
Canada

ELECTIONS to the provincial legislatures were held in the provinces
of Manitoba, British Columbia, and Nova Scotia in 1953. In Manitoba

and Nova Scotia the Liberal government was reelected, while in British
Columbia the Liberal party was defeated by the Social Credit party, which
formed the government in that province. The general election for the Fed-
eral Parliament of Canada was to take place on August 10, 1953, and the
election campaign was in full swing at the time this article was written (July
1953).

Because supporters of various political parties had published appeals for
support directed specifically to Jewish voters, the Canadian Jewish Congress
(CJC) found it necessary to appeal to all political groups and candidates, in
a statement issued on July 12, 1953, to refrain from racial or religious appeals,
and to keep sectional attitudes involving Jewish religious or communal insti-
tutions out of public election debate.

Jewish Population1

In 1953 the Jewish population of Canada was estimated at 222,000, as com-
pared with the government census figures of 204,836 Jews by religion in June
1951, or an estimated net increase of 17,164. This increase was obtained by
subtracting Jewish emigration from Canada during the fiscal years ending
June 30, 1952 and June 30, 1953 (2,306) from the Jewish immigration during
that period (12,570) to secure a net migration figure of 10,264, and supple-
menting the net migration with the natural increase for the same period
(6,900).

In 1951, the crude annual Jewish birth rate and death rate in Canada con-

TABLE 1
GENERAL POPULATION AND JEWISH POPULATION OF CANADA, BIRTH RATES, DEATH

RATES, RATES OF NATURAL INCREASE, 1926, 1951

Year Birth Rate Death Rate \at. Incr. Rate
Gen. Pop. Jewish Pop. Gen. Pop. Jewish Pop. Gen. Pop. Jewish Pop.

1926.. 24.8 15.5 11.4 4.4 13.4 11.1
1591.. 27.1 20.9 8.7 6.9 18.4 14.0

1 Statistics of Jewish births, deaths, and marriages are from the annual reports
of vital statistics of the Dominion (of Canada) Bureau of Statistics. Immigration
statistics are from the annual reports of the Department of Citizenship and Immi-
gration, Ottowa. All other population statistics are from the Census Branch of
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Annual birth and death rates, rates of inter-
marriage, and estimates of population have been calculated by the Research De-
partment of the Canadian Jewish Congress.
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tinued lower than that of the total population, and consequently the rate of
natural increase (excess of birth over deaths) continued lower for the Jewish
than for the total population in Canada.

However, the rate of natural increase among Jews, which had fallen during
the period 1921-37, had been increasing since 1939, and particularly during
the postwar years, until it reached 14.0 per 1,000 in 1951, the highest since
1922 (see Table 1).

The majority of the Jewish population in Canada continued Canadian-
born, as it had been since 1941 (see Table 2).

TABLE 2

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF JEWISH POPULATION OF CANADA, BY LENGTH OF RESIDENCE,

1931, 1941 AND 1951

Canadian 30 Years 20-29 10-19 Less Than
Year Born or More Years Years 10 Years Total

1951 57.0 18.2 11.6 2.8 10.4 100.0
1941 50.5 15.0 12.5 17.1 4.9 100.0
1931 43.7 3.5 16.8 15.7 20.3 100.0

The crude death rate among the total population of all origins in Canada
fell from 11.4 in 1926 to an all-time low of 8.2 in 1949, rising slightly to 8.7
in 1951.

In 1951, for the first time since census statistics on the subject had been
available, the masculinity rate (the number of males per thousand females)
was slightly higher among Jews than among the total population of all ori-
gins, being 1,028, as compared to 1,024 for the general population.

The proportion of the Jewish population claiming Yiddish as their mother
tongue fell from 95 per cent in 1931 to 76 per cent in 1941, and to 51 per
cent in 1951, but this decrease had not been uniform in all communities.
The proportion claiming Yiddish as their mother tongue was highest in Mani-
toba, as it was in 1931 and 1941, and lowest in Newfoundland and Prince
Edward Island.

The rate of intermarriage among Jews in Canada had more than doubled
during the period 1926-51. The greatest increase occurred during the war
years 1939-45; while the rate of intermarriage had decreased steadily after
1947, and had not again touched the peak it reached in 1944, it had shown
continuous increase since 1948 (see Table 3).

