS

OLD AND OVER, MARRIED AND HUSBAND PRESENT, BY AGE OF
WOMAN, HUSBAND'S INCOME, AND TOTAL FAMILY INCOME,

MARCH 1957

Husband's Income in
Previous Calendar Year

Total
Under $1,000
$1,000 to $1,999
$2,000 to $2,999
$3,000 to $3,999
$4,000 to $4,999
$5,000 to $6,999
$7,000 and over

Family Income in
Previous Calendar Year

Total
Under $1,000
$1,000 to $1,999
$2,000 to 52,999
$3,000 to $3,999
$4,000 to $4,999
$5,000 to $6,999
$7,000 and over

Unstandardized

15 to 44

2,350
2,857
2,671
2,330
2,267
2,232
2,306
2,384

2,271
2,689
2,674
2,431
2,345
2,308
2,217
2,073

45 and Over

2,866
3,829
3,414
3,044
2,794
2,403
2,300
2,134

2,785
3349
3,356
2,950
2,882
2,475
2,414
2,480

Ratio

15 to 44

1.00
1.22
1.14
.99
.96
.95
.98

1.01

1.00
1.18
1.18
1.07
1.03
1.02
.98
.91

45 and Over

1.00
1.34
1.19
1.06
.97
.84
.80
.74

1.00
1.27
1.20
1.06
1.03
.89
.87
.89

Source: Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 84, August 8, 19S8, p. 12, Table 6.

income." M Since the Jews are concentrated in white-collar occupations, which
typically bring greater financial rewards, the conclusion must be drawn that
the income factor contributes its share toward depressing the level of Jewish
fertility.

JEWISHNESS AS A DETERMINANT OF FERTILITY

Our step-by-step analysis of the data would make it appear that the religio-
cultural complex called Jewishness is not, as has been often theorized, a major
factor in the Jewish fertility rate.

Goldberg has repeatedly advanced the thesis that the low level of fertility
among the Jews in the United States is due to their status as a minority
group.30 He maintains that because of discriminatory practices, Jews require
more education, training, and experience than non-Jews to achieve com-

29 Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 84. August 1958, p. 3.
30 For the most recent and most accessible formulation of this thesis see Nathan Goldberg,

"The Jewish Population in the United States," in The Jewish People Past and Present (New
York, 1948), Vol. II , pp. 28-29.
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parable positions. According to Goldberg, minority status affects Jewish fer-
tility in two ways: it defers marriage, and it keeps children dependent on
their parents for a longer period of time because of the rleed for more in-
tensive preparation for adult careers.

To the extent that differences in fertility levels have here been explained by
differences in rural-urban distribution, in the educational attainment of
women, and in husbands' occupation and income, Goldberg's thesis is un-
supported. Bogue asserts:

The meager data available gives little evidence either that any religious
group is extraordinarily favored, or that there is severe discrimination (inde-
pendent of any other factors) against any religious group because of its
beliefs—with respect to broad categories of occupational attainment. Al-
though the religious groups differ substantially with respect to occupational
composition, in general the members of each religion seem to be located
just about as high on the occupational ladder as the level of their educa-
tional attainment would lead one to expect.31

For Bogue it is clear that education and occupation are "much more potent
factors than religious preference in determining the income level of house-
holds." 32

Though the low level of Jewish fertility, accordingly, seems unrelated to
discrimination, it may be related to rapid upward social movement. American
Jews have successfully tested the promise of an open, democratic society.
Glazer found that the "rise in the social and economic position of the Jews has
been extremely rapid, far surpassing that which can be shown for any other
immigrant group, and indeed surpassing, for the same period, changes in
the socio-economic position of long-settled groups." 33 There is some evidence
available that the class composition of the Jewish population had approached
that of Episcopalians, Congregationalists, and Presbyterians 10 years ago and
even earlier. Twenty-two per cent of the Jews were in the upper class, 32
per cent in the middle class, and 46 per cent in the lower, while the cor-
responding figures for the Presbyterians were 22, 40, and 38 per cent.34

A relationship between low fertility and rapid sodal mobility has been
postulated in the theory of social capillarity, according to which a family
must be small if it is to rise in the social scale.35 The Princeton Fertility
Study is the first to reveal empirically the operation of social capillarity in
the Jewish case, finding that a major factor governing the fertility behavior
of the Jewish couples in the sample survey was "a perceived incompatibility
between sending children to college and having large families."36 Low
fertility, therefore, has been an important means for rising in the social and

31 Bogue, op. cit., p . 704.
32 Ibid., pp. 707, 708.
33 Glazer ''Social Characteristics of American Jews, 1654-1954," loc. cit p 29

/ /L^ra
n«/^;?^?Ma^ t h ie94 i!T8S6!r U C t U r e '" AnnaU °f tke ^ * ° "?Ma^i94i!T86!

M o b i ^ y p ^
punted in Joseph J Spengler and Otis Dudley Duncan, eds., Population Theory 'and Policy:
Selected Readings (Glencoe. 1956), pp. 400-09. ium.j.

36 Charlesi F Westoff "The Social-psychological Structure of Fertility," Proceedings Inter-
national Population Conference (Vienna. 1959), p. 363. •/•.«•»»»J, inter
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economic scale for Jews. Another means has been moving to desirable resi-
dential areas.37

Jewish Fertility in Canada and Great Britain

Low fertility is not limited to the Jews of the United States. The fertility
of Canadian Jews is considerably lower than that of the Canadian population
as a whole. While the fertility rate of all married women 15 to 49 years old
was 168.7 per 1,000 in 1951, the corresponding Jewish rate was only 114.2, or
67.6 per cent as high; in the same year the average size of the Jewish family
was 3.2, compared with 3.7 for all Canadian families. The average Jewish
family "was the smallest of any among the eight largest groups in Canada." 38

The low fertility of the Jews of Canada is not recent. As early as 1926 the
Jewish birth rate was only 70 per cent of that of the total population.39 A
detailed study of the fertility patterns and trends among Jews of Canada be-
tween 1931 and 1941 found that the Jewish concentration in urban centers
and in white-collar occupations contributed to low fertility.40

In Great Bitain official statistics do not include data on religious preference
or origin, and the demographer must therefore rely on local community
surveys and nongovernmental sample surveys. Analysis of the available studies
indicates that the Jewish birth rate has lagged considerably behind. The
estimated Jewish birth rate for the period 1945-49 was 11.6 per thousand,
compared with 16.8 for the total population in the same period.41

Family Limitation: Attitudes and Practices

The significance of the 1957 sample survey of the U. S. Bureau of the
Census for Jewish demography is matched by two recent studies of attitudes
toward family planning. The first, the Growth of American Families (GAF)
study, was by Ronald Freedman of the Survey Research Center of the Univer-
sity of Michigan and P. K. Whelpton and A. A. Campbell of the Scripps
Foundation for Research in Population Problems.42 The second, the Prince-
ton Fertility Study (PFS), was conducted by the Office of Population Re-
search, Princeton.43 Some of the findings of the Princeton Fertility Study
cited below were taken from a published paper by Charles F. Westoff and
an unpublished paper by Robert G. Potter, Jr.44

37 Erich Rosenthal, "Acculturation Without Assimilation ? The Jewish Community of Chicago,
Illinois," American Journal of Sociology, November 1960, pp. 275-88.

38 Louis Rosenberg, "The Demography of the Jewish Community in Canada," Jewish Journal
of Sociology, December 1959, p. 227.

39 Ibid., p. 226.
40 Mortimer Spiegelman, "The Reproductivity of Jews in Canada, 1940-1942," Population

Studies, December 1950, pp. 299-313.
41 Hannah Neustatter, "Demographic and Other Statistical Aspects of Anglo-Jewry," in

Maurice Freedman, ed., A Minority in Britain (London, 1955), p. 82.
42 Ronald Freedman, Pascal K. Whelpton, and Arthur A. Campbell, Family Planning, Sterility,

and Population Growth (New York, 1959).
43 Charles S. Westoff, Robert G. Potter, Jr., Philip C. Sagi, and Elliot G. Mishler, Family

Growth in Metropolitan America (Princeton, 1961]).
44 Charles F. Westoff, "Religion and Fertility in Metropolitan America," in Proceedings of

. . . Milbank Memorial Fund: Thirty Years of Research in Human Fertility: Retrospect and
Prospect (New York, 1959), pp. 117-34, and Robert G. Potter, Jr., 'Tertility: A Multi-dimen-
sional Analysis," paper presented at the April 1960 meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society.
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The GAF study found that Jewish couples "expect significantly fewer chil-
dren (2.4) than either Catholics (3.4) or Protestants (2.9)." In the 12 largest
cities included in the GAF sample, Jews and Protestants expected the same
average number of births (2.3). The authors therefore attribute the low fer-
tility expectation of the Jewish families primarily to their concentration in
large cities.45 Their low expectations are realized because, as the Princeton
study found, consensus about the number of children wanted was greatest
among Jewish couples.46

The GAF study found that Jewish wives were most favorably inclined
toward family limitation—88 per cent expressing unqualified approval, com-
pared with 33 per cent for Catholic and 72 per cent for Protestant wives.47

A smaller study suggests that comparable differences in attitude exist before
marriage, as well. In a group of 222 unmarried women undergraduates be-
tween 18 and 23 it was found that 85 per cent of the Jewish women "would
consider the use of contraceptives," 58 per cent of the Protestants, and 18
per cent of the Catholics.48

Accordingly, the GAF study found that Jews practiced contraception more
than the other two groups.49 Both the GAF and the Princeton studies found
that Jewish couples were much more likely to begin contraception at the
time of marriage.50 Of the variety of birth-control techniques available, Jews
used the most effective ones.51 As a consequence, "Jews are much more likely
than others to have Completely Planned Fertility." 52 This was complemented
by the Princeton finding that "the Jewish rate of contraceptive failure is
less than half that of the other religious groups," 53 confirming that Jews are
the most successful in family planning.54

Earlier studies had led to similar conclusions. A survey of family planning
by patients in urban hospitals east of the Mississippi in the early 30's found
a higher proportion of Jews than of others using contraceptive devices,55

and according to the records of a birth-control clinic in New York City
around 1930, a higher proportion of Jewish couples planned pregnancies,
used more effective birth-control methods, and used them earlier than
couples of other religions.56

When Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish couples were recently
matched for urban residence, husband's education and income, and wife's
education, it was found that similarity of background factors produced a
considerable degree of similarity in the fertility behavior of Protestants and

45 Freedman et al., op. cit., p . 287.
46 Potter, loc. cit., p. 9.
47 Freedman et al., op. cit., p. 161.
48 Victor A. Christopherson and James Walters, "Responses of Protestants, Catholics, and

Jews Concerning Marriage and Family Life," Sociology and Social Research, Sept.-Oct. 19S8,
p. 21.

