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NCISIVE INTERPRETATIONS OF THE

series of explosive events on the in-
ternational scene for 1956-1957

: featured in the 59th volume of the
IERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK. Ranging
m the armed conflict in the Middle
st and the highly fluid political situa-
n in that region to the suppression of
: Hungarian uprising by Soviet troops,
: YEAR BOOK once again delivers ob-
tive and accurate reports on impor-
it developments in areas of concern
Jews.

The present volume also offers inten-
e examinations of key issues in the
lited States and summaries of the
ijor programs in American Jewish
:: civil rights and civil liberties in the
ke of the Supreme Court desegrega-
a decision and the battles to block its
plementation; recent developments in
urch-State relationships; new immi-
ition provisions; exploitation of the
iegregation issue by anti-Jewish agi-
ors; the synagogue, Jewish education,
id-raising, the Jewish center move-
nt, Jewish social welfare, and other
nmunal programs.

The obituary article is a warm appre-
tion of Dr. Leo Baeck, the saintly,
rld-renowned rabbi and Jewish leader
o died on November 2, 1956, in
ndon at the age of 83. The author
Rabbi Max Gruenewald, chairman
the New York office of the Leo Baeck
ititute.

Woven through the picture drawn in
:horitative reports on the Jewish
nmunities of "non-crisis" areas such

(Continued on back flap)
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Preface

T HE MAJOR international events of the period covered by this volume (fall
1956 to fall 1957) and recorded in these pages are: the armed conflict in

the Middle East, together with the diplomatic activities in the United Nations
which brought an end to fighting and achieved a measure of stability in the
area; the special activities of the United States and of American Jews with
reference to the Middle Eastern crisis; the persecution of Egyptian Jews; and
the suppression of the Hungarian uprising by Soviet troops. As a result of
these and other events, such as the Soviet-Polish agreement resulting in the
emigration of Polish Jews from the Soviet Union, there was a renewal of the
world-wide migration of Jews and of organized efforts on their behalf by
Jewish agencies.

This migration was still in process at the beginning of 1958, making it in-
advisable to attempt a single comprehensive treatment of the subject. The
available statistics and events, however, are summarized throughout the vol-
ume: The sections on the Middle East, Hungary, the Soviet Union, and
Poland deal with the expulsion and emigration of Jews. Those on Italy and
Austria record the measures taken to provide transient care for the emigres.
The summary of Jewish communal services in the United States supplies the
data on the financing of the great American Jewish agencies responsible for
providing immigration and rehabilitation assistance. The article on Israel, the
permanent haven for most of the migrants, contains the statistical data on the
influx of these people and the effect on the economy of Israel. Information
also appears in other articles on the programs adopted by other Jewish com-
munities to assist and admit Jewish immigrants.

Mention should also be made of a number of other YEAR BOOK features.
The survey of Jewish education in the United States by Dr. Uriah Z. Engel-
man incorporates much new data derived from the National Survey of Jewish
Education and the Survey of Jewish Education in New York City. The article
on Jewish population statistics in the United States by Alvin Chenkin sum-
marizes the data secured in the surveys of the Jewish communities of Des
Moines, Iowa, Canton, Ohio, and Washington, D.C. The summary of Jewish
religious life in the United States by Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg presents an
interesting analysis of the data on Jewish synagogue affiliation in Washington,
D.C, based on that community's survey. The review of the civil rights situa-
tion in the United States by Theodore Leskes again presents an unusually
comprehensive summary of school desegregation in the South as of the be-
ginning of the school year 1957.

The obituary article in this volume is an appreciation of Dr. Leo Baeck, the
saintly world-renowned rabbi and Jewish leader who died on November 2,
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1956, in London at the age of eighty-three. The author is Rabbi Max Gruene-
wald, chairman of the New York office of the Leo Baeck Institute.

A change in the YEAR BOOK'S staff should be recorded. Mrs. Esta Marshall
was succeeded as editorial assistant by Miss Claire Kelman, whose assistance
in the preparation of this volume has been most valuable.

The editors also wish to thank Maurice Goldbloom for his assistance in
the editing of the manuscripts; Mrs. Stella Ettlinger of the YEAR BOOK staff
for her technical assistance; Dr. Moses Jung, for preparing the Hebrew calen-
dars; Mrs. Ruth Gould, for the proofreading; and Miss Dora Cohen for her
work on the index.

MORRIS FINE, Editor
JACOB SLOAN, Co-editor

February 21, 1958.
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