TABLE 3

PER CENT OF INTERMARRIAGE AMONG JEWISH POPULATION OF CANADA, 1926, 1951*
All marriages Between

Year Jews and Non-Jews Groom Jewish Bride Jewish

1926 4.9 3.2 1.7
1951 10.7 7.8 2.9

• In proportion to the number of marriages in which both bride and groom were
Jews.
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Jews by Origin and Jews by Religion

Conversion of Jews to non-Jewish religions was comparatively rare in Can-
ada, and conversion of non-Jews to the Jewish religion was even rarer. Most
Jews in Canada claimed to be Jews both by origin and religion, and Jews by
ethnic origin in Canada who professed to be members of some Christian
denomination were usually children of mixed marriages in which the father
was Jewish; while those who claimed to be non-Jewish by origin although
Jewish by religion were usually children of mixed marriages in which the
mother was Jewish. The percentage of all Jews by religion who claimed to
be non-Jews by origin was very small, averaging less than one-fifth of one per
cent during the period from 1931 to 1951.

TABLE 4

JEWS BY ETHNIC ORICIN IN CANADA, 1931, 1941, 1951

% of Total
Year No. Jewish Pop.
1931 1,375 0.88
1941 2,133 1.25
1951 3,037* 1.46

•Including 2,202 of the Protestant, 789 of the Roman Catholic, and 46 of the
Greek Orthodox faiths.

Immigration

Immigration restrictions imposed on July 4, 1952, which went into effect
in the winter of that year, drastically limited immigration of all except close
relatives of Canadian sponsors from all countries except Great Britain and
Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, the United States and North-
western Europe. This was followed by a decrease of 32 per cent in the num-
ber of Jewish immigrants admitted to Canada during the fiscal year ending
March 31, 1953, as compared with a decrease of 31 per cent in the total num-
ber of all immigrants during the same period.

The Canadian Jewish Congress was designated in April 1953 by the Cana-
dian Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration as the recognized coordinating
agency through which representations to the Department of Immigration
on matters of policy by Jewish organizations interested in the movement of
immigrants to Canada should be channelled. The Jewish Immigrant Aid
Society was recognized as the agency through which individual applications
for the admission of Jewish immigrants sponsored by close relatives should
be submitted.

Jewish immigrants admitted to Canada during the fiscal year ending March
31, 1953, numbered 5,092, of whom 4,539 arrived at Canadian ocean ports,
and 553 came from the United States. The largest groups among immigrants
admitted to Canada between April 1, 1946, and March 31, 1951, came from
Poland, the United States and Great Britain in that order; among all immi-
grants the largest number came from Great Britain, Poland, and the United
States in the order given (see Table 5).
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TABLE 5

JEWISH I IMMIGRANTS TO CANADA,
APRIL 1, 1945, THROUGH MARCH 31, 1951

Country of Last Residence No. % Jews % All Immigrants
Poland 9259 38.0 13.8
U.S.A 3,182 13.4 10.7
Great Britain & Ireland 3,111 12.8 37.2
Germany 1352 6.4 2.5
Czechoslovakia 1,334 5.5 1.8
Hungary 1,053 4.3 1.3
Rumania 1,045 4.3 0.8
France 679 2.8 1.2
Austria 485 2.0 0.5
I s r a e l . . . 422 1.7 0.1
Belgium 340 1.4 0.9
China 247 1.0 1.2
Russia 219 0.9 1.8
Holland 201 0.8 6.3
South America 176 0.7 0.7
Italy 161 0.7 4.7
Other countries 927 3.3 14.5

TOTAL 24,393 100.0 100.0

During the postwar period, the province of Quebec absorbed the majority
(52.9 per cent) of the Jewish immigrants, largely in the city of Montreal.
Next came Ontario (36.1 per cent), Western Canada, and the Atlantic prov-
inces, although the Jewish population of Ontario formed 42 per cent and
Quebec only 40 per cent of the total Jewish population of Canada. Of
immigrants of all origins admitted to Canada during the same period Ontario
absorbed almost one-half, followed by Western Canada, Quebec, and the
Atlantic provinces.

The percentage of gainfully occupied workers was practically the same
among Jewish immigrants as among the immigrants of all origins, but skilled
workers formed a higher proportion (26.2 per cent) and semi-skilled and
unskilled workers a lower proportion (6.0 per cent) of the Jewish immigrants
than of immigrants of all origins.

Discrimination and Anti-Semitism

Early in January 1953 an anti-Semitic pamphlet entitled Plans of the
Synagogue of Satan was published in British Columbia, received wide dis-
tribution throughout Canada and was even mailed to members of parliament
in Great Britain. The author of the pamphlet was subsequently identified as
Colonel F. H. M. Codville, a member of the Social Credit party. The provin-
cial Social Credit party and Premier W. A. C. Bennett disclaimed all know-
ledge of, and repudiated responsibility for, the pamphlet.