49 Freedman et al., op. cit., p. 104.
50 Ibid., p . 110, and Potter, loc. cit., p. 5.
51 Freedman et al., op. cit., pp. 178-80.
52 Ibid., pp. 112-13. Completely Planned Fertility has been denned as follows: "The couple

used contraception regularly and conceived only when they stopped it for that purpose " p. 78
53 Potter, loc. cit., p. 6.
54 Westoff, loc. cit., p. 123.
55 Raymond Pearl, Natural History of Population (New York, 1939), p. 241
56 Regine K. Stix and Frank W. Notestein, Controlled Fertility (Baltimore, 11940), p. 29.
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Jews. However, this matching procedure failed to diminish the original
differences between the Catholics and the other two groups.57

Future Jewish Fertility

In view of the low Jewish fertility rate the question must be raised whether
past and current fertility levels are high enough to maintain the size of the
Jewish population.

NATURAL GROWTH

About 20 years ago the net reproduction rate was held to be the best device
for measuring the growth of a population, but this measure, which treats cur-
rent fertility and mortality as constants, has since been found inadequate for
societies where birth rates are subject to rapid change.58 The absence of a
specific mortality rate and the effects of intermarriage and of conversions
from and to Judaism further complicate estimating a replacement rate for
the Jewish population. Bogue's opinion that American Jews "are scarcely
reproducing themselves" 59 is supported by a calculation of replacement quotas
by the Census Bureau in connection with the 1957 sample survey, which found
that on the basis of current fertility and mortality levels, replacement of the
white population required 2,130 live births per 1,000 women, single as well
as married.60 While the fertility rate of 1,749 per 1,000 ever-married Jewish
women of childbearing age is considerably lower, the hypothetical and static
nature of that measure of replacement should be kept in mind.

It appears quite likely that in the future, Jewish fertility in the United
States will continue to be influenced primarily by urban residence and
concentration in the white-collar occupations, but will be modified by three
new factors: the move to the suburbs, satisfaction of the status drive, and
new goals of completely planned fertility.

SUBURBAN RESIDENCE

The depressive effect of urban residence upon Jewish fertility can be
attributed to tenancy (rather than home ownership) and living in the central
city. Fragmentary data indicate that Jews in the large urban centers lived
in rental multiple-dwelling units rather than in homes of their own until
the end of World War II.61 There are two well-known drawbacks to rearing
large families in either walk-up or elevator apartments. One is the con-

57 Ronald Freedman, P . K. Whelpton, and John W. Smit, "Socio-economic Factors in Fertility
Behavior Differences Among Protestants, Catholics, and Jews," Population Index, July 1960,
p. 206.

58 George J. Stolnitz and Norman B. Ryder, "Recent Discussion of the Net Reproduction
Rate," in J. J . Spengler and O. D. Duncan, eds., Demographic Analysis (Glencoe, 1956), pp.
147-61.

59 Bogue, op. cit., pp. 696-97.
60 Bureau of the Census, "Fertility of the Population: March 1957," Current Population Re-

ports, Series P-20, No. 84, August 1958, p. 4.
61 I n Chicago, for example, only about 15 per cent of the Jewish population lived in "owner-

occupied" dwelling units in 1940: Otis D. Duncan and Stanley Lieberson, "Ethnic Segregation
and Assimilation," American Journal of Sociology, 1959, p. 371. In Chicago, neighborhoods
"which had the highest Jewish density had the highest proportion of multiple-dwelling units,
while, conversely, neighborhoods with the lowest Jewish density had the smallest proportion of
such uni ts" : Erich Rosenthal, "The Jewish Population of Chicago," in Simon Rawidowicz, ed.,
The Chicago Pinkos (Chicago, 1952), p. 86.
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siderable physical difficulty of caring for children on levels other than the
ground floor.62 The other is the preference of landlords for tenants with
few or no children.83 The author is aware of only one study where the
differential effect of home tenure upon fertility was measured. A survey
of Indianapolis in 1941 found "that fertility rates are consistently higher for
owners than for renters when rental value of the home is held constant." M

Suburbs, on the other hand, have been very hospitable to small children
and to large families. An analysis of the 1950 population census found that
"as compared with the central-city population, the suburban population has
a substantial excess of persons aged 0 to 4 and 5 to 13." 65 Since the Jewish
population ever since the end of World War II has been moving into
city neighborhoods bordering on suburbs as well as into suburbs proper, and
is continuing to do so, it is likely to adopt the higher fertility pattern
prevalent there.66

SOCIAL STATUS

We have seen (pp. 21-22) that the ambition to rise in the social and eco-
nomic scale was fulfilled in a relatively brief time, but was probably accom-
plished at the cost of considerable restriction of fertility. Now that many Jews
have achieved this goal or can be confident of moving toward it without en-
countering major obstacles, it is conceivable that Jewish fertility will rise.
Independently of religious or ethnic factors, in Philadelphia it has been
found that people who have achieved their class position themselves have
fewer children, on the average, than people who have inherited their
position.67

COMPLETELY PLANNED FAMILIES

That Jews show a more positive attitude toward birth control than other
groups and use birth-control methods more effectively could lead to the
conclusion that fertility planning itself contributes to the low Jewish fertility
in the United States. The following evidence shows that that conclusion may
not be warranted.

As we have seen (p. 20), most studies reveal an inverse relationship between
income and fertility, which does not appear to hold for the highest income
group. The Indianapolis Study—easily the most significant research project
in demography in recent decades, and the first to succeed in sorting out
couples by the degree of family planning they had exercised—found that
for those couples who had planned their fertility most completely, in numbers

62 It may be that before the end of World War II parked and moving cars did not so congest
residential streets as to be a major deterrent to apartment-house living.

63 A formal study of landlords' discrimination against families with children does not seem
to exist.

64 P. K. Whelpton and C. V. Kiser, Social and Psychological Factors Affecting Fertility (New
York, 1945), Vol. I, p. 18.

65 Otis D. Duncan and Albert J. Reiss, Jr., Social Characteristics of Urban and Rural Com-
munities, 1950 (New York, 1956), p. 120.

66 For the suburban migration of the Jews of Chicago see Esther Beckenstein, Report on Jewish
Population of Metropolitan Chicago (Chicago: Jewish Federation of Philanthropies, May 1959) •
for New York see Henry Cohn, Jewish Population Trends in New York City, 1940-1970 (New
York: Federation of Jewish Philanthropies, January 1956) and C. Morris Horowitz and Lawrence

J. Kaplan, The Estimated Jewish Population of the New York Area (New York: Federation of
ewish Philanthropies, 1959).

67 Westoff, "Changing Focus of Differential Fertility Research . . . ," loc. cit., p. 407.
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and spacing of children, there was a direct rather than an inverse rela-
tionship between fertility and socio-economic status: couples of higher
socio-economic status had a higher fertility than couples of lower status.68

Any prediction about the future fertility behavior of the Jewish population
must take into account the GAF and Princeton findings that Jews tend
markedly toward completely planned fertility. If our assumption of a direct
relationship between rapid upward mobility and fertility restriction in the
past is correct, it is possible that with further gains in social and economic
status the Jewish fertility level will rise. Freedman and his associates found
that in response to the question how many births could be expected for their
families to be completed, Jewish couples gave an average number of 2.4.
When asked how many children they would have if they could start life over
again, Jewish couples gave an average of 3.1. This is also the number of
children Jewish couples consider ideal for Americans.69

68 Whelpton and Kiser, op. cit., Vol. I I , p. 394.
69 Ronald Freedman, P. K. Whelpton, and John W . Smit, "Socio-economic Factors in Fertility

Behavior Differences Among Protestants, Catholics, and Jews," Table 1 (unpublished, 1960) .
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Two Centuries of Jewish Life in Canada
1760-1960 *

CANADA is a new country, whose earliest white settlements, the French
in Acadia and Quebec and the English in Newfoundland, were founded

as late as the 17th century. Fewer than a hundred years have elapsed since
the federation of the colonies of Quebec, Ontario, Nova Scotia, and New
Brunswick into one united and subsequently completely self-governing
Dominion of Canada, later expanded to include all of North America north
of the United States except Alaska.