In a provincial by-election in the Outremont constituency of metropolitan
Montreal held in June 1953, the Union Nationale party of provincial Premier
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Maurice Duplessis. which had not in previous years been particularly friendly
in its attitude to the Jewish community, made special efforts to win Jewish
support for its candidate, who was defeated.

On June 10, 1953, the Canadian Jewish Congress (CJC) made representa-
tions to the Postmaster General of Canada that the circulation of anti-Semitic
pamphlets and other propaganda through the mails constituted a breach of
the Post Office Act and Post Office Regulations, and also contravened that
section of the Criminal Code of Canada prohibiting the "publication of false
news." The CJC urged that the use of the mails be barred to such
propaganda.

The Postmaster General replied on July 24 that while he agreed that
samples of propaganda circulated through the mails were strongly anti-
Jewish in character, and although he thoroughly disapproved of attacks
against racial groups, he did not "believe any useful purpose would be served
by withdrawing mailing facilities from the distributors unless the literature
was first declared by a competent Canadian court to contravene the provi-
sions of the Canadian Criminal Code."

LEGISLATION

The campaign to secure legislation prohibiting discriminatory practices in
employment, housing, and services made considerable progress during the
period under review. In Saskatchewan the Cooperative Commonwealth Fed-
eration (Socialist) Government had in 1944 passed a Bill of Rights which
ensured to all its citizens all rights without discrimination regardless of race,
creed, religion, or national origin, and in Ontario the Progressive Conserva-
tive Government had in 1951 passed a Fair Employment Practices Act for-
bidding discrimination in employment "because of race, creed, nationality,
ancestry or place of origin."

Repeated efforts in previous years on the part of members of the Pro-
gressive Conservative and Cooperative Commonwealth Federation parties to
secure enactment of similar legislation in the Federal Parliament at Ottawa,
and in the provincial legislature of Manitoba, had proved unsuccessful.
But on September 25, 1952, the Federal Government issued an Order in
Council that all government contracts entered into subsequent to January 1,
1953, must contain a "non-discrimination provision." This provision pro-
hibited contractors from refusing to employ or otherwise discriminating
against any person because of race, national origin, color or religion.

On January 13, 1953, the Federal Government introduced a bill "to pre-
vent discrimination in regard to employment and membership in trade
unions by reason of race, national origin, color, or religion" in all industries
which fell under Federal jurisdictional powers. The bill specifically stated
that it was based upon the principle of human rights as enunciated by the
United Nations Charter. It relied largely upon conciliation for its effec-
tiveness, but provision was made for resort to the courts should conciliation
fail.

The bill was supported by all parties in the House of Commons. The only
objection came from the Canadian Chamber of Commerce, which declared
that it agreed with the principle of the bill, but preferred the use of educa-
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tion and moral suasion to legislation. The act was passed on May 14, 1953,
under the title of the Canada Fair Employment Practices (FEP) Act, and
came into force on July 1, 1953.

The provincial Liberal Government in Manitoba, which had opposed such
legislation in previous years, introduced a similar FEP Act. It was passed on
April 18, 1953, with twenty Liberal Party and seven Cooperative Common-
wealth Federation (CCF) members in favor, and seven Conservatives, three
Liberals, and three Independent members against.

An attempt made on February 26, 1953, by the CCF, which formed the
Opposition in the British Columbia legislature, to secure the passage of a
similar FEP Act in the province of British Columbia was defeated by the
Social Credit government of the province.

MUNICIPAL ANTIDISCRIMINATION BY-LAWS

The Winnipeg City Council passed an amendment to its licensing by-law
on February 16, 1953, making every license granted subject to the condition
that it might be revoked if any discrimination on account of race, color or
creed should be shown against any member of the public who sought admis-
sion to or applied to be served on the premises licensed.

The City of Windsor Housing Company, established to erect and manage
low rental housing, passed a nondiscrimination clause in its by-laws in April
1951. This provided that no discrimination should be made against prospec-
tive tenants on grounds of color, race, or religion.