Although Jewish settlement in North America dates back more than
300 years, and the bicentenary of permanent Jewish settlement in Canada
was celebrated in 1959-60, the Jewish community is comparatively young,
and is largely the product of several waves of migration from Russia, Poland,
Rumania, and Austria, which began with the pogroms of 1882.

In the decade following the British conquest of Quebec in 1759 there
were only about ten Jews living in Canada, while the Jewish population of
Great Britain was about 8,000 and that of the original 13 American colonies
about 2,000. Canada's total population in 1760 was about 100,000, * of whom
the overwhelming majority were French Catholics. A century later the
Jewish population of Canada had grown to about 1.250,2 compared with
an estimated 45,000 in Great Britain and 180,000 in the United States. By
1960 the total population of Canada was approximately 18 million, of
whom 250,000 were Jews, compared with an estimated 450,000 in Great
Britain and 5,531,500 in the United States.

There are some points of resemblance between the Jewish communities
in the United States, Great Britain, and Canada, and some important
differences.

All are in English-speaking democracies, in which Jews have for many
generations shared in the rights and obligations of full citizenship and have
participated and risen rapidly in economic, cultural, political, and social
spheres. All are voluntary communities, whose organization, administration,
and financing are unfettered by government interference. Any individual
Jew in any of the three countries is free to support the Jewish community
or not, as he desires. In all three countries the majority of the Jews are
native-bom, use English as their common language, and, whether native-
born or immigrant, are the descendants of East European Jews. But despite
these resemblances, the geographical, political, economic, and social differ-

* For meaning of abbreviations, see p. 391.
1 Canada Year Book (Ottawa, 1958), p. 155.
2 Official Canadian government census, 1861, plus estimated Jewish population in British
olumbia.Columbia.
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ences among these countries have inevitably resulted in important differences
in the development of their Jewish communities.

The Jews who migrated to Great Britain found a small, thickly popu-
lated, homogeneous country, which was more interested in encouraging
the emigration of some of its own people to its sparsely settled overseas
dominions than in accommodating any substantial number of newcomers.
Jewish immigrants to Canada, on the other hand, as to the United States,
found a new nation in its formative stage, in which they constituted one
among many religious, cultural, and ethnic strains. Unlike the United
States, however, which had achieved its independence by revolution and
severed its ties with England, Canada had remained closely attached to
England and had achieved self-government only very gradually.

Of the three countries only Canada is bilingual. The British North
America Act of 1867, which formed the basis of Canada's constitution,
guarantees in perpetuity the rights of Canadians of French origin in
Quebec to their language, civil code, and Catholic religion. One conse-
quence is a comparatively ready acceptance in Canada of the concept of
cultural pluralism.

The First Hundred Years

The historical connection between Jews and Canada dates back to the
first half of the 18th century, when what is now the province of Quebec
was the French colony of New France. In 1748 Abraham Gradis,3 a Jewish
merchant of Bordeaux who owned and operated most of the merchant ships
sailing between France and New France, founded the Society of Canada to
encourage trade with Canada. In contrast to the corrupt regime of the
French intendant, Francois Bigot, Gradis did much to help the French
colonists, and when the British attacked French Canada he recruited troops
at his own expense, armed his merchant ships to run the blockade, and
ransomed French prisoners in England. The Marquis de Montcalm referred
to Abraham Gradis in his correspondence as his "right-hand man." Never-
theless, in spite of the importance of Gradis and his family for the develop-
ment of commerce between France and her North American colonies, a
decree of 1685 continued to prohibit Jews as well as Huguenots from
settling in any French colony.

The first Jews seem to have settled in Halifax, Nova Scotia, in 1751, eight
years before the British conquest of Quebec. Founded by the British in
1749, Halifax attracted a number of Jewish merchants from Newport, R.I.,
whose families were from England. Although they may have met occasionally
for religious worship, there is no record of an organized Jewish congrega-
tion in Halifax at the time. A plot of land was set aside for a Jewish
cemetery as early as 1750, but was apparently not so used. On November 2,
1758, a committee of the legislative assembly and council of Nova Scotia
reported in favor of "using that piece of land where the Jew's burying
ground was as a site for a workhouse." Isaac Levy, Nathan Nathans, and

3 Jean de Maupassant, Un grand armateur de Bordeaux, Abraham Gradis (Bordeaux, 1917).
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Samuel and Rebecca Hart, all of whom died between 1752 and 1817, were
buried in the cemetery of St. Paul's Anglican church.

On record is the fact that Samuel Hart, a merchant of the Newport
family, was elected to the Nova Scotia legislative assembly in 1793 * and
held his seat for six years. His election preceded that of Ezekiel Hart of
Three Rivers (no relative) to the legislative assembly of Lower Canada by
14 years, and it may be assumed that he was the first Jew elected and per-
mitted to hold his seat as a member of a legislative assembly or parliament
in any country under British rule.

The small number of Jews in Nova Scotia in 1751 became still smaller
after the American War of Independence, and there is no evidence of any
Jew living there between 1821 and 1851. The community dwindled away
and was not reestablished until the last quarter of the 19th century.

Permanent Jewish Settlement

Jews began to settle permanently in Canada after the British conquest
of Quebec in 1759 and Montreal in 1760. The first Jew known to have
settled permanently in Canada made his home in Three Rivers, in what
became the province of Quebec. He was Aaron Hart,5 who was born to
Ashkenazi parents in England in 1724, served with the British army in the
North American colonies, was a commissary officer when Montreal sur-
rendered to the British forces in 1760, and was later a commissary general.
He achieved success as a merchant and landed proprietor, and his many
sons and grandsons played an active part in the early life of the Jewish
community in Canada. His nephew Henry Joseph, who came to Canada
at the age of 15, became a prominent merchant and one of the founders
of Canada's merchant marine.

Hart seems to have initiated a tradition of public service among Jews,
serving as postmaster in Three Rivers as early as 1763; John Franks served
as chief of the Quebec city fire brigade in 1790, and Moses Judah Hays was
chief of police in Montreal from 1845 until his death 16 years later. Almost
every Jew of military age served with distinction as an officer in the
Canadian militia during the War of 1812 and the Papineau Rebellion in
1837-38.

Jews in the British North American colonies were exempted as early as
1740, by an act of parliament, from taking oaths of allegiance and suprem-
acy "on the true faith of a Christian." Nevertheless, when Ezekiel Hart, son
of Aaron Hart, was elected to the legislative assembly in 1808 and again
in 1809, he was not permitted to take his seat, on the ground that as a
Jew he could not take the oath "on the true faith of a Christian." This
obstacle was removed in 1831 by a legislative act "declaring persons pro-
fessing the Jewish religion capable of holding any office or place of trust,
and entitled to the full rights and privileges of other subjects of His

i Letter from the provincial archivist of Nova Scotia in the archives of the Canadian Jewish

5 Memorandum by Lewis A Hart, November 24, 1919, in American Jewish Archives (Cincin-
nati) and Canadian Jewish Archives (Montreal). vv-inom
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Majesty." None of the other British colonies which later formed the
Dominion of Canada ever refused an elected Jew his seat in the legislature.
Jews in Canada thus achieved political emancipation 27 years before their
brothers in Great Britain.

In 17686 a small number of Jewish residents in Montreal formed the
Spanish and Portuguese Shearith Israel congregation, the first Jewish con-
gregation in Canada, and adopted the Spanish and Portuguese service of
the Shearith Israel congregation in New York. (However, all the earliest
Jewish settlers in Canada during the first decade of the British conquest
of Quebec, who remained Jews, were of Ashkenazi origin, some born in
Germany and others in Great Britain or its American colonies. They were
Sephardi only by their association with Shearith Israel.) They built their
first synagogue in 1777, on land belonging to David David, at the corner
of St James and Notre Dame streets, and in 1778 engaged the Rev. Jacob
Raphael Cohen as hazzan (cantor), shohet, and teacher, a position he held
until 1782, when he was succeeded by Hazzan de Lara, who served until
1810. Between 1810 and 1845 Jewish communal and religious life was at
a low ebb. When Hazzan de Lara left in 1810, the Spanish and Portuguese
congregation remained without a permanent minister until 1840 and al-
though the first synagogue was demolished in 1824, it was not rebuilt
until 1838.

In 1840, after the erection of the new synagogue, the Rev. David Piza was
engaged as hazzan and mohel of the congregation, but the greatest stimulus
to Jewish community life came in 1847 with the appointment of the Rev.
Abraham de Sola of England as minister. His scholarship and abilities soon
earned the recognition of the Christian as well as the Jewish community,
and soon after his arrival in Montreal he was appointed a professor at
McGill and received from that university the first honorary doctorate ever
given a Jew in Canada.

Until 1846 Shearith Israel, or Spanish and Portuguese congregation, as
it was called, was the only Jewish congregation, and Canadian Jewish
history was largely the history of that one congregation, consisting of some
350 men, women, and children, most of them descendants of 12 pioneer
families closely related by marriage, and a few recent arrivals from Eng-
land, the United States, and Germany.

Of the 20 members mentioned in the earliest congregational minutes,
almost all bear family names indicating Ashkenazi rather than Sephardi
origin, and there is good reason to believe that de Sola was really the first
Sephardi to settle permanently in Canada.

In 1846 the first Ashkenazi congregation of English, German, and Polish
Jews, subsequently named the Sha'ar ha-Shamayim congregation, was in-
corporated in Montreal, and met in rented quarters until the construction
of its first building in 1860. In 1856 the Orthodox, Ashkenazi Sons of Israel
congregation was founded in Toronto, met in rented rooms for about 20
years, and went through various changes in ritual and name until it erected
its first building in 1875 and became known as the Holy Blossom Temple,

6 Clarence I. de Sola, in J. Douglas Borthwick, ed., History and Biographical Gazetteer of
Montreal to the Year 1892 (Montreal, 1892).
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developing into a Reform congregation during the first quarter of the
20th century.

The first Jewish community organization other than a synagogue was
the Hebrew Philanthropic Society, which was organized in 1847 by de Sola
and Moses Judah Hays to assist poor Jewish immigrants. Its first annual
report referred to "the unprecedentedly large number of Jewish immigrants
who arrived from Germany" and noted the disbursement of relief to "as
many as thirty-nine persons during that year at a total cost of one hundred
and eleven dollars." 7 Evidently the actual number of immigrants was not
large, and after a few years the society ceased to function.

The Second Hundred Years, 1860-1960

Canadian Jewish history in the second hundred years, from 1860 to the
present, is that of a rapidly growing community where developments which
in other lands took several hundred years have been telescoped into one
century.

Between 1857 and 1869 a number of Jewish families from Russian Poland
established themselves as merchants in and around Lancaster and near
the present city of Cornwall, in newly opened territory some 60 miles south-
west of Montreal. Among these early settlers (who subsequently moved to
Montreal) were the Friedman, Jacobs, Cohen, Vineberg, and Levinson
families, whose founders and descendants played a prominent part in the
development of Jewish community life in Canada.

Among the thousands who flocked into British Columbia from San
Francisco, following the discovery of gold in the Fraser River country,
were a number of Jews originally from England, Poland, Germany, and
the United States; they played a prominent part in the early economic,
social, and political life of that colony.8 By 1863 they had purchased land
for a cemetery and erected the Emanu-El synagogue in Victoria; by 1872
a Jew had been elected mayor of Victoria (see p. 47), and another had been
elected to the legislative assembly of British Columbia (see p. 47). When
British Columbia became a province in 1871, one of its first two members
elected to Canada's parliament was Henry Nathan, the first Jewish member
of that legislature.

IMMIGRANT INFLUX FROM EASTERN EUROPE

When the stream of Jewish immigrants driven westward by the Russian
pogroms reached England in 1881, that country had a small but well-or-
ganized Jewish community of 65,000. When the same stream of immigrants
reached the United States, it was received by a Jewish population four
times larger, of whom more than 60,000 lived in New York. The immigrants
who arrived in Canada found an entirely different situation. The total
Jewish population was slightly less than 2,400 and there were only three
cities, Montreal, Toronto, and Hamilton, which had more than 100 Jewish

7
0 ?,enJ.af1jP G- S2.c.k- History of the Jews of Canada (Montreal, 1945), Vol 1 DD 136-37
^fZtU^S"' TW> YCa": A ReCOTd °f JM P™<" « •Ji'fccifr Coast,
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residents. Whereas the westward movement in the United States had already
begun to slow down, the immigrants to Canada came just when the era
of pioneer development was beginning, and they took an active part in it.

The only Jewish congregations that the refugees found upon their ar-
rival in Canada were the two in Montreal and one each in Toronto, Hamil-
ton, and Victoria.9 There were only four other towns at that time with
enough Jewish adult males to form a minyan.

The only Jewish community organization apart from the four synagogues
was the Young Men's Hebrew Benevolent Society, which was subsequently
renamed the Baron de Hirsch Institute and later formed the nucleus of
the first federation of Jewish philanthropies. It was founded in 1863 and
incorporated in 1870 for relief to needy Jews. Because the Jewish com-
munity was too small to raise the funds necessary for immigrant relief,
local money was supplemented by grants from the Russo-Jewish Relief
Committee in London, the Alliance Israelite Universelle, and especially
Baron Maurice de Hirsch, his widow, Baroness Clara de Hirsch, and
the Jewish Colonization Association (ICA). It was in recognition of these
subventions that the Young Men's Hebrew Benevolent Society changed its
name to the Baron de Hirsch Institute. It broadened its activities to in-
clude the purchase of a building to shelter Jewish immigrants, the establish-
ment of a school for immigrant Jewish children, and assistance to "Jewish
immigrants and settlers to establish themselves in any of the provinces or
territories of Canada, and to maintain all works of a charitable, patriotic
or philanthropic nature for the amelioration of the condition of the Jewish
poor." io

Some of the refugees were helped to establish themselves in Montreal,
others were sent on to Toronto, Hamilton, Winnipeg, and other cities, and
some were enabled to rejoin their families in the United States. Even during
this period, however, the majority of Jewish immigrants were not dependent
upon charity, but found work and established homes by their own efforts.

It was not until 1885 that the Canadian Pacific Railway, linking Eastern
Canada with British Columbia, was completed, making possible develop-
ment and settlement of the virgin prairie land which later became the
provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. Jewish immigrants had
already reached Winnipeg as early as 1879, traveling by steamer, railway,
and river boat to what was then the raw frontier town of Fort Garry. In
May 1822 the handful of Jewish families in Winnipeg were augmented by
247 refugees from Russia, who had been sent to Canada by the Russo-Jewish
Committee in London. Many of these immigrants secured work as railway
construction workers and others tried, unsuccessfully, to establish themselves
as farmers. By the close of the year a synagogue had been established and
the Jewish community of Winnipeg had taken root. By 1889 Jews had al-
ready settled in Calgary near the foothills of the Rocky Mountains and in
1891 they settled in Edmonton, in what later became Alberta.

9 "Synagogues in Canada," in Arthur D. Hart, ed., The Jew in Canada (Toronto, 1926),
pp. 81-168.

10 Act of the Quebec legislature, March 23, 1900.
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By 1921 Jewish immigrants had spread into every province and territory
of Canada and were living in more than 400 towns, villages, and hamlets.

Jews were only part of the immigrant population which streamed into
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta to clear and cultivate the free home-
steads. Most of the immigrants were East and Central European peasants.
Few knew English, and English-speaking merchants could not have served
their needs even if they had been willing to make their homes among them.11

The immigrant Jewish country storekeeper in these newly settled areas was
no stranger to the needs, languages, and customs of most of the settlers.
He soon acquired a knowledge of English and could often make himself
understood in German, Russian, Ukrainian, and Polish as well. He opened
his little store before the railroad actually reached the community and
freighted his supplies by wagon team from distant railroad stations. His
store was often the community meeting place, and he served not simply
as local merchant, but also as scribe, translator, advisor, and friend of
his customers, before a new generation, paved highways, and the automobile
and chain store eliminated the need for his services.

GR,OWTH AND POPULATION DISTRIBUTION

Although Canada traces its history back to the early French and British
settlements and most Canadians are native-born and speak English, no single
ethnic group or religious denomination forms the majority of its population,
which includes people of more than 40 different ethnic origins and many
religious denominations.

Until 1911 fewer than one person out of every thousand of the total
population was Jewish; by 1931 the Jewish population had reached a peak
of 1.5 per cent of the total. Since then the total population of Canada has
increased at a faster rate than the Jewish population, which formed only
1.4 per cent of the total in 1960 but constituted the tenth largest ethnic
group in Canada.

In 1860 there were approximately 1,200 Jews in Canada. By 1882 the
figure had doubled, and by 1919 it had jumped to 120,800, largely as a
result of the continuous immigration from czarist Russia and Rumania. The
number of synagogues increased rapidly, Hebrew schools were established
in most Jewish communities with populations exceeding 100, and schools
teaching both Hebrew and Yiddish were founded in Montreal, Toronto,
and Winnipeg. A strong spirit of self-help among the Jewish immigrants
gave rise to a multitude of landsmanshaften, fraternal orders, sick-benefit,
free-loan, and other mutual-benefit societies, and the first Po'ale Zion group
and Jewish trade unions were established.

With the outbreak of World War I, Jewish immigration dwindled. In
1920 there was a slight upsurge, as families and friends separated by the
war were reunited, but the immigration-quota laws introduced by the United
States in the 1920's were followed by restrictive regulations in Canada, limit-
ing Jewish immigration from Eastern Europe almost entirely to first-degree
relatives. The depression of the 1930's resulted in further immigration re-

11 Louis Rosenberg, Canada's Jews (Montreal, 1939).
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strictions, as a result of which the average number of Jewish immigrants
admitted to Canada in any year between 1931 and 1939 fell below 440.
During World War II Jewish immigration was further reduced, but the
postwar period saw the admission of approximately 54,000 refugees and
displaced persons, bringing the total Jewish population in 1960 to 250,000.

According to the government census of 1951, there were 49 communities
with a Jewish population exceeding 100, and 72 per cent of the total Jewish
population of Canada lived in Montreal and Toronto. In 1960 Montreal,
with an estimated Jewish population of 105,000, and Toronto, with an
estimated 85,000, had the second and third largest Jewish communities in
the British Commonwealth, London being first. In all there were 670 cities,
towns, and villages in Canada with some Jewish residents in 1951, of which
598 had from one to ten Jewish families. Eighty-four per cent of all
Canadian Jews lived in the populous eastern part of the country, compared
with 73 per cent of the general population.

OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION

In 1960 there were two main types of Jewish communities: those with
populations exceeding 10,000—only three, Montreal, Toronto, and Winni-
peg—and those with populations of less than 5,000. In the first group,
which accounted for 80 per cent of the total Jewish population, the majority
were wage and salary earners engaged in industry, trade, and office work,
with a substantial number of manufacturers, merchants, and professionals;
the majority of Jews in the second group were merchants, professionals, and
self-employed.