GROUP LIBEL

On March 1, 1953, the CJC submitted a brief and made representations to
the Special Committee of the House of Commons on the Revision of the
Criminal Code of Canada on the ground that there were specific questions
involving public mischief, free speech, spreading of false news, and sedition,
in which Jews had a special interest. The brief urged that a clause be
inserted into the Criminal Code that "everyone who publishes or circulates,
or causes to be published or circulated orally or in writing any statement,
tale or news intended or calculated to incite violence or provoke disorder
against any class of persons or against any person as a member of any class
shall be guilty of an indictable offense and liable to imprisonment for two
years." The delegation also requested that the clauses in the draft of the
new Criminal Code which prohibited sedition, public mischief and the
spreading of false news be amplified by addition of a statement that "injury
or mischief to a public interest shall include promoting disaffection among
or ill-will or hostility between different classes of persons in Canada."

Because of the early prorogation of Parliament due to the Queen's corona-
tion, and the coming general elections, no action was taken during the year
on suggested amendments to the Criminal Code.

Community Organization and Communal Affairs

As a result of the efforts of the National Conference for Israel and Jewish
Rehabilitation, sponsored by the Zionist Organization of Canada (ZOC),
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CJC, the Canadian Council of Jewish Welfare Funds, and the Canadian
lodges of B'nai B'rith, all fund-raising campaigns for Israel and other over-
seas needs had been combined into one national campaign. Called the
United Jewish Appeal, it included all campaigns but the Histadruth Cam-
paign conducted by the Canadian Association for Labor Israel. In the larger
Canadian cities combined campaigns for the United Jewish Appeal and all
local Jewish philanthropic agencies were conducted by the local Jewish wel-
fare funds.

While the total amount raised for all local and overseas Jewish needs in
Canada had not yet regained the peak it reached in 1949, it had increased
steadily since 1950, and the total amount raised in the fiscal year ending
1952 for all purposes was §7,685,000 (see Table 6). Amounts raised and
allocated to local Jewish educational, social welfare, and health agencies had
increased far more since 1949 than had the amounts allocated for overseas
needs.

TABLE 6

CANADA, AMOUNTS RAISED AND ALLOCATED FOR ALL LOCAL AND OVERSEAS NEEDS,
FISCAL YEAR ENDING 1952

Agencies & Needs Amounts Raised ir Allocated
Overseas

Zionist Funds §3,804,000
Overseas & Refugee Aid 1579,000

Total Overseas 55,083,000
National Agencies

Canadian Jewish Congress 374,000
Sundry Agencies 63,000

Total Nat. Agencies 437,000
Total Overseas 8: Nat 5,520,000

Local Agencies*
Jewish Education 730,000
Social Welfare 380,000
Hospitals & Clinics 340,000
Group Work 300,000

Total Local Agencies 1,750,000
Administration &: Campaign Expenses 415,000

GRAND TOTAL $7,685,000

• Amounts raised for Jewish education, hospitals and clinics, and group work in
TMHA's and community centers do not include tuition fees, hospital fees, grants
from provincial and municipal governments, and membership fees.

Jewish Education

The number of Jewish children receiving some form of Jewish education
had increased by 38 per cent since 1947. Approximately 14,000 Jewish chil-
dren in Canada or some 49 per cent of the total number of Jewish children
of school age attended Jewish schools of various types during 1953. The
majority of these children were attending Jewish schools for at least seven
and a half hours a week for six years, but at least 24 per cent of all Jewish
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boys and 56 per cent of all Jewish girls of elementary school age still received
no form of Jewish education.

The majority of the Jewish children who attended Jewish schools were
enrolled in the Talmud Torahs and Orthodox and Conservative congrega-
tional schools, which were largely five-day-a-week modern Hebrew schools
where the language of instruction was Hebrew. Next in size of enrollment
were the Peretz and Jewish Folk Schools affiliated with the Labor Zionist
movement, which were equally modern in equipment, curriculum and num-
ber of hours of instruction per week, and where Hebrew and Yiddish were
given equal status in the curriculum. A comparatively recent development
was the rapid growth of ultra-Orthodox yeshivot ktanot, or day schools, in the
cities of Montreal and Toronto. There religion, Bible, and the commen-
taries were taught in Yiddish translation together with the secular studies
in English. Sunday schools played a small and continually decreasing part
in Jewish education in Canada.

In Montreal the Jewish People's Schools had commenced the construction
of a new school building in the new Snowdon residential area at a cost of
|400,000. The Yeshiva Maor Hagnlah de Satmar had also commenced the
reconstruction and enlargement ot its school at a cost of §30,000, while the
Spanish and Portuguese Congregation, Shevet Achim, Young Israel, Shaare
Zion and the Jewish Congregation of Western Notre Dame de Grace, all in
the western residential areas of Montreal, were making provisions for class
rooms in the new synagogue buildings under construction.