The seven leading occupational categories for the Jews of Canada in
1951 were trade, industry, clerical occupations, professions, personal serv-
ices, transportation, and construction. For the general population they were
industry, agriculture, clerical occupations, personal services, trade, profes-
sions, and unskilled trades. Professionals increased from 3.6 per cent of all
Jews gainfully occupied in 1921 to 8.6 per cent in 1951, compared with
an increase from 5.4 per cent to 6.7 per cent among the general popula-
tion. In the industries Jews were concentrated in the manufacture of fur
garments, clothing, hats and caps, and leather goods. In none of these in-
dustries did they account for more than 30 per cent of those employed.

Most Jewish stores were comparatively small and were owner-operated;
none of the four largest department stores was owned by Jews.

The period between 1931 and 1951 was marked by a rise in the social and
economic status of the Jews. Government statistics showed that among gain-
fully occupied Jews, employers or self-employed in industrial, commercial,
or other enterprises increased from 24.3 per cent in 1931 to 34.8 per cent
in 1951, while the percentage employed as wage and salaried workers de-
creased from 70.6 to 56.8.

The percentage of gainfully occupied workers among Jewish immigrants
after World War II was practically the same as among immigrants of all
origins, but a higher proportion of Jewish than of non-Jewish immigrants
were skilled workers.



3 6 AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK

THE JEWISH FARMER

The first attempt at Jewish farm settlement was made by the Russo-Jewish
Committee in 1882 near Moosomin in what is now Saskatchewan, with 26
families fleeing from Russian pogroms. Lacking in experience, and far
from roads, railways, or other Jewish communities, the colonists struggled
along for several years, but had to abandon this first attempt at farming.

The history of organized Jewish farm settlement since 1891 is for the
most part the history of the work of Baron de Hirsch and ICA. At first
ICA carried on its activities through the Young Men's Hebrew Benevolent
Society in Montreal, and then, from 1901 to 1907, through the Jewish
Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society of New York, which it subsidized.
In 1907 it opened its own bureau and set up a committee that subse-
quently became the Canadian board of directors of ICA of Canada. Every
organized Jewish farm settlement in Canada, at some time in its history,
received help from ICA. Only two of the early farm settlements, however,
Hirsch and Lipton, were established by ICA itself. All the others—such as
Sonnenfeld and Edenbridge in Saskatchewan, Rumsey and Montefiore in
Alberta, Narcisse and New Hirsch in Manitoba, and New Glasgow and
Ste. Sophie in Quebec—were founded by Jewish immigrants on their own
initiative, with little money and even less experience.

The number of Jewish farmers in Western Canada and the acreage
under cultivation continued to increase between 1892 and 1940, reaching
a peak of 780 farmers cultivating 100,000 acres of land in 1931. However, the
discontinuance of free land grants after World War I, low world prices for
agricultural products, and a prolonged and disastrous drought, coupled with
the post-World War II manpower shortage, increased capital requirements,
and decreased investment returns, caused many Jewish as well as other farmers
to abandon their farms. As the older Jewish farmers died, the number of
Jewish farmers in Western Canada decreased, although there was not a great
decrease in the acreage cultivated.

Since 1950 more than 30 Jewish refugee families have been settled on
improved farms in the Niagara Peninsula area, where they are engaged in
dairying, fruit farming, and poultry raising, and the center of gravity of
Jewish farm settlement has shifted from Saskatchewan to Ontario.

Canadian Jewish Congress

The Canadian Jewish Congress (CJC), the national representative and
coordinating Jewish organization, was founded in 1919, with Lyon Cohen
as its president and Hananie M. Caiserman as its general secretary. It
mobilized Canadian Jewry in support of a program which sought from
the peace conference at Versailles and the League of Nations assurance
of full political, economic, and cultural rights for Jews in all countries,
and the creation of a Jewish national home in Palestine. After the
establishment of the League of Nations, the endorsement of the Balfour
Declaration, and the assurances given by the new states in Central and
Eastern Europe that they would not discriminate against Jewish and other
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minorities, interest in CJC waned, and its activities were suspended in 1922.
The Jewish Immigrant Aid Society of Canada (JIAS) which was founded

at the first plenary session of CJC, continued to function. It enabled many
Jewish immigrants to join their relatives in Canada between 1920 and
1939 and assisted Jewish immigrants after World War II.

After the rise of Hitler in Germany in 1933, and the onset of the great
depression throughout the world in 1931, there was a sharp rise in
antisemitic propaganda and agitation in Canada. Nazi elements gained con-
trol of many of the social and cultural organizations of Canadians of
German origin, and an active antisemitic and fascist campaign was carried
on through the German-language press and by the importation and wide-
spread distribution of antisemitic pamphlets—in English, French, German,
and other languages—published by the Fichte Bund, one of the Nazi
propaganda organizations in Germany. A flood of antisemitic and fascist
pamphlets poured into Canada through the mails from numerous anti-
semitic organizations in the United States and Britain, English- and
French-language groups modelled after Hitler's storm troopers and Oswald
Moseley's British Fascist Union were organized.

As a result, it was decided in June 1933 to reactivate CJC. A provisional
national executive committee was set up, which undertook to conduct a
Canada-wide fund-raising campaign for relief of Jewish refugees, to combat
antisemitic agitation, and to boycott goods from Nazi Germany.

CJC is perhaps unique among Jewish organizations in the diaspora in
the wide extent of its activities, which embrace almost every facet of Jewish
life. The objects of the Congress, as outlined in its charter of incorporation,
are:

a) to encourage, carry on and participate in activities of a national, pa-
triotic, cultural, and humanitarian nature, in furtherance of the best inter-
ests of the country, and the Jewish people;
b) to act in matters affecting the status, rights and welfare of Canadian
Jewry;
c) to investigate the causes of antisemitism and to advise means of abating
its influences throughout the world generally and in Canada in particular;
and to promote the growth of a spirit of tolerance, mutual understanding
and goodwill between all ethnic elements in Canada;
d) to direct investigations, studies and research on economic and social
problems confronting Jewry generally, and Canadian Jewry in particular;
to prepare and publish its findings; and to accumulate and preserve records,
written material and data concerning Jewish life in Canada to serve as a
repository and documentary source of its activities and historical develop-
ment;
e) to carry on and assist in efforts for the improvement of the social, eco-
nomic and cultural level of Jewry, and the mitigation of their suffering
throughout the world, and to cooperate with other agencies in rendering
assistance and helping to rehabilitate Jewish immigrants and refugees.

The first plenary session of the reorganized CJC, held in Toronto in
January 1934, initiated the United Relief Agencies with its overseas relief
department; departments of public relations, Jewish education and culture,
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youth and adult education, and community organization; a bureau of
social and economic research; a reference library, and the national Jewish
archives.

In consonance with its aim of achieving unity while preserving autonomy,
CJC never sought to replace any institutions, but rather worked in partner-
ship with other organizations within and outside Canada. In international
relations it has been affiliated with WJC. In overseas relief it has worked
through the JDC, ORT, and OSE; and in its work for the admission and
integration of Jewish refugees, it has cooperated with JIAS, Jewish family
and child-welfare services, and Jewish vocational services in the larger
communities. In its efforts to prevent and eliminate antisemitism, it has
worked with B'nai B'rith and the Jewish Labor Committee; in community
organization it has cooperated closely with the Canadian committee of
CJFWF, and in adult and youth education with JWB.

OVERSEAS RELIEF AND IMMIGRATION

In 1933, because of the depression, the government and the trade unions
were unfavorably disposed toward the admission of immigrants to Canada.
In conjunction with the Canadian National Committee on Refugees, CJC
conducted an intensive educational campaign, which eventually succeeded
in securing the admission of some refugees before World War II, and many
more afterward. Upon the outbreak of World War II CJC formed the United
Jewish Relief Agencies to coordinate all fund-raising activities for overseas
relief and to allocate funds raised among Jewish overseas relief agencies such
as JDC, ORT, and OSE.

After the fall of Dunkirk, in 1940, the British government interned all
German citizens resident in Great Britain, including Jewish refugees, and
some 2,300 of them were transferred to Canada. Through the repeated
efforts of CJC, about half were returned to England for release by 1941,
and those who remained in Canada were given the status of legal immigrants.

In 1941 CJC secured the admission of Jewish refugees stranded in Tangier,
Spain, Portugal, and Shanghai, and in 1942 obtained an order-in-council for
the admission of 1,000 Jewish orphans from Vichy France. The children
were ready to sail for Canada when they were seized by the Nazis, but on
May 6, 1947, CJC revalidated the 1942 order-in-council, when it gained
admission for 1,000 Jewish orphan refugees from the displaced persons'
camps in Germany, Austria, and Italy, and orphanages in Belgium and
France. In 1947 CJC obtained the admission of some 300 Jewish refugees
from Shanghai and, in conjunction with Jewish employers and the Inter-
national Ladies Garment Workers Union, Amalgamated Clothing Workers
Union of America, Hatters, Cap, and Millinery Workers International Union,
and the Fur Workers Union, helped admit and secure employment for more
than 2,000 Jewish tailors, dressmakers, furriers, and milliners from the DP
camps in Germany. Together with JIAS and the Jewish family-welfare agen-
cies in the communities, CJC helped them to adjust to their new environment.

As the official representative of the United Restitution Organization, CJC
has collected more than $7 million from West Germany on behalf of
Jewish claimants.
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ANTISEMITISM AND DISCRIMINATION

Under the Defense of Canada Regulations during the war, the govern-
ment banned publications fomenting suspicion, prejudice, and disunity among
the population, and many fascist and antisemitic agitators were interned. In
1942, upon representations made by the CJC, the National Selective Serv-
ice Board in charge of the national employment offices forbade discrimina-
tion in the placement of workers on grounds of ethnic origin, creed, or
color. During and after the war, largely through the efforts of CJC,
Saskatchewan in 1944, Ontario in 1951, and Manitoba in 1953 enacted laws
forbidding discrimination in employment; in the first two provinces "fair
accommodation practices" legislation, forbidding discrimination on religious
or racial grounds in public places, was passed. In 1953 the Federal govern-
ment passed the Fair Employment Practices Act to prevent discrimination
in employment by reason of race, national origin, color, or religion in all
industries under Federal jurisdiction.

Legal action in the courts, supported by CJC, resulted in verdicts by
the supreme courts of Ontario and of Canada invalidating restrictive cove-
nants prohibiting the sale or rental of land to Jews or other ethnic or
religious minorities, and the legislatures of Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and
Ontario declared such restrictive clauses illegal.

CJC was also successful in securing the cooperation of the churches, the
trade-union movement, the Department of Labor, and the Canadian Broad-
casting Corporation in stimulating public opinion in favor of the principles
of mutual understanding and fair treatment of minorities.

Improved relations between the Jewish community and the French-speak-
ing Catholics of Quebec resulted from CJC's establishment in Montreal of
the Cerde Juif de Langue Francaise, and the publication of its monthly
bulletin in French.

ISRAEL

The Canada-Israel Corporation, jointly founded in 1951 by CJC and the
Zionist Organization of Canada with a paid-up capital of $500,000 con-
tributed equally by the two organizations, purchased and shipped goods
to Israel on behalf of the Israeli government. Between 1953 and 1958 the
corporation shipped $12 million worth of wheat, besides substantial sup-
plies of lumber, aluminum, and canned kosher meat, with the aid of bank
loans insured by the Canadian government. CJC also cooperated with the
Zionist Council of Canada in matters relating to Israel.

JEWISH EDUCATION

In 1947, to meet the need for Jewish teachers, CJC established in Mon-
treal the United Jewish Teachers Seminary, offering a two-year course leading
to a temporary diploma, which becomes permanent after graduates have com-
pleted two additional years of satisfactory teaching in recognized schools.
CJC also supports the Midrashah le-Morim in Toronto, an evening school
for the training of Hebrew teachers.
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JEWISH CULTURE

CJC encourages and subsidizes the publication of the work of Canadian
Jewish authors in English, Yiddish, and Hebrew, commissions new works
by Canadian Jewish composers, and arranges exhibitions of painting and
sculpture.

Its bureau of social and economic research has published Canada's Jews
and a series of Jewish population studies. Among the books published with
the aid of CJC subsidies were A History of the Jews in Canada, by B. G.
Sack; a Yiddish translation and commentary on the Mishnah, by the late
Simhah Petrushka; volumes of poetry by Melekh Ravitch, Rachel Korn,
and the late J. I. Segal, and a book on Jewish music by Israel Rabinovitch.

Zionism

The first attempt to organize a Zionist society was made in Montreal by
Alexander Harkavy in 1887, when Canada's Jewish population was less
than 2,500. It failed, but a second attempt, in 1892, met with greater
success and a branch of the Hoveve Zion, with 50 members, was established
in Montreal. Its members planned to settle in Palestine. More than 30,000
francs were raised and remitted to Paris in 1893 and 1894 for the purchase
of land in the Mettula area and two families left Montreal in 1895 to
settle there. Discouraged by natural hardships and Arab harassment, they
abandoned the attempt and returned to Montreal within a year.

Interest in Zionism was newly stimulated by the first Zionist congress
in Basle in 1897, and on March 13, 1898, the Agudath Zion of Montreal
was founded to be represented at the second Zionist congress in 1898.
The following year, a Canadian Zionist federation was formed, and by
1900 there were Zionist societies in Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, Quebec,
London, Ottawa, Kingston, Hamilton, and St. John. The Zionist movement
grew greatly in numbers, influence, and activity during the first half of
the 20th century, and the increase was intensified in the crucial years be-
tween 1940 and 1960 through the United Israel Appeal, the JNF, the Youth
Aliyah, and Histadrut campaigns, the sale of Israel Bonds, the Canadian
Friends of the Hebrew University and the Haifa Technion, the Canada-
Israel Corporation, CANPAL (Canada-Israel Trading Company), and the
Palestine Economic Corporation of Canada. There were active chapters of
Canadian Hadassah (a constituent body of WIZO), Pioneer Women, men's
Zionist organizations, the Labor Zionists, and Mizrahi in practically every
Jewish community, large or small.

Other Organizations

The first B'nai B'rith lodge was founded in Toronto on June 13, 1875,
and was soon followed by lodges in Montreal, Victoria, Ottawa, and Hamil-
ton. In 1960 there were more than 50 B'nai B'rith lodges, a number of
women's lodges, and chapters of the B'nai B'rith youth movement. Hillel
houses were established by the B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations in the larger
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universities. In all the larger Jewish communities there were local councils
of Jewish women, affiliated with the National Council of Jewish Women.

JIAS, founded at the first convention of CJC in 1919, continued to re-
unite families with relatives from overseas and to assist Jewish immigrants
upon their arrival in Canada.

The largest Jewish fraternal order was the Farband Labor Zionist Order
(Jewish National Workers' Alliance), whose first branch was established in
1913, and which, in 1960, had at least one branch in all the larger com-
munities and several in Montreal and Toronto. The Workmen's Circle
had branches in Toronto, Montreal, and London.

Besides the national organizations, there were a large number of Jewish
mutual-benefit societies—such as landsmanshaften and sick-benefit and free-
loan societies—in the larger Jewish communities.

Religious Activities

Notwithstanding his official title of chief rabbi of the United Hebrew
Congregations of the British Commonwealth, no congregation in Canada
participates in the appointment or maintenance of the chief rabbi, nor is
any congregation affiliated with the United Synagogue in London or the
Union of Orthodox Hebrew Congregations of Great Britain and the
Commonwealth.

Although Canadian Jews are community- rather than congregation-
centered, all of the 50 communities with more than 100 Jewish residents had
congregations and synagogue buildings, and 15 of the smaller communities,
with 10 to 20 Jewish families, also have synagogues. The number of syna-
gogues and of congregation members increased greatly between 1935 and
1960. In 1935 there were 152 Jewish congregations, of which 140 were
Orthodox, 9 Conservative, and 3 Reform; by 1960 the figures had in-
creased to 206, of which 174 were Orthodox, 25 Conservative, and 7 Reform.
Of these 206 congregations, 138 (124 Orthodox and 9 Conservative) were
in the three largest communities, Montreal, Toronto, and Winnipeg. There
were 3 Reform congregations in Toronto and 2 in Montreal. There were
22 congregations in the 7 medium-sized communities, of which 12 were
Orthodox, 8 Conservative, and 2—in Hamilton and Windsor—Reform. In
communities with fewer than 100 Jewish residents, there were 45 congrega-
tions, of which 36 were Orthodox and 9 were Conservative.

Before 1953 there were only three Reform congregations, Temple
Emanu-El in Montreal, founded in 1882; Temple Anshei Sholom in Hamil-
ton, which became a Reform congregation in 1882, and the Holy Blossom
Temple in Toronto, which became a Reform congregation in 1920. Four
new Reform congregations, two in Toronto, one in Montreal, and one
in Windsor, were founded after 1953.

Until 1941 most of the Orthodox rabbis were European-born, had re-
ceived their rabbinical education in European yeshivot, and preached ex-
clusively in Yiddish. Since then, the newer and larger Orthodox congrega-
tions have tended to engage American- and Canadian-born and -educated
rabbis. There were no Conservative or Reform rabbinical seminaries, but
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three yeshivot—the Lubavitcher, Merkaz ha-Torah, and Meor ha-Golah,
established in Montreal since 1941—have graduated 22 rabbis during the
last ten years, and the Yeshivah Torat Hayyim, in Toronto, 6 since 1941. In
addition, 24 Canadian students were graduated from Orthodox, ten from
Conservative, and two from Reform seminaries in the United States. There
were 50 Canadian rabbinical students attending seminaries in the United
States in 1959, of whom 35 were enrolled in Orthodox yeshivot, 11 in the
Jewish Theological Seminary of America (JTS; Conservative), and 4 in the
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion (HUC-JIR; Reform).

Canada had no countrywide union of Orthodox, Conservative, or Reform
congregations or rabbis of its own, but most rabbis and congregations were
affiliated with United States associations, and there was a Wa'ad ha-Rabbanim
or Orthodox rabbinical council in Montreal and in Winnipeg; attempts
were being made to organize a similar council in Toronto. Fraternization
and cooperation among Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform rabbis and
their congregations was well established on the Jewish Board of Ministers
in Montreal and elsewhere.

The seven Reform congregations were affiliated with the UAHC and
their rabbis were members of the CCAR. Most of the Conservative con-
gregations were affiliated with the United Synagogue of America and their
rabbis were members of the Rabbinical Assembly of America. Most of the
English-speaking and American-trained Orthodox rabbis were members
of the RCA. Some of the European-trained and Yiddish-speaking rabbis
were members of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis of America and Canada,
while others were members of the Rabbinical Alliance of America; but
many of the Yiddish-speaking and European-trained Orthodox rabbis were
not affiliated with any rabbinical association. Fewer than 10 of the 170
Orthodox congregations were affiliated with the UOJC or any other group
of congregations.