The Peretz School had opened afternoon classes in the Willingdon school
for Jewish children in the new residential area of Notre Dame de Grace,
while the Merkaz Hatorah Yeshiva had opened a new branch for children
from twelve to seventeen years of age in the suburb of Ville St. Laurent on
the outskirts of Montreal.

In Toronto a new Jewish People's School branch was under construction
in the new northwestern suburban area, and its kindergarten classes were to
form the basis of a Jewish day school. The new Beth Tzedec Synagogue
being erected was to contain twenty-five classrooms.

In Winnipeg the Talmud Torah erected in 1952 had found it necessary
to build an addition, the Peretz school built in the same year found itself
cramped for space, and the new Rosh Pinah synagogue had opened afternoon
Hebrew classes for the children of its members. In the southern residential
area the River Heights School for Jewish children was opened in January
1953, giving instruction in Hebrew and Yiddish four afternoons a week.

Religious Life

There were 186 congregations in Canada, of which 164 were Orthodox, 19
Conservative, and 3 Reform. Fifty-four of the congregations were in Mon-
treal, 49 in Toronto, and 83 in 62 smaller Jewish communities. No new
Reform congregation had been established in Canada since 1890, but there
was a movement afoot to establish a second Reform congregation in Montreal.

A new development in Montreal was the establishment of a Synagogue
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Council in February 1953, consisting of representatives of twelve Orthodox,
five Conservative, and one Reform congregations "for the purpose of further-
ing sudi Jewish religious interests as our constituent synagogues have in
common." The other thirty-six congregations did not participate. Being
smaller places of worship, most of them did not have full-time rabbis.

During the period under review fifteen new synagogues or additions to
synagogues were commenced or completed in Canada, of which nine were in
Montreal, two in Toronto, and one each in Winnipeg, Hamilton, Edmonton,
and Regina.

All of the new synagogues were of the community center type, containing
large assembly halls and modern classrooms in addition to the synagogue
itself; all conducted classes in Hebrew and religion throughout the week
with trained and salaried teachers. There was an increasing tendency in
Canada among the larger Conservative as well as Orthodox congregations to
erect and maintain "parochial" or integrated day schools for the children of
their members where the secular curriculum of the public schools was com-
bined with courses in such subjects as Jewish history, religion, and Hebrew
language and literature. The Adath Israel Congregation in Montreal, which
had pioneered the integrated congregational day school in Canada, now had
a school system which extended from kindergarten to graduation from high
school, and included all the subjects taught in the public elementary and
high schools in addition to Hebrew and the specifically Jewish studies.

Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform congregations in Canada and their
rabbis were members of the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of
America, the United Synagogue of America, and the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations, respectively, and of affiliated organizations

There were Hillel Foundations in all the major Canadian universities
attended by Jewish students.

Zionism and Relations with Israel

After protracted negotiations, Canada Israel Securities, Ltd., was incorpo-
rated and the sale of State of Israel bonds in Canada commenced on Febru-
ary 25, 1953. The goal was set at 57,000,000 by May 1, 1954, and the bond-
selling campaign was undertaken by the United Zionist Council of Canada,
representing the Zionist Organization of Canada, the Labor Zionist Organi-
zation, and Mizrachi. The sale was confined to Montreal until June and
was then extended to Edmonton, the Maritime Provinces, and Ontario. By
the end of June 1953, State of Israel Bond sales in Canada had reached
$3,500,000. The bond-selling campaign had not affected the United Israel
Appeal for gift dollars, which increased its receipts above the previous year.

The Canada-Israel Corporation, which was incorporated in 1951 by the
Zionist Organization of Canada and the CJC, each organization contributing
half of its paid-up capital of §500,000, was at first unable to function because
of Canadian credit restrictions. But all difficulties were at last removed, and
on June 6, 1953, a contract was signed between the Corporation and the
Government of Israel Supply Mission. Under it, the Canada-Israel Corpora-
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tion was to finance the purchase of Canadian goods on behalf of the Israel
Supply Mission, the Jewish Agency, or other public and private importers in
Israel, was to advise the Supply Mission on Canadian suppliers, and was to
assist in shipping arrangements.

Short term credits of approximately $3,000,000 had been arranged with
Canadian banks, and it was expected that approximately $6,000,000 in trade
between Canada and Israel would be made possible annually through the
operation of the Canada-Israel Corporation. The credits obtained through
the Canada-Israel Corporation would receive insurance coverage from the
Exports Credit Insurance Corporation set up by the Canadian Government.
This Corporation insured exporters against losses arising from credit and
political risks involved in the export of goods. Risks covered included in-
solvency or protracted default on the part of the buyer, exchange restrictions
preventing transfer of funds to Canada, imposition of restrictions on the
importation of goods previously ordered, etc.