Approximately 15,000 of the 46,000 Jewish immigrants to Canada since
1946 were ultra-Orthodox. They established their own congregations, headed
by hasidic rabbis.

The majority of Conservative and Reform Jews were synagogue mem-
bers, paying annual membership dues which would be considered high in
England. Of Canadian-born Jews and Jews who have lived in Canada for
20 years or more, the majority described themselves as Orthodox, but not
more than a third of them were synagogue members. With the exception
of the ultra-Orthodox, postwar active participation in Jewish religious life
appeared to be limited to bar mitzvah and kaddish observance and syna-
gogue attendance on Rosh ha-Shanah and Yom Kippur; and most Jews,
whether Orthodox, Conservative or Reform, wanted to be married and
buried by a rabbi. Most of the new synagogues were in the suburbs, and
the majority were Orthodox, but there was also an increase in the number
of Conservative and Reform congregations. The rise in synagogue building
and membership appeared to be motivated by a desire to "belong" rather
than to strong religious conviction. In this respect, Canadian Jews did not
seem to differ substantially from those in the United States or Great Britain.
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Intermarriage

As the only English-speaking country for which official government
figures concerning intermarriage have been available since 1921, Canada
offers some interesting statistical data. Mixed marriages between Jews and
non-Jews were quite common until 1881, when there were very few Jews,
but comparatively rare between then and 1921, when most of the Jewish
population were foreign-born and had little contact with non-Jews. Until
1930 mixed marriages averaged 4.9 per cent of all marriages in which one
or both parties were Jewish. The intermarriage rate increased from a low
of 3.8 per cent in 1928 to 9.6 per cent during World War II, and after
decreasing slightly during the five years following the war, increased again
to about 16 per cent in 1960.

Intermarriage was much higher in the smaller communities in the West-
ern provinces and on the Atlantic coast than in the larger Jewish com-
munities with well-developed community facilities, and it was even lower
in Montreal, where the Jewish community formed a minority enclave within
the English-speaking population, which in turn formed a minority within
an overwhelmingly French-speaking Catholic majority.

Conversion

Conversion of Jews to other religions was comparatively rare, and con-
version of non-Jews to Judaism even rarer. The percentage of Jews by ethnic
origin who claimed to be non-Jews by religion, according to official census
figures, increased from a little less than 1 per cent in 1931 to 1.3 per cent
in 1941 and 1.5 per cent in 1951. Of the 3,037 Jews by ethnic origin who
reported themselves to be non-Jews by religion in the 1951 census, 2,202
claimed to be Protestants, 789 Catholics, and 46 Greek Orthodox. Most of
them were the children of Jewish fathers and Christian mothers.

Education

Legislation concerning tax-supported, public elementary and secondary
education comes within the jurisdiction of each of the provincial govern-
ments and is not uniform throughout Canada. In 1960 there were three
main types of tax-supported school systems.

In Manitoba and British Columbia there were nondenominational, tax-
supported schools, administered by local school boards to which Jews as
well as all other citizens were eligible, which all children, regardless of
religious affiliation, were free to attend. Although the schools were nomi-
nally nonsectarian, there was no legislation prohibiting the introduction
of religious exercises or instruction, at the option of the provincial legis-
latures and the local school boards. Since such instruction was usually
Protestant in character, Catholics and Jews in those provinces also main-
tained their own denominational day schools, receiving no aid from public
tax funds.
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A compromise system prevailed in Ontario, Saskatchewan, and Alberta,
where there were nondenominational, tax-supported public schools, at-
tended by the majority of children, and parallel and equally tax-supported,
separate school systems for the children of the Catholic minority who did
not wish to attend nondenominational schools. The Catholic schools were
supported by taxes levied upon Catholic taxpayers, and administered by
local school boards to which only Catholics were eligible.

In the province of Quebec, where approximately 40 per cent of all Jews
lived, there was no nondenominational, tax-supported school system, but
tax-supported Catholic and Protestant school systems. This created a diffi-
cult situation for Jewish taxpayers and parents. By an agreement ratified
by the Quebec legislature, Jewish children achieved the same rights in
Protestant schools as Protestant children, and all school taxes paid by Jew-
ish taxpayers went to the Protestant school boards, but Jewish parents and
taxpayers were not eligible to participate in the election or administration
of these school boards.

In Quebec, as in all provinces, Jewish children were, at the request of
their parents, exempted from participating in Christian religious exer-
cises and instruction, and a considerable number of Jewish teachers were
employed in the Protestant schools. The situation was not considered satis-
factory by many Jewish parents, and appeals were made to the provincial
legislature and the highest courts for the establishment of neutral, non-
denominational public schools or a tax-supported parallel system of Jewish
public schools (AJYB, 1925-26 [Vol. 27], pp. 223-29).12 Since both the Catholic
majority and the Protestant minority in Quebec favored the existing system
of Catholic and Protestant denominational schools, these efforts met with
no success. In Montreal approximately 75 per cent of all Jewish children
attended the schools of the Protestant school board and the rest attended
Jewish day schools, which, receiving no support from public tax funds, were
voluntarily established and maintained by the Jewish community.

There were approximately 30,000 Jewish children of school age in 1960,
of whom 20,000 attended the tax-supported public schools and the rest
attended the Jewish day schools, which offered Hebrew and Yiddish instruc-
tion, as well as the full secular curriculum. Jewish day schools operated in
Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, Vancouver, Edmonton, and Calgary.

The number of children who attended some type of Jewish school in-
creased from about 6.600,13 or approximately 26 per cent of the total num-
ber of Jewish children of elementary-school age, in 1933 to approximately
25,000, or 50 per cent of the total, in 1960. Approximately 17,500 children
attended a Jewish school for at least seven years, and about 60 per cent of
all Jewish boys received a Jewish education, compared with 40 per cent of
all Jewish girls.

In 1933, 71 per cent of the Jewish children who regularly attended some
type of Jewish school received an average of seven hours' instruction weekly,

T 3 ^ T - ? 7 J 7 - **?/*• e d - ' ™e lew in C<lnada (Montreal, 1926), p. 528 and Simon
Belkin, The Labor Zionist Movement m Canada (Montreal, 1956), pp. 233-36.

13 Louis Rosenberg: Unpublished survey in the archives of the Canadian Jewish Congress.



TWO CENTURIES OF JEWISH LIFE IN CANADA, 1760-1960 45

compared with 55 per cent in 1958; those who received an average of eleven
hours of Hebrew and religious instruction weekly, besides public-school
secular subjects, increased from less than 2 per cent in 1933 to 30 per cent
in 1958, while those who attended congregational Sunday schools for only
2 or 3 hours a week decreased from 27 per cent in 1935 to 15 per cent in
1958. The majority of the children, in 1958, were enrolled in modern, five-
day-a-week Talmud Torah schools. Next in size of enrollment were the
Peretz and Jewish folk schools, affiliated with the Labor Zionist Movement,
which were equally modern in equipment, curriculum, and teaching meth-
ods, and where Hebrew and Yiddish had equal status.

A postwar development was the rapid growth of ultra-Orthodox yeshivot
ketannot, or day schools, in Montreal and Toronto, where the Bible, Mishnah,
and the commentaries were taught in Yiddish translation, besides secular
studies.

Social Service

Jewish social-service agencies included family and child-welfare facilities,
hospitals and homes for the aged and chronically ill, youth and community
centers, and vocational testing and guidance services. In the larger com-
munities Jewish social-service agencies were coordinated and administered
through federations of Jewish community services. In staff, facilities, and
accomplishments they ranked with the best social-service organizations in
Canada and the United States.

Beginning with 1933, institutions like the YMHAs and homes for the aged
erected new buildings and expanded their services; the number of Jewish
hospitals and other health services increased; vocational services for aptitude
testing, guidance, and job placement were established in Montreal and
Toronto; a new building was erected in Toronto for the Mount Sinai Hos-
pital, and the Jewish General Hospital in Montreal was more than doubled
in size and equipped with a nurses' training school; the Jewish Hospital
of Hope and a convalescent home were erected in Montreal; new homes for
the aged were erected in Toronto and Vancouver, and Jewish community
centers were built in medium-sized Jewish communities such as Hamilton,
Ottawa, Vancouver, Windsor, Halifax, and Saskatoon.

It was estimated that the synagogues, schools, and community-service
buildings before 1946 represented a capital expenditure of about $15
million,14 while new Jewish community-service buildings erected since 1946
involved an expenditure of about $53 million, of which $18 million were
spent on hospitals, $15 million on synagogues, $8 million on schools, $8
million on community centers, $3 million on homes for the aged, and $1
million on other community-service buildings. This postwar capital ex-
penditure was in addition to greatly increased funds raised for Israel, over-
seas relief, and the operation of national and local community facilities
within Canada.

14 Ibid.
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Fund Raising

The welfare-fund idea in Canadian Jewish life developed between 1937
and 1948, and followed more than two decades of fund-raising activities by
federations of Jewish philanthropies. The first federations, established in
Montreal and Toronto in 1917, were centralized organizations for the
financing and planning of Jewish social-welfare work. They included family
and child-welfare agencies, homes for the aged, hospitals, children's holiday
camps, and similar local organizations. When the rise of Hitler caused a
growth of antisemitic agitation in the country and created the need for
overseas relief, welfare funds were organized in Toronto, Winnipeg, Hamil-
ton, Windsor, St. Catharines, and other communities.

In most communities where nonsectarian community chests raised funds
and allocated them to Jewish as well as other local philanthropies, the Jew-
ish welfare funds raised only funds required by Jewish national and over-
seas relief agencies, such as CJC, JDC, and JIAS. In Montreal, where there
was no nonsectarian community chest, the Combined Jewish Appeal raised
funds for local Jewish social-welfare agencies, as well as for national and
overseas agencies.