Canadian Jewry continued strongly and actively Zionist in sympathy and
support. There were few non-Zionists and no active anti-Zionists in Jewish
communal life in Canada. Zionism played an active part in the ideology
and curriculum of the majority of the Jewish schools in Canada, whether
congregational or community-sponsored. In addition to the network of sum-
mer camps maintained in Eastern, Central, and Western Canada by Young
Judaea, Habonim, and Hashomer Hatzair, there were three Camps Massad
for Jewish children conducted entirely in Hebrew by Keren Hatarbuth in
the provinces of Quebec, Ontario, and Manitoba. The Keren Hatarbuth
also conducted regular classes in modern Hebrew language and literature for
adults in Montreal, Toronto, and Winnipeg.

Social Services

There were Jewish family and child welfare services, with trained and pro-
fessional staff, and Jewish Homes for the Aged in the larger Jewish commu-
nities of Montreal, Toronto and Winnipeg.

There were modern YM and YWHA's and Jewish Community Centers
staffed with professional group workers in Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, and
Hamilton.

Montreal and Toronto had large Jewish general hospitals, and the Jewish
community in Winnipeg maintained the Mount Carmel Clinic. The Mon-
treal Jewish community also maintained the Mt. Sinai Sanatorium for Tuber-
cular Patients at Ste. Agathe des Monts, and the Jewish Hospital of Hope
for chronic invalids in Montreal.

Vocational guidance and aptitude testing services were furnished to the
Jewish public by the Jewish Vocational Service (JVS) Bureaus in Montreal
and Toronto, which also maintained employment bureaus. A "sheltered
workshop" for the Jewish aged and handicapped was also maintained by the
JVS in Montreal.

A new YMHA building in Winnipeg and a new Mt. Sinai hospital, YMHA,
and Jewish home for the aged in Toronto were completed in 1953. An ex-
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tension to the Montreal Jewish General Hospital was erected at a cost of
$5,500,000. A nurses' residence was built at the Mt. Sinai Sanatorium for
Tubercular Patients at Ste. Agathe des Monts at a cost of §300,000.

A novel addition to Jewish community buildings was the erection of a
curling rink by the Menorah Curling Club in Edmonton, Alberta. Spon-
sored by the local B'nai B'rith lodge, at a cost of approximately $100,000, it
was intended to provide the members of the Jewish community in that
northern city with adequate facilities for playing the ancient Scottish game
of curling.

Cultural Activities

Jewish cultural facilities were enriched during the year by the erection, at
a cost of $250,000, of a new building for the Jewish Public Library in Mon-
treal and other cultural purposes.

Isidor Goldstick, of London, Ontario, was awarded the Harry Korner
Memorial Award for English Poetry for his English translation. Poems of
Yehoash.

Among new books published by Canadian Jewish authors were: Of Jewish
Music, Ancient and Modern by the musicologist Israel Rabinovitch of Mon-
treal, translated by A. M. Klein; liefer Meir Eynai Yeshurun by Rabbi Meyer
Schwartzman of Winnipeg, a commentary on the Torah; and an English
translation of S. Anski's The Dybuk by S. Morris von Engel of Winnipeg,
with an introductory essay by the translator.

Among the eleven Canadian composers commissioned by the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation to write compositions in honor of the Coronation
of Queen Elizabeth II, which were broadcast over the nation-wide network,
were three Jewish composers: Murray Adaskin, professor of music at the
University of Saskatchewan, Walter Kauffmann, conductor of the Winnipeg
Symphony Orchestra, and Alexander Brott of Montreal.

Personalia

Rabbi Dr. Julius Berger, first rabbi of the Shaare Zion Congregation in
Montreal and chaplain in the Royal Canadian Air Force in World War II,
died on March 1, 1953.

Michael Hirsch of Montreal, one of the founders and formerly president
of the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of Montreal, died on June 9, 1953.

Jack A. Klein of Montreal, former chairman of the Combined Jewish
Appeal, died on December 1, 1952.

Lieutenant Colonel Philip Abbey, active communal worker, died on July
29, 1953.

Mordecai S. Weidman, communal worker, one of the first Jewish settlers in
Manitoba, died on September 21, 1952.

Louis ROSENBERG