Originally local Jewish welfare funds limited themselves to raising money
for local needs, while the Keren ha-Yesod, Keren Kayyemet, Histadrut, CJC,
United Jewish Relief Agencies (which acts as the fund-raising agency for
JDC and ORT), and other national organizations conducted separate cam-
paigns throughout the country. As the number of campaigns multiplied
and the funds required to meet local, national, and overseas needs increased
during the postwar period, a tendency developed to combine all fund-
raising efforts in each community into one all-inclusive annual campaign.
At first all Zionist fund-raising campaigns, with the exception of Histadrut's
and Youth Aliyah's, were combined into one United Israel Appeal. In 1951
the campaigns for United Israel Appeal, United Jewish Relief Agencies,
and CJC were merged into one United Jewish Appeal, and in the larger
communities this United Jewish Appeal was merged with the annual cam-
paigns conducted by local Jewish welfare funds for community needs.

The total amount of money raised and disbursed for overseas, national,
and local Jewish community needs increased greatly during World War II,
and still more during the period from 1946 to 1960, when an estimated
total of $115 million was raised for overseas, national, and local Jewish com-
munity needs, of which approximately half went to the United Israel Appeal
and other Zionist funds, 18 per cent to overseas relief and refugee rehabilita-
tion, and 32 per cent to national and local Jewish community needs.

Jews in Canadian Public Life

Canadian Jews were found among the supporters of all political parties.
From 1900 to 1960 seven Jewish members were elected to the Federal

parliament in Ottawa, five Jews to Quebec's provincial legislature, five to
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Manitoba's, three to Ontario's, two to Nova Scotia's, one to Alberta's, and
one to British Columbia's.

David Croll, who was repeatedly elected mayor of Windsor between
1931 and 1939, was also the first Jew ever to have held ministerial office in
any Federal or provincial government in Canada; he was minister of labor
and of public welfare in the provincial government of Ontario from 1934 to
1937, was elected a member of the Canadian parliament, and was appointed
a member of the Canadian Senate in 1956, the first Jewish senator in
Canadian history.

Jews were active in municipal government too. Besides Lumley Franklin,
who was elected mayor of Victoria as early as 1866, and David Oppenheimer,
who was repeatedly elected mayor of Vancouver between 1886 and 1891,
Jews have served as mayors since 1900 in Toronto, Saskatoon, Halifax,
Medicine Hat, Moncton, and other towns, and as aldermen and city-council
members in Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, Ottawa, Hamilton, Outremont,
Westmount, and other large cities.

In the judiciary, Samuel Schultz was appointed county-court judge in
Vancouver in 1914; Samuel Factor, county-court judge in Toronto in 1945,
and Joseph Sweet, county-court judge in Hamilton in 1959. Harry Batshaw
was appointed judge of the superior court in Montreal in 1950 and Samuel
Freedman, judge of the Court of Queen's Bench in Winnipeg in 1952.

Among Jews appointed to high rank in the Federal civil service during
recent years were Charles Gavsie, formerly deputy minister of the income-
tax division in the Department of National Revenue and subsequently
president of Canada's St. Lawrence Seaway Authority; David A. Golden,
deputy minister of defense production in the Department of National De-
fense; Louis Rasminsky, deputy governor of the Bank of Canada and execu-
tive director of the International Monetary Fund and the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development; Max Wershof, Canadian am-
bassador to the European office of the UN in Geneva, and Sydney Pierce,
who served as Canadian ambassador in Mexico, Brazil, and Belgium.

Samuel Bronfman, president of CJC since 1939, was a member of the
board of directors of the Canadian Welfare Council as well as of the Canada
Council, established by the Canadian government "to foster and promote
the study and enjoyment of and the production of works in the arts, hu-
manities and social sciences."

Judge Samuel Freedman was elected chancellor of the University of Mani-
toba in 1959, the first Jew to hold such a position.

Cultural Activities

Canada is a young country, and Canadians who have achieved interna-
tional recognition in music, art, and literature are few in number. How-
ever, within Canada, Jews have played a prominent part in the develop-
ment of literature, music, art, and the drama as poets, novelists, composers,
conductors, instrumentalists, painters, dramatists, and actors.

Among contemporary Canadian poets Abraham M. Klein ranked high in
the opinion of literary critics. His volume, The Rocking Chair and Other
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Poems, won the Governor General's Award for Poetry in 1948. and he was
awarded the Lome Pierce Gold Medal by the Royal Society of Canada in
1957. Irving Layton was another Canadian Jewish poet writing in English
who earned wide recognition.

Important among Canadian novelists were such Jewish writers as Adele
Wiseman, Abraham M. Klein, Henry Kreisel, Mordecai Richler, and Lionel
Shapiro. Adele Wiseman and Lionel Shapiro won the Governor General's
Prize, the highest Canadian award for fiction, and Adele Wiseman was also
awarded the Canada Foundation's Fellowship for her novel, The Sacrifice
(1956).

Some of the Jewish artists who achieved wide recognition were Aba
Bayefsky, Alexander Bercovitch, Ernest Bergmann, Ghita Caiserman, Eric
Goldberg, Louis Muhlstock, Ernest Neumann, and the sculptor Anne
Kahane.

Jews figure prominently among Canada's composers, conductors, instru-
mentalists, and singers. Canadian Jewish composers included John Weinz-
weig, president of the Canadian League of Composers; Alexander Brott,
violinist and professor of music at McGill; Oscar Moravetz, and Louis
Applebaum. Conductors were Walter Susskind of the Toronto Symphony
Orchestra, Thomas Mayer and Eugene Kash of the Ottawa Philharmonic
Orchestra, Victor Feldbrill of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, Harry
Adaskin, professor of music at the University of British Columbia, and
Murray Adaskin of the Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra and professor of
music at the University of Saskatchewan. Ellen Ballon, concert pianist and
professor of music at McGill; Zara Nelsova, concert cellist of Winnipeg,
and Kayla Mitzl, concert violinist of Winnipeg, achieved international
recognition, as did George London, Pauline Donalda, and Sarah Fisher,
opera singers.

Canadian Jews, 50 per cent of whom were Yiddish-speaking in 1951, sup-
ported two daily Yiddish newspapers with a combined circulation of ap-
proximately 30,000—the Jewish Daily Eagle, published regularly in Montreal
since 1907, and the Jewish Journal, Toronto's daily, which has appeared
regularly since 1913. There were also five Jewish weekly newspapers, two
semimonthly, and two monthly newspapers published in English, and one
in French.

The Jewish Public Library in Montreal, for which a new building was
constructed in 1953 at a cost of 5250,000, was the oldest and largest Jewish
lending library in North America; most of its books in circulation were in
Yiddish, and it also had a substantial circulation of books in English,
Hebrew, and other languages. It conducted lecture courses in Yiddish~~on
Jewish literature, history, and sociology. There were also smaller Jewish
public libraries maintained by the communities in Toronto and Winnipeg.

Canadian Jews in Two World Wars

Jews played a creditable part in Canada's military history from its earliest
days. They served with the British military forces in the American colonies,
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in the War of 1812, in the Papineau Rebellion of 1837-38, and in the repulse
of the Fenian raids in 1870.

Incomplete records of Jews who served in the Canadian army during World
War I show that there were about 100 Jewish officers and 4,600 men of other
ranks on active service, and of these at least 100 lost their lives and 84 were
awarded medals and other military decorations.

Statistics compiled by the Bureau of War Records of CJC show that at
least 16,880 Jewish men and women served in the Canadian armed forces
during World War II, of whom 10,440 were in the army, 5,870 in the air
force, and 570 in the navy. This number included more than one-fifth of
the entire male Jewish population of all ages in Canada. Four hundred and
twenty-one Jewish sailors, soldiers, and airmen lost their lives while on ac-
tive duty during World War II, and 197 received military awards.

The nine rabbis who served as chaplains during the war were the first
non-Christian clergymen ever to be appointed to their posts.

On the Threshold of the Third Century

During the second century of Canadian Jewish history its population in-
creased more than a hundredfold, and of this increase more than two-thirds
was due to immigration. With the exception of the two fateful decades
from 1930 to 1950, when Jewish immigration was restricted by regulations
and the exigencies of war, immigration was the main factor in the quantita-
tive and cultural growth of Canada's Jewish community.

Canadian Jewry emerged after World War II as the sixth largest free Jew-
ish community in the world and third largest in the English-speaking
world. Upon it and the Jewish communities in the United States and the
United Kingdom has fallen the major responsibility for the continuation of
Jewish life in the dispersion and support of the State of Israel. No longer
able to draw upon European Jewry for leadership, the Jews in Canada must
find themselves thrown to an increasing extent upon their own resources.

Canadian Jewry is scattered over an immense country, and is less numerous
than the Jewish communities of Los Angeles, Tel-Aviv, Chicago, London,
or Philadelphia. It can no longer rely upon immigration for its growth.
Since its natural increase, or excess of births over deaths, is lower than the
non-Jewish population's, the ratio of Jews to all Canadians can be expected
to decrease in the future.

Henceforth the growth of Canadian Jewry must be in the quality of its
cultural and community life rather than in size, and the problems facing it
will be difficult and challenging.

Much has been accomplished during the community's brief history. The
next fifty years will show whether the promise foreshadowed by the accom-
plishments of the past will result in still greater achievements in the years
to come.

Louis ROSENBERG